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The Nature aged Grad of HaeePiness ; and alſo 


the Origin of EviL, are carefully examined and 
repreſented, 


N on this Globe. 


2 Amos 4 all the auide Diflin&ions which the CARAT OR au 


obliged to make in the Dignity and Perfections of his Crea- 
: Sow: he has made much leſs in their Happineſs than is 


uſually imagined, or indeed can be , from outward 


Appearance. 
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0 one © Thing hath more 
8 & perplexed conſiderate 

%%% Men, in forming their 

. Sentiments of e Su- 
rREMR BzIxo, or been thought 
more difficult to reſolve, than % 
ſeeming very unequal ] Diſtributions 
of Good among the Creatures here 
in this W 5 : and eſpecially, 


1 33 among 


* 4 1 4 £ 


5 . che Individuals X's our ow; 


Species. Many in all Ages have 


7 fadly tumbled at it. And it has 
had on the Minds and Manners of 


vaſt numbers extremely unhappy 


Effects. A whole Sect of Philoſo- 


phers ſeem to have been here- 


by led to aſcribe all Things to 


Ghance ;—even the Formation of 


the Earth ; and of every Thing 


contained in it; as well as the 
various Caſes, and vaſtly different 


Circumſtances, in particular of 


Mankind. And ſeveral other Per- 


ſons of great Note in the learned 


Heathen World, would not ac- 
knowledge, on the ſame Account, 


a divine Direction of any earthly 
7 Matters. Vea, it is ſaid to have 
made one of them / Diagoras Ja. 


perfect Atheiſt. Nor is there any 
room to wonder, if thoſe who did 
not believe that the Gods they 


owned 
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owned didconcern themſelvesatall 
about the Conduct of Men, or any 
Matters relating to them, had no 
Apprehenſions of a State of Re- 


tribution; and thereupon indulged 


themſelves in all the Gratifications 
and Exceſſes, to which their re- 
ſpective Diſpoſitions led them. 


Indeed there was oreat Heſita- 


tion concerning a future Exiſt- 
ence, among molt of thoſe hea- 


then Sages who acknowledged a 


divine Providence. And probably, 
it was occaſioned partly, if not 
chiefly, by the Obſervations they 
had made on the Proſperity of 
many of the moſt flagitious Cha- 
racters; and on the contrary Cir- 
cumſtances of others of the moſt 
eminent. Yea, the holy P/almif 
was much perplexed (as he tells 
us, P/al. Ixxiii. 13, 14.) on this 
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fame Account: Since He had beer 
pPlagued all the Day long. and been 
cbaſtened every Morning : from 

whence he was tempted to con- 
clude, He had cleanſed bis Heart 
in vain, and waſhed his Hands in 

= Tnmocency: When the Eyes of the 
1 Wicked ſtood out with 3 and 
1 Dey had more than Heart could 

wiſh, Weg: [1-5 ant 1 


Nous, 1 * Caſe of Man- 
kind appears to be the ſame, and 
is ever like to appear, as it did in 
former Ages: and as thoſe who 
want a Refuge from the Rebukes 
ↄf their own Minds, are fond of 
| laying hold on the fame delufive 
Imagination concerning a future 
State, that formerly prevailed in 
the heathen World; and alſo la- 


bour to improve it to the ſame 


ee Purpoſes ; N 
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cooling deſirable ; partly for the 
Sake of thoſe. fenfunl deluded 
Sinners, who abound among us; 
and partly to compoſe the Minds 
of ſuch pious and virtuous People, 


as may be of that or Courage 
by » Far of thoſe Ap 
70 ſet this important Narer, 6 ſo 
far as it may he effected, in' its 


true Light: and the rather, as it 
appears neceſſary to the ſertli in 
cr Minds jut Notions of IT 5 
and his Providence; and thereby 
feeling the Ground and 'Obli iga- 
tions of Religion and Virtue. 
J am not fo vain as to pretend, 
in the leaſt, to a deeper Penetra- 
tion into this abſtruſe Subject, 
than the reſt of Mankind, by 
reaſon of greater Abilities : but, : 
having carefully examined it, in 
all the material Inſtances that 
occurred to my" Thoughts ; and 
there» 


% A PREFACE. | 
thereupon obtained a firm Per- 

ſuaſion, that the Diſtributions of 7 
Providence, even with reſpect to 


irrational Creatures, an more 


eſpecially to Mankind, are not 
only more equal than hath been 
generally apprehended, but ſo 
indulgently directed in promoting 
the Happineſs of all, as that, on 
the whole of their . ſuch 
ſimilar Kindneſs is ſhewn them as 
is perfectly unexceptionable; 1 
was willing to lay before the 
Public the Fruit of my Inqui- 
5 Te that Wes Sentiments igt ä 


2 This I ae when I firſt 3 the At- 
tempt, (which was ſeveral Years paſt) but as my Con- 
ceptions had led me far from the common Road, „ 
had not Courage to commit my Sentiments to che 


Preſs, till a late maſterly Performance has embol- 


dened me: (viz: A free Inquiry into the Nature and | 
Origin Evil.) and becauſe the general Plan which 
this eminent Writer hath proceeded on, ſeems nearly 


to correſpond with that I have choſen ; and as 1 


* — in this Diſcourſe, are fine 
| luſtrated, 
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f * 
i * 
3 


be examined, if thought deſerving : 
Notice, and either be improved 
by ſome abler Hand, or elſe can- 


didly refuted, if found erroneous, 
or to have a miſleading Ten- 
„ or 2 IR 


1 am not myſelf apprehenſive, 
that in any Part of this Attempt, 
I have given juſt Offence to ju- 
dicious inquiſitive Perſons, Who 
will impartially and candidly ex- 
amine what I lay before them: 
nor would I willingly - provoke 
the Diſpleaſure of any other. My 
fincere Deſire is, to promote the 
Honour of the ALL PERTERT Bz- 
. ING, by endeavouring to illuſtrate 
illustrated, and ſolidly I think proved, in this acute 
| Treatiſe, I have thought proper to refer to it in 
ſeveral Inſtances; but have not found it needful 
to alter, in the leaſt, my Copy; altho' it might have 


been of conſiderable Advantage to me, had it ap- 
peared before I ventured on this Inveſtigation. 
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his amsiig Rind and In partial 
Treatment bf his eafthly Crea- 
tüfes, tiotwithflanding the vari- 
bus Otders, and vaſtly different 


. Citcumfiatices; ih Sth he hath 
thought fit to place them; 4d 


arch to excite Win and 


PAAfSf “* in tile Minds of thoſe. 


ho ay contemplate theſe Mat- 


ters, as well as to prevent firch 
xerplexitg Thoughts conckrnin 
given nö ſmaf 
Concern t6 a gear DR oY 
fiderate Perfons. 


Ty "fs BE Hp 1h bur high my en Nom 
of. Gods, impartial and unexceptionable Treht- 
ment of 'reatures ; and of. his over-flowing 
Bont), 8 a 8 Usodnem to UN is 7 

to exalt hi "ag 10 8 


ubmi 5 A Win „ In Ae wh ern Ircum- - 
langes; Rae e Roth, 3 120 e 10 
| 6 0 hat Give.) may ſuita 
e nce our if be Cling, 5. 12 


1 dots here mentioned. 


And, 


gre 


Is 


- Ea | 
+ Rp 
* * * * ve = 


4 % 
r 


— 


en 
85 


S 


ſome due Care to 


in any material Fa I ſhall re- 
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And, as I readily profeſs the 
higheſt Veneration Hier the Holy 
Scriptures, and am very far from 
intending, to diſparage, in the 
leaſt, either the Precepts, or Doc- 
trines, which this Heavenly Rule 
cantains; J hope the Reader will 
zndidly interpret ſuch Expreſſi- 
ons — Obſervations, if any — : 
there be, as may appear to have, 
by plain Conſtruction, ſa un- 
bappy a Tendency any way. 1 

have, indeed, allowed my Mind 
its full Liberty in examining this 
weighty Subject; but have taken 
N any 
— Excurhons : : and, if I may, 
ding, — unawares 


br led into wrong Sentiments, 


joice, and be fincerely thankful, 


| Thoukd any Perſon be. 40 indui- 
_ as to inform me, in a 


a 2 Chriſtian 
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Miſtake. | 


1 e neither Leiſure, nor 
Inclination, to en gage in Con- 


troverly ; - nor am I fond of op- 


pugning any one, My ardent 


Defire is, to inveſtigate Truth, 


on the Accounts above pointed 


at; and to improve what Diſ- 


coveries of it I am capable of 


Vale. in "Pn | to e, 
„ 


In e on "chi Subjea, I 
have not ſou ing the Supports of 
Authority ; nor thought it need- 
ful to grace the Margin with 


pompous Quotations, Authority 
indeed appears, in the Light 1 


conſider it, to have very little 
Weight in a Matter of pure Rea- 


ſoning.—1 preſume to add 


Great 
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Great Names have rather ſeemed 


to me, of late Years, more an 


Hinderance than an Help, in 
ſearching out Truths that have 


not had the Suffrage of acknow- 
ledged Authority, and eſpecially 
| ſuch Truths as oppoſe the com- 
mon Sentiment. It ſeems there- 


fore to me -a pitious manner of 
canvaſſing a diſputed Subject, to 
quote Authorities in Proof of 


What is reaſoned; ſince mere un- 
inſpired Authority can neither 
illuſtrate, nor eſtabliſh, any one 


controverted Point. And 1 | 
miſerably hath the World, 
every Age, been impoſed on, by 
2 credulous Reliance on the un- 
proved Sentiments of venerable 5 


| and admired N ames. 


Tig the Part of the Gee 
bravely to break through this 
b a 3 ſtrong / 
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ſtrong Bound, and to ſtrive to 
ſet momentous Matters on their 
2 rears that Virtae and 
rationally in 

ae each of . 
tain their pro evailing In- 
ſſuence. But oO this be 
1 Qed, while Men are af- 
. from a free Inquiry into 
them? Let well meaning Perſons 
then be not only allowed their 
proper Liberty, obtain alſo 
ſome due Encouragement : for 
the Attempts of ſuch, however 
feeble, 'may incite the Endea- 
vours of more able Hands; and 
thr/s at leaſt turn to conſiderable 
my; OM | 
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With this Vi iew 1 8 ven- | 


tured to appear in the Subject of 
this Diſcourſe, 45 
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Nature and Ground of Hap- 
 & pines; and ſtate the Notion 


ce J entertain of it, in ſeveral 


% Views; which repreſent, as 
* conceive, its principal Dif 
tinctions. 


This I thought adviſeable, as 


a general Ground-Work to erect 
my chief Diſquiſition upon. Ang. 
on the ſame Account, I proceed, | 


© SxcoxpLy, © To examine alſo 
<« carefully, the Nature of Evil; 


« the Endurance of which, is 
ſuppgſed to conftitute the 


con- 


#9 


4 trary Caſe of Miſery, in the 
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And becauſe the Origin of 
Evil hath been always appre- 
hended a very great Difficulty ; 
and hath perplexed the Minds of 
Abundance ; I ftrive to account 
for it in the moſt rational Man- 
ner I can ſuggeſt: wherein I flat- 
ter myſelf, I may, in ſome Mea- 
I have ſucceeded. 


| TrixvLY, l conſider the 
* Diſtributions of Providence, 
with reſpect. to Good and Evil, 
„among the Creatures in ge- 
neral. 


r "his further Step I take, partly 
1 to point out the amazing Skill 
and Kindneſs of Divine Proce- 
dure, in its vaſy various Appoint- 
ments, to the numerous Orders of 
Creatures ſtationed here in this 

World: and partly, to make 1 4 


for the codes eee 1 


Evidence of the main Point; 


viz. God's famila unexceptiona- 


ble Treatment in —_— of | 
Mankind. 79 xy i 


EIN to open this Path yet 


Siler, 1 g9« on to Pt 


Fouarn LY, +5 Some other ge- 

neral Conſiderations, which 
more directly and particularly : 
reſpect the mnt Circum- 
ſtances of Men; and which 

« tend to obviate a great many 
« Difficulties that e on a 
6 e > 
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then I proceed to the main 
Point: viz. To examine the Cale 


of Mankind in thoſe ſeveral * 
remarkable Views. 
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Rank . in thoſe following noted 
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g on 4, In hat conceras 


ce their different | Situatioms, in 


« choſe various and vaſtly dif- 
s. ferent Regions, where Provi- 


Wh 1 have 3 


eg « Their . dif- 


| 4 ferent Stations, which ſeem 
4 aſſigned to Individuals, in moſt i 


60 ol the inhalüited Parts of it. 


© ig . The 1 


. 
Ciroumftances of each 


2 lectual Endowments: their 
& corporeal State: and their Caſe 


1 4c as to r or the outward 


— tale cheſe to be the only con 
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jects of it; and as far as. this 
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| 1 And I endea 


prove 3 that in „ 
2 they are all treated, on 
the whole, even of bz Life, in 
the Proſpect of a future, 1(which 
ought, SE to be taken 


ing fimilar Kindneſs, ſo far as 
they ſhew themſelves equal Ob- 


preſent Syſtem will admit; which 


is all that can, with: any Reaſon, 
=. expetted, or defired, | | 


After I have conckaced the 
A nent as thus propoſed to 
be "handled, 1 endeavour to im 

e it farther Gicui 
8 3 mere — 
tion concerning any Point, zan 
be of little Aer, if it now | 
produces many Effects on 
—_ Hearts and Lires z-if it no 


way 


Queſtion,) wich en- 
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way tends to Virtue and Happi- 
1 N * thoſe Inferences may, 


I apprehend, be of ſome Service 
to the virtuouſiy inclined, as well 
as to thoſe of the oppoſite Cha- 


racer, altho' they are — 
ene for the Latter. 9 . 


If I am thought to treat the 
with ſome little Acrimony, I de- 
fire it may be - conſidered ; that 


their ſtupid lethargic State doth 


need ſome cauterizing, in order 


to rouze their Spirits to a more 


ſuitable Exerciſe of the Powers 


they are endowed with: and in 


order alſo to abate that vain Opi- 
nion of themſelves, which this 
worthleſs Generation are very apt 
to entertain. Beſides, I am un- 
der ſome Apprehenſion, leſt 7ho/e 
ſhould endeavour to pervert 
Intention of this Diſcourſe, if it 


come into the Hands of any of 


them ; 3 


them; and ſhould ſtrive to make 
it an Handle for their ſottiſh Opi- 
nion; if not for their vile Indul- 
gences. For theſe ſtrangely be- 
guiled People, are forward to 
catch at every Thing to keep 
themſelves in Countenance; and 
many Times drudge hard to ſtu- 
pify their Minds, while wallow- 
ing in thoſe Exceſſes of animal 
Gratification, wherein the brute 
Creation can ſcarcely be com- 


pPelled to Join with them. 


If es I have 2 ap- 
pear to any, on this general Ac- 
count of it, to be either enthu- - 
ſiaſtic, or too preſumptuous; I 
entreat thoſe in particular, to 
ſuſpend for a while a poſitive 
| Determination, if diſpoſed to ex- 
amine what I offer on the Sub- 
je, until they have impartially 
and ONLY conſidered it. nu 
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ws allow me the like Liberty of 
ee , that I am willing to 
encourage in all of virtuous Dif 
poſitions. * 


6 * The Stiffneſs of Pointing in this Diſcourſe 
and the Frequency of Italics, tho' needleſs, and 1 
doubt d;ſagreeable, to judicious and attentive Read- 
ers, is aimed to be of Service to thoſe who may 
eurforily, and with lefs Diſcernment, run over the 
— Obſervations herein made, which may not, in ſome 
' Inſtances, be as plainly expreſſed as might be ad- 
viſeable for fuch. And, on the ſame Account, I 
have been carried into Prolixity, in particular in 
the more abſtruſe Parts of the Argument I have 

undertaken, in bath I I eee 
by candid Readers. 
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tionable View ; and more eſpecially with re- 


to ſettle firſt of all, the Notion on which 1 


To Illuſtrate . en ig 
; Diſpenſations of PET Sc. 


29 HAN 
6c . the Nature and Ground 
« of Happineſs are conſidered; 
« and its principal Diſtinctions 
Pp ANON. 


* 


8 I attempt in chis Diſcourſe, to ſet 
the various Allotments of Divine 
Providence, with reſpe& to the Crea- 
tures in this World, in an u 


A 


gard to Mankind; I apprehend it adviſeable, «+ 


_ ſhall proceed, concerning the Happineſs that 
5g „„ „ every 


- 


[2 1 3 

every 8 „ 
. and of which they are ren- 
dered capable. For a right of 
this, will lead us the more eaſily to account 
for thoſe various Portions of apprehended = 

Good and Evil, which may ſeem to have been 

__- diſtributed with a ſtrangely 12 Hand, 

among the Individuals of every and, 
(hich is very ſurprizing) in en among 
d our own Human Order ; for ſeveral 


obvious Reaſon 8, it might be leaſt expected. 


The Word neſs, is ſo variouſly ap- 
plied, and fo . — underſtood, that tis 


_ ealy to fix the Senſe of it ſo determinately 
and plainly as may give Satisfaction to every 
one. Pgitive Happineſs, which is the only 
| Happineſs that deſerves the Name, conſiſts in 
general, as I conceive, in the Fruition of Good, 
and more ſtrictly in the Pleaſure, or Gratifi- 
cation, which ſuch Fruition affords. Indeed, 
this Pleaſure, or Delight, is what we com- 
monly underſtand b 8 actual Fruition of it. 
Wherefore, to be happy, imports in general, 
that the Perſons, or Creatures, of whom 'tis 
ſpoken, have ſome Way obtained a comfort- 
able Enjoyment of their Exiſtence. For, I can 
form no other Notion of the Happineſs of any 
Being, from whatever Objects derived, and 
in whatever Manner enjoyed, than, of his 
being pleaſed, or delightfully entertained, in 
his State 2 nl Even Go han. 
n 0 


"ſelf can be but perfetth phaſe d, in whatever 
EAA his Sg a may 
cot 1 * 


8 Now, the Pleaſure a Cen takes in the 
Enjoyment of any Good, immediately and 
chiefly ariſeth from the Taſte he hath for it. 
And this Taſte is produced by ſome natural 
Appetite, or natural Tendency towards ſuch | 
Good: Or otherwiſe reſults, if a rational 
Creature, from an 1 or Imagi- 
nation, of its being defireable ; which often 


TOs eee cr nn 5 


tain it. 


| © When the Object and the A cor- 
reſpond with ed other, this plafing Reliſh 
is obtained in the Enjoyment of it. Por tis, 
as I conceive, a right. Connexion of Things, 


that is the immediate principal Ground of 


every per Good; or, of the Pleaſure 


that is enjoyed by =» Creature in any Good 
N for him. The nearer re and 
5 that an agreeable Object, and this Fa- 
culty affected with it, do ſuit with each other, 
the truer, and more n is the Rel * 
ſuch Good affords. EE 
But, to ins a PER. ah more diſtin. | 
Apprehenſion of what is here intended, it 
may be to obſerve farther; That Good 
is alſo a ord of a 37 extenſive Significa- 


. : Ke 
* * 


= 
| tion; and is often differently applied. The 

Subject I am diſcourſing on, leads me to take 
Notice, onl / of intelleBlual, an * Good; 


and of real, and imaginary. Goop, in one 
or the other of theſe Views, is, as I apprehend, 
the on +4 Ground of every Kind of Happineſs, 
and alſo of every 8 of it. The Enter- 
tainment, or Del; ht, which 70 or the other 
affords to pro Percipi pients, is (as hath been 
noted) the aclual Happineſs derived thoſe ſeve- 
ral Ways; which takes accordingly its Cha- 
racter from the reſpective Goods that are the 
Ground of it: and hereupon is termed; 
either rational, or r file Ha nels ; and real, 
or imaginary, It ma of Service, for the 
better clearing of what 1 il be advanced on 


this Subject, to take ſome Notice of exe. of 
thoſe Diſtinctionss. 


With repre 5 the fit mentioned, viz. 
Rational Ha ; this is peculiar to Crea- 
tures 3 wih Underſt 1 ; ſince the 
er Entertainments and principal Delights 
of e, are ſuch as center in the Mind; and 
reſult from a right Exerciſe of its Capacities 
and Powers upon ſuitable Objects. 


Indeed, the Minds of Men, who are, hüllt [ 
in this Life, but imperſect Rationals, derive 


Part of their Entertainment from er/i ible Gra- 


tifications,, becauſe they afford a proper De- 
light to the inferior Part of our Nature, in 


whoſe 


[5] 
whoſe Eaſe and Well-being we are very nearly 


intereſted ; and becauſe we receive a part of 


„ Perceptions through the Inſtrumentality 


of our Bodies, to which in the preſent State 
we are confined. But the ſpec:a/ Pleaſures of 
our Minds, ariſe from the laudable Exerciſe of 
their own moe ate Powers ; For e 
realy, „from the approving Conſciouſneſs 0 

"00 — Praiſe-worthy Conduct. In the Manner 
therefore we find Reaſon to approve of our 
Courſe of Life, or our icular Actions, 

when carefully examined ; in that Degree we 
are rationally delighted ; and thereupon enjoy 
the principal Part of our proper Felicity. And 
the more commendably we exert our Talents, 
and the greater Account they turn to, par- 
ticularly in the Way of Social Utility, the more 


of ſuch Happineſs we obtain. 


This Sort of Felicity then, VIZ. proper Sh 
lectual Pleaſure or Entertainment, is the Pri- 
vilege only of Creatures who are endowed 
with Reaſon. But, ſince every thing that 
gives Pleaſure (I mean ſuch Pleaſure as cor- 
reſponds with the Nature of the Percipient) 
is, in the manner it does fo, a proportionate 
Ground of Happineſs : and, fince every 
created Being mult be ſuppoſed to be deſigned 
Fan ſome State of Happinels *, or, to ove an 


See Orig, of Evil. p. 30, 37, Ee 
B3 - Exiſtence 


(61. 


44 Exiſtence given it, preferable, upon n 5 


to Non-Exiſtence ; otherwiſe, (as will be 
proved hereafter ) there would be room to 
impute, not only Unkindneſs, but a Degree 
of Cruelty, to Him who formed it ; therefor 
we may farther conclude ; 


. cc That Senfible 6 : 
* alſo doth in like manner, conſtitute, ano- 
te ther Sort of Happineſs; viz, ſuch as is 
* ſuited to the Natures and Capacities of the 
1 Creatures rendered. capyble. of __ 


This indeed, is the only Hap ineſs that 
Creatures void of Reaſon, can be fu uppoſed to 


enjoy. And ſince 7beſe appear to have a plea- 


ſurable Fruition of their State of Being, in 
like manner as may be ſaid of Men; or ſup- 
poſed of Creatures of higher Orders; there- 
fore may theſe alſo be as properly ſaid to be 
happy in their Kinds, when their Capacities 
5 gratified with ſuitable Good, as even the 
eſt Ranks of Rationals may . For, 
_ can the Happineſs of any Sort of 
Creatures be Al Go to conſiſt, but in the 
Fruition of Good as correſponds with 
their hs and with their ſeveral eG: 
[4 a Fea? 1 


* Orig. Ec. 5. 35. 


x 7 * 5 
Leet chis be accounted a lower Kind of Hap- 


pineſs, as very likely it will ; yet, it certainly 


deſerves to be termed Hoppineſs ſince it gra- 
tifies the Creatures this Way delighted, in like 
Manner, and to the like indulgent Purpoſes, 
as rational Pleaſures aye: OF £2 Creatures en- 
dowed with Reaſon: 
the like comfortable Enjoyment of their Be- 
ing. And ſhould any of them be as much 
pleaſed in their Way, in proportien to their 
Capacities, it may perhaps be no Abſurdity to 
ſay, they are, while this is the caſe, alike 
happy. But more of this in another Place, 


As for Man, He being, in his preſent State, 
a compound Creature; pay is, being formed 
with an animal, as well as rational Nature ; 
and hereupon endowed with different Powers, 
or different Capacities, of taſting Good ; 1 
manifeſtly deſigned, during his State, for dif- 


at is, it gives them 


ferent Sorts of 5 His principal Por- 


tion confiſts (as was obſerved above) in the 
right Entertainment of his principal Part: So 
that rational Delights undeniably conſtitute his 
chief Felicity: However, having animal Ca- 
pacities of taſting e e well as rational; 
and theſe having provided for 
them, as well as N 3 a8 55 r 
Fruition of thoſe ſenſible Goods renders his 
22 * — more delighting ; honey 
a Fart o Preſeni pineſs, may pro 
be ſaid to conſiſt alſo _ ROY 
F B4 When 


© hu, 8 J 
When he takes up indeed entirely with ani- 
mal Gratifications and diſregards his rational; 
or frefers the former to the latter; he either 
2 0 forgets, or otherwiſe diſregards, his 
Rank of Being: he hereby deſcends among 
the 8 and - Ft himſelf un- 
worthy of the Order in which he was placed: 
which is fo ſtupid a Degradation, as no Per- 
ſon of Underſtanding, can, when duly regard- 
ing his Conduct, be ſuppoſed to be x abs a 
with: and Ampel leſs therefore, with deſcend- 
ing lower in Saber than is to be obſerved 
in the lebe Species of Animals: and yet this 
is what all thoſe 2 eſpicable Senſualiſis are un- 
deniably chargeable. with, Ws place their 
whole Felicity, at leaſt the 1 Part of 
it, in Exceſs of ſenſual Enjoyment :— who 
glut their Appetites with Intemperance and 
Riot, inſtead of gratifying them in the Man- 
ner that was intended; and hereby rob them- 
ſelves of even thoſe animal Fruitions, in which 
Part of their preſent Happineſs was deſigned 
to conſiſt. For, fo amazingly kind and ſkilful 
hath the divine Conſtitution been ; that there 
is no Part of even animal Felicity, to be ob- 
tained to real Advantage, but 55 a regular 
Management. When we therefore, in any 
ſenſible Gratification, tranſgreſs the Rules, or 
exceed the Bounds, which Nature and Reaſon 
eſcribe, we miſs the Pleaſure p e by it: 
: We get out of the Circuit where the intended 


Good lodged; and find nothing afterwards 
but 


$4 al 


but clying, unnatural, pernicious Guſts of ſadly 5 


deceiving Good; which, inſtead of delighting 
the — or Appetite, we propoſe to gratify, 
deſtroys the entertaining Taſte of it; and 
hereby renders it unſerviceable with reſpect to 
its proper End. Whereupon, the Drunkard, 
theGlutton, and the Goar IsH Debauchee, moſt 
ſottiſhly prevent even that animal Felicity of 
' which they are rendered capable; as well as, 
run on thoſe direful Woes which Temperance 
and Moderation would have rendered them 
Strangers to. Jö Oo bt - 


But, however hurtful ſuch wrong Manage- 
ment may prove to any, the righi Exerciſe of 
our bodily Capacities of taſting Pleaſure, doth 
furniſh ſuch allowed proper Delight, as is cer- 
tainly a Part of our preſent Felicity, _ 


This I have thought adh ens ohms 
with reſpect to rational and ſen/ible Happineſs. 


I proceed to explain briefly, what I alſo 

underſtand by thoſe other Diſtinctions before 

pointed at: viz. real Happineſs, and imagi- 
nary. Accordingly I obſerve, ghee i: 


| TriRDLyY, © That, as to real Happineſs, 
there needs little to be ſaid. Nor would 
e this Diſtinction have been particularly 
4 mentioned, had it not led the Way to 
| Wy, | SR” | | cc what 5 


re 
7 mint s proper to Ne nes concerning 
87 Imaginary.” | 


Indeed, real Happineſs is that * as oy 
may imagine, which can deſerve particular 
Notice. And this would readily be admitted, 

in even the Senſe it may be contended for, 
were Mankind delighted with nothing elle but 
ſalid Good. But tis not eaſy, I believe, to de- 
termine plainly, wherein this rea! Happi- 
neſs doth conſiſt, however obvious the Nature 
of it in general may be ſuppoſed to be. Indeed, 
whatever may be ſaid to be real, or true, con- 
veys ſome poſitive Idea to thoſe who appre- 
hend, or believe it to be ſo: but then, in the 
Caſe of Happineſs, the Term may as properly 
be applied to one Sort, as to another, when 
the Ground, or Obje& of ſuch Happineſs, 
doth really affect the Perſon, or Creature, ſpo- - 
ken of; or, when ſuch apprehended Caſe gives 
a poſitive Idea of the Fruition of ſome Good, 
So that even 7maginary Happineſs, may, in 
tis Senſe, be ſaid to give real Pleaſure to one 
who is thus affected with merely fanciful 
© Good, However groundleſs and deluſive his 
Imagi ination of lch Good, and his fanciful 
F * of it, may be ſuppoſed by others to 
be; if the Whole 7eally delights him, and 
produceth uninjuricus perſonal Enjoyment; he 
is as really happy, whilſt this is the Caſe, as 
any * can be ſuppoſed to be, in the like 
| dclighting 


„ 
delighting Entertainment reſulting from the 
mai ſolid Good, and likewiſe partaken of in 
the moſt rational Manner. They are both 
alike affected with Pleaſure, however different 
the Grounds, and Means, of ſuch Delight may 
be. The fanciful Percipient is, in his own. 
Opinion, as happy as his Neighbour ; and 
his own Judgment will be the Rule and Stan- 
dard of his own Happineſs, till tis fone 


But real Happineſs, as more pr un- 

derſtood, 3 owned to be eck ar is in 
itſelf, as well as in the ee of _ Perſon 
concerned, a proper and ſuita joyment 
of his State of B Being. This, being a and . 
true, will continue, and not deceive: It will 
always be found the ſame ; and will equally 
delight him at one Time, as at another, if 
alike diſpoſed for it. Even ſenſible Goods that 
are the Ground of ſuch proper Entertainment, 
will, whenever regularly enjoyed, afford to the - 
Senſes and Appetites they were deſigned to 
gratify, the ſame delighting Perceptions they 
afford at preſent, ſo long as thoſe Capacities - 
preſerve their proper Taſtimmſqmg 


* 


Imaginary Fruitions, on the other Hand, 
depending ſolely on the Workings of Fancy, 
(which is a Power of Perception extremely 
variable, and greatly ſubje& to mung 
preſerve not long their full Influence; or, thoſe 

| | Degrees 


interrupted, and in their own Nature more 


right to the moſt deluded Mind, whilſt under 


* . 
g ##. * 


Degrees of Pleaſure where- with they might 
affect at firſt. Whereas well grounded De- 
lights, of whatever Kind, being much leſs 


_ laſting, are more to be depended on; and de- 
ſerve, as in tbemſelues conſidered, a much 


But, whatever may be obſerved as to the 
Nature and Reaſons of Things, Mankind are 
. certainly influenced, in the preſent State, by 
wrong Appearances, and mere Conceit, in 
like manner as they are by Realities, and the 
beſt grounded Conceptions. Indeed, Ap- 
' pearance is the Ground of all the Notions we 
form concerning every thing relating to us; 
and of all our Determinations reſpecting every 
Part of our Conduct. For all things appear 


Deluſion; and every thing is real to one 
who thinks it ſo: nor can any Miſtake affect 
him until he is brought to perceive it. But 
this leads me to examine more directly Imagi- 

nary Good; and the uſual Influence of 7his 
with reſpect to our preſent Happineſs. I ob- 
* ſerve therefore, . 


Fobxrur y, That fanciful Delight hath 
e alſo a very conſiderable Share, and very 
e often the greateſt, in the Felicity that is 

« obtained in this Earthly State. : 


Imagination, 


[13] | 
n is evidently a Part of our pre- 
Tent Conſtitution. It enters into our Make; 
and hath the like Influence as our other Po- 
' ers. Yea, it ſeems to be the natural Reſult 
of thoſe imperfect rational Faculties, with 
which we are endowed in our preſent imper- 
| fe State. Our Reaſon is ſo little qualified 
at preſent, to diſcern Things perfectly, that 
we form moſt of our Charman in a Way 
of Conjecture; and not of poſitive Knowledge: 
And what is this, but imaginary Concep- 
tion? Whereupon there ſeems Ground to 
conclude; That this Capacity was given us, 
to aſſiſt our imperfect Reaſon in its 
Uſefulneſs. Moſt certainly the Entertain- 
ments of his Life would be very much di- 
miniſhed, both in Number and Agreeableneſs, 
were it not for the Influence of this ſervice- 
able Power. It is ſome times indeed inſtru- 
mental in enlarging Afflictions: but is much 
more helpful to the Increaſe of Joy. Vea, 
the Pleaſures and Gratifications of the preſent 


State, ſeem more to depend upon imaginary 
Good, than on what i is real. 


How little ! is there, e. g. in the ana ot 
Entertainments of Wealth, or Honour ( 2 
admired Sources of our preſent ine) | 


that can be ſaid to be ſolid? or to yield any 


other Delight than what is imaginary? The 
Gratification, even of our Senſes and of al- 
moſt every Appetite we have, depends much 


5 of little Moment, to object; That the Felicity, 


Deluſſon and Miſtake; For, ſince the Effects 


[ 14 ] | 
on Jmagination. Indeed, there is ſcarce any 
Sort of ſenſible Good that gives its full Reliſh, 
1 mean, that Meaſure of Delight we uſually 
find in it, without the Help of Imagination. 
If it ſuit not our Fancy, as well as our Ap- 
petite, it is little agreeable. Yea, Fancy, 
ſome Times turns into Diſſaſte a real Good; 
and occaſions even a Loathing, of what is not 
only in itſelf deſirable, but would highly de- 


| light, did it take the Imagination. 


©» Further: Mere Imagination ſome times 
forms, by its own Influence, a fanciful Good; 
excites alſo an Appetite to it ; and =" wo 

| duceth conſiderable Fleaſure. 5 


1 having therefore ſo great Ef; and 
being likewiſe ſo ſerviceable to our preſent En- 
tertainments; it ſeems to me, to be an im- 
planted Power, or Adjunct to Reaſon, that 
was kindly deſigned, among other Views, 
«© To communicate to Mankind a more e 
1 Portion of proper Felicity, than the preſent 
ic State would otherwiſe have afforded: and 
therefore I have thought it deſerving the No- 
ice I have taken of it. It is, as I conceive, 


or Pleaſure, this Way obtained, hath no real 
Foundation; and, that it generally depends on 


it produceth are manifeſtly the ſame that ap- 
pear to be 6 Cauſes; _ 


[ 15 + 
| the Pleaſures this Way derived, affect Men in 
| like manner, as thoſe which reſult from more 
ſolid Goods; and have alſo equal Influence 
_— affecting in the ſame Degree; We may, 


I think, conclude upon the Whole; That 
« the preſent State of N Men, may be rendered 
« as agreeable, at certain Times, by, fanciful | 


« Enjoyment, as by what is accounted real.” 
The Effects are real, altho the Ee may 
« be wholly imaginary.” 


Ne is the Opinion of ſides: who 3 "3 
truer Notion of Things, to be regarded in ſuch 


Caſes: for every one is influenced Ar. on 
Apprehenſions; and derives his 
from ſuch Sentiments of Good, as He 'mſel, 


has fixed on. The Judgment of Another is 
no Rule for Me, in any Part of my Entertain- 


_ unleſs I am ſome way led into His 


chenſions of Good, and taſte the ſame 


: * ight in it that He may declare he does. If 
not, I ſhall chuſe for Myſelf what conduceth 


to my Felicity; and cannot but do ſo if under 


no Reſtraint. 


On the Whole therefore: As atprebended 
| Good, however fanciful, is ſo frequently in- 
ſtrumental to the Enjoyment of our Being in 


| - this Earthly State, it deſerves not to be decried 


as a Dream or Shadow, wie ber 
nnn 


[16] 
preſent Felicity may be found at Times, 
2 to depend upon it. 


5 Hain thus endeavoured to repreſent the 
Nature of Happineſs in general, in the ſeve- 
ral Views that haye been mentioned ; I con- 
ceive it adviſeable; To conſider next; What 
is alſo the Nature, and what may have been 
the Occaſion, of thoſe various affecting Evils, 
and conſequent Miſeries, to which all the 
Creatures in this World are rendered liable: 
for theſe ſeem to obſtruct, and in ſome In- 
ſtances wholly to prevent, that comfortable 
Wo of Exiſtence, which ſome may imagine 
t reaſonably be expected from the Bene- 
volence and Goodneſs of the grand Director of 


all . who hath given to All their Being, 
ought to — 3 them the 
Station and Circumſtances wherein they are 


found, —Let us ene er to this 
eee 


rr 


— 
„ Ms es 


« Concerning the apprehended Evils 
s and Miſeries which all the Crea- 
. tures on Earth are ſubject to. 


nende Evil and Miſery, of one Kind 
A and another, have every where, and in 
every Age of the World, ſo frequently ap- 
peared among the various Ranks of Creatures; 
and, in ſome Inſtances reſpecting Mankind, in 
= 1o a/oni/hing a Manner, that many of the 
Heathen Philoſophers, and ſome who pro- 
| feſſed themſelves Chriſtians, ( viz; the Mar- 
cionites and Manichzans) were hereby led to 
imagine, That an Original Evil Being, had, 
together with a Good One, a. conſiderable 
Hand, if not the greateſt, in contriving and 
conſtituting this Earthly- State of Things. 
And a great many others have thought it an al- 
moſt unſurmountable Difficulty, to adjuſt thoſe 
ſtrange Appearances to the acknowledged 
Perfections of God. But, as we mult necef+ 
ſarily conclude, that finite Wiſdom cannot 
poſſibly err in any of its Directions; nor, that 
the Fountain of Benevolence and Goodneſs 
can be chargeable with Cruelty, or a Want 
of Kindneſs, to any of his Creatures, unleſs 
deſerved; let us carefully examine the Ground 
of theſe Apprehenſions, with reſpect to the 


Evil 


Nature, and the Origin alſo of Evil. 


94 


. - 


1 - Evil then in general, is commonly con- 
Ceived of in two very different Views. In 
one of which it is termed, Moral Evil; and in 
= - the other, Natural. The firft Sort, my pre- 
13 ſent Diſcourſe is not directly concerned in: 
1 however I ſhall juſt point at it, for the better 

' introducing what I ſhall obſerve on the latter. 
oral Evil then, is underſtood to conſiſt 
in the Depravity of Mens Manners :—in be- 
having inconſiſtently with our rational Nature, 

and with the Nature of Things relating to us: 
or, in other Words, in doing what the Law 
e⁊gngraven on our Minds forbids us to do; or, 
nin not doing what it requires; whereby we 
= both the Will and the Authority of 
im who made us, as well as contradict ouf 
own Reaſon. This, is Evil in Conduct. But 
T ſhall not enlarge on this: and therefore 
proceed to conſider, SECONDLY, © The Caſe 
r | 


Now, what is thus termed, confiſts moſt 
Properly, in a Creature's being affected with 
Pain, of one Kind or another; by whatever 

Means I. And this is apprehended a 

_ Caſe of Miſery, in rtion to the Degrees 
in which — W N eels it. Indeed, by kr 
common Fi in Lan , the Cauſes 
ſuch Suleings are Goin e. a8 
the Evils themſelves to * the Creatures 
are liable; but properly and ſtrictly ſpeaking, 


= . ccc 


tis Pain only that is the apprehended Evil, 
for the Cauſc of any Thing, is — nn 


different from the Effect produced by it 
But let us more directly conſider, what may | 


moſt properly: be termed an Evil, 


| Now there are, as I conceive, two o diſtin | 
Ideas that concur uſually in forming this Cha- 


racter: viz. Pain, and Detriment: not Pain 
alone; altho' this is moſt agreeable to the 


common Sentiment; but Pain attended with 
Damage; or Pain that is no Way __ 
„ as 


ſated. When ſuch Pain is endn 
Whol 


proves on the e eventually detrimental ; 


or, which finally ends in the Creature's Da- 


mage, that is, when the Amount of all, in- 
cluding correlative attending Circumſtances, | 


deſerves to be thus accounted: In ſuch De- 
gree as this is the Caſe, a Sufferer may be 


ſaid (if there be any ſuch Perſon who is thus 


"unavoidably and undeſervedly afflicted) to un- 


providential real Evil, or pure Pain. 


Tz But then, on the other Hand, when Pain is 


needful, or conducive, to hin an over-bal- 
lancing Good, or when it is connected with 
any ſuch Good, it cannot ot deſerve, in /ach/Cir- 
cumſtances, to be a d an Evil: for, as 


thus conſidered, it merits ** the Character 


of a Good. "Tis true, the real Nature of 
Things cannot poſſibly be changed. Pain is 


as 2 Pain, fo far as it affects the Sufferer, 
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| Co”; — 
Circumſtances of the Caſe may alter its CH. 
rater, altho ſuch Circumſtances cannot an- 
nul any one eſſential Property of it. From a 
Want of attending to this, we very often err 

in e ee 

in the conſequent Repreſentations we are 
wont to give of them. In moſt Caſes, par- 
ticularly of Good and Evil, we commonly 
derive our Notions and 
the naked Natures (as I take Leave to expreſs 
it) of One and the Other: whereas we ought, 

in all Caſes, to conſider them as clothed with 
their ſeveral. connected Circumſtances, ſo far 
as we can diſcover them; ſince they are, (as 
was noted above) when ſeparately conſidered, 
and when in Conjunction with theſe, a Sort of 
different Objefts, which, if well examined, 
would appear in a different View; and there- 
upon occaſion very different Conceptions ; {0 
far, at leaſt, nn. « manifeſt alf. | 
ferent Caſe. | 


8 e. e 
and Hardſhips, the. Difficulties and 
which are commonly undergone in the Purſuits 
of Wealth and Honour, as real Evils, when 
the Proſpects of Succeſs are fair and inviting; 
and eſpecially after he has ſucceeded to any 

conſiderable Advantage in ſuch Purſuits? And 

yet each of theſe will be acknowledged to be 


——— Grim 1 
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an Evi as in itſelf conſidered; and is always 
avoided as ſuch, when there is no Premium to 


be propoſed by ne to it. 


In like manner, Men are 8 recon- 
ciled to the moſt diſtaſteful Phyſick for the 
Recovery of Health; yea, to the Amputation 
of the moſt uſeful Member, if apprehended 


needful for the D ration of Life. The 


Diſagreeableneſs of the Means, and the Pain 
they may occaſion, are diſregarded, or Hab. 
mitted to, on account of the End. | 
They put on in this View, a different Ap- 
pearance from what they naturally have when 
conſidered in themſelves ; and hereupon be- 
come Odhjects of Eſteem and Election: 
ceaſe, in ſuch Circumſtances, to have their ; 
natural Influence on the Mind; and therefore 
muſt deſerve a different Denomination from 
what belongs to them in their naked State: 
they are indeed different Objects (as was in- 
timated above) in their relative Appearance, 
from what they are in their purely natural ; 


ſince they affect and operate differently. Let 
me briefly touch on this, as a farther Confir- 


mation of what I here intend, in the moſt 
affecting of thoſe Inſtances before pointed at; 
D tbe Ampuration of a Member. Suppoſe 
then the Anguiſh of the Operation appears 
before the Mind of the Petſon to undergo it, 
in all its Terrors. How extremely ſhocking 
would this Caſe be found, were there no Cir- 


OY ea 


85 _ i 

| cumſtance attending it to adminiſter the leaſt / 
=_ Support ! How would all Nature tremble, 
11 and ſtart back, on even the firſt * of 
'2 the Apparatus to effect it! | 


| But let us turn the T ables a little, and view 
1 it in a different Light. Let us conceive of 
© another ſuch Sufferer under a ſtrong Hope of 
| preſerving, by ſuch Endurance, a Life other- 
"— wiſe quite deſpaired of. What a wonderful 
— Alteration will this effect! What Courage 
1 and Conſtancy will it excite in this Man? How 
will it, at once animate his enduring Powers, 
and ſooth and mitigate every painful Senſation; 
as well as draw off his Attention from a Mul- 
titude of thoſe, which the Other ey __ 
with Horror ? | 


From this Infor it — 92 appears, 
That Mens ſubmitting to a leſs Evil, even 
barely to avoid a greater, is accounted and 
choſen as a valuable Good : and much more 
readily is it thus eſteemed, when greatly over- 
ballancing pofitive Goods, may be propoſed 
and 3 The Means indeed of obtain- 
ing almoſt every Sort of Good, perhaps of 
every preſent Good, are, in themſelves con- 
| ſidered, painful, or diſagreeable, in one Re- 
ipect or another. Acquired Wealth and Ho- 
nour, are evidently thus obtained: and fo 
| likewiſe are Skill and Dexterity in every Art; 
and Eminence wn in every Science: 
more 


1231 „„ 
moreover, the Production of every Creature is 
neceſſarily attended with Pain. Nor, can 
this admirable Direction of Things be juſtly 
wondered at: for, had not this Method of 
propagating the Creatures, and of conveying 
3 . —_ --- 
eſtabliſhed preſent World, preſent 
State of Things, could not have taken Place 
in the Manner they now appear; and had 
they not taken Place, there would then have 
been a conſiderable Chaſm, or wide Gap in 
the Univerſe, that might have been filled up 
to great Adyantage, and was needful perhaps 
to be filled, in order to complete the Unzver-- 
would have appeared a ſtrange Defe&, or 
| Overſight, in the Grand Contriver. But, con- 
| ſummate Wiſdom, not being capable of erring 
in any projected Scheme, or in any Part of its 
Workmanſhip, muſt be ſuppoſed to have had 
ſufficient Reaſon, for forfning this Earthly 
Syſtem, and every Part belonging to it, in the 
Manner they are actually formed “: 2 


* No Machine, if perfecih formed to anſwer any. 
| propoſed Ends, can admit I think of being formed in 
any other Manner than it is, in even the minuteſt Part; 
ſo as to anſwer every ſuch Propoſal to equal Advantage 
every 4 0 ; unleſs 2 A 7a 4 r 
may equally accompliſh, in every View, the very iame 
Thing; which I . is ſmpofble, and efpecial | 
when the Deſign is vaſtly complicated, and branch 
itſelf out into numberleſs ſ 8 Views. Perfictim, 
31 C4 | in 


% 


| alſo for regulati ting every Part as tis now ſbund: 


Means, to the effecting deſireable Good, is 
an admirable Contrivance that admits not — 
leaſt room for Blame or Miſconſtruction: 


TCA 


and no doubt, hath directed all to as great 
Advantage, every _ as the I aaa 
would Mm Re: ok! 


- Wherefore on A. Whole, we 1 Reafon | 
to conclude; That the Introduction of Evil 


into this Earthly Syſtem, or rather, of what 
is thus accounted, * if not a neceſſary 


rather it appears, as in this View, even to our 
low Underſtandings, an amazing Reach botn 
of Skill and eee which ſets forth — 


divine Perfection in as eminent and conſpi 


ous a Light, as any other nen of it 
ga do; rcp 


in ef Caſe, cannot, as I conceive, able ak any Sort 
of Alteration, in any Part belonging to it; ſince this 
would imply two Perfections at leaſt, in the ſame 


Thing, and on the ſame Account; which appears to 
me an Abſurdity: for then the very ſame Thing might 


be different · from what it is, and yet the very ſame, Be- 
ſides ; in every Piece of compleatly perfect Workmanſhip, 
there can neither be a Defe#?, nor yet a Super fluity : and 
eyery Part hath an inſeparable ConneCtion with the 
Whole; and bears a proper Reſpect, one Way or ano- 
ther to eve 'y other Part. might illuſtrate this fur - 
ther, was there any Occaſion to confirm the Obſerva-. 


tion to which it refers. Ven 


* Origin of Evil, P- 18, 19, &e, 


8 
2 9 1. * 
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1 By 
I any one finds not Satisfation in what hath 
been ſuggeſted concerning this difficult Point; 
and may want, or deſire, to be farther in- 
formed; I would entreat him to conſider ;— 
Whether or not, he be really ſatisfied with his 
preſent Being?—with the Appetites and Senſes 
inſerted in his Conſtitution ?—with the exter- 
nal Goods provided for him? or even with 
the Reaſon he finds himſelf endowed with? 
If he anſwers in the Affirmative : I would 
| then deſire him, to conſider farther ;; which 
Way he would p e to partake of Fleſh 
and Blood, or — cen with his fellow Mor- 
tals in the preſent Form of his Body, with- 
out being liable to Sickneſs, Pain, 3 
or, without being expoſed to any other appre- 
hended Evil which this bodily Conſtit tion 
doth now ſubject him to ?—In what Manner 
would he deſire, e. g. to have his Organ of 

= formed; fo as not to convey Impreſſions 

f diſtaſteful Objects, as well as of thoſe that 


delight him? — Or, how could he contrive 


the Senſe of Taſte, if it were not to be recep= _ 
tive of diſpleaſing Reliſhes ; but purely of 
thoſe that are agreeable?—Or that o Hearing ; 
—if it were to admit only delightful and har- 
monious Sounds ; but none that are at all of- 
fenſive ?—E what Manner alſo, would he 
propoſe to have his Reaſon implanted in him? 
or, to enjoy the Benefit of his diſtinguiſhing 
Faculty? if it * only be ſerviceable in 
| . direQting and chuſing aright, in every Con- 


cen 


40 


1% which are uſually aſcribed to him.” 


I pri 5 gi 


Abſurdities, hib ſüch ON ſuch 2 would ſug- 
geſt, but account it need! 


. 


een 


But it may, after all, be eln gene- 
ral, a8 it aZually has been ; * That this 
« earthly Syſtem might have been better con- 
< trived, and more conſiſtently with the a 
10 prehended Perfection of the Great Artiſt ;. 
icular, with the Benevolence and Good- 


'To this I would reply: hat Amazement 
is it ! that ſo mean a Creature as Man, ſhould 


preſume to arraign the incomparable Works 


of WISpou l or, ſhould conceit, he was ca- 


pable of excelling the Skill of OMnisct- 
ENCE Is he fo well acquainted with the 
"SIT MacuiNs of the Univerſe ! as to dif- 


lainly, what Part of it is ſuperfluous ; 


. what is wrongly contrived ? what might 


have been omitted, without diſconcerting the 


Remainder? or, what Part might have been 


directed to greater Advantage than it is? one 


. would think, ſuch an arrogant wild Concei 


* not * 
| d 


Ty UF... 
Man No doubt the Whole is ſo A- 
 pendouſly wonderful, that, not the leaſt con- 
fiderable / Part could be well omitted, or 
placed otherwiſe than it is, without affecting 


dhe Harmony, if not preventing the Deſign, 


W Reaſon to conclude; yea, to be fully and 


that was mt 7vrfely propoſed by this AMAz- 
| inc FaBrick*®. And, we have abundant. 


firmly perſuaded ; that this earthly Syſtem in 


1 particular, however ſmall a Part of the vas r- 5 


| LY EXTENDED UNIVERSE, is various Ways, 
| with allits Furniture, moſt admirably adjuſted, 
to complete, in its Place, the Grand Defign : 
for, there are numberleſs Demonſtrations of - 
| it, which plainly appear even to human View, 
| that prove it beyond Denial. Should there- 
fore thoſe Mites of Entity be ſo much diſſatisfied 
with their Make, or with any Appointments 
reſpecting them, as to find fault with the 
divine Contrivance; they would herein diſco- 


e ge, ben ee, Bren, and G. 


ciit, as were not to be equalled by any thing 
| appearing in Nature; their 40/4 Þroflnpricn 
excepted ! But I forbear to enlarge on this 
| Reproach to even Humanity, as hoping there 
is no where now found ſuch aſtoniſhing Stu- 
pidity and Extravagances among Chriſtians, 
as there formerly were in the Heathen World. 


See the Note, py 23, 2. 
It 


flatter myſelf, there hath enough already been 


= 

— not be difficult, to clear up and 
ſtrengthen what before hath been ſuggeſted, 
were it really needfu]l. But 1 am willing to 


oftered, to ſatisfy thoſe who are capable of 
entering into this Part of my Argument, and 
may candidly examine what hath' been ob- 
ſerved: beſides, I ſhall have Occaſion here- 
after, to apply thoſe Conſiderations to ſome Wi 
cular Inſtances, when, what hath here 
| remarked, will again be touched on, 
and, I ene illuſtrated to e OY 
1 deſired. 5 | 


Thus * 1 l to ay A 5 = 
Foundation for what I chiefly aim at in this 
. Diſcourſe, by examining, © Fin, the Na- 
ture and Ground of Happineſt; and point- 
ing out the principal Views in which 'tis I 
_ < uſually conſidered. And, Secondly : By 
making the like Inquiry concerning the 
Nature and Origin of the various Evils, 
and conſequent apprehended Miſeries, to 
« which all the Creatures in this World are 
“ rendered liable; and — our Humat 


66 Species.” 


a x 


—— 


Having thus taken thoſe two preliminary 
Steps, I thall now more directly enter on my 
main Subject. Accordingly, I ſhall ftrive to 

account for thoſe ftrangely different —_— 


WO 2 ww 
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e 


r 
of apprehend Good and Evil, which ſeem to 
have been diſtributed with a very unequal 


Hand, among the Individuals of every Species 


that come within our View; and eſpecially | 
among our Wn. e ene „ 


And, Hf, 1 ſhall confider the Caſs, with - 


reſpect to irrational Creatures. For, as thoſe 
are ſubjected to many of the ſame Evils that 
are obſervable among Men; and, as it can- 
not be ſuppoſed, they will ever be compen- 
ſated in a future State“; I cannot fee, how 
the Diſpenſations of God can be well ac- 
counted for with reſpe& to hoſe, unleſs ſome 
other Method be taken for it, than hath gene- 
rally been fixed on in relation to Mankind.— 


1 (hall attempt to ſolve this grand Difficulty, 


by proſecuting the Obſervations already made 
concerning Good and Evil; and, by applying 
them more directly to the Caſe of thoſe Crea- 


| tures that are thought unequally treated. 


e © Inthis particularly, and in ſome other Inſtances, l 


find myſelf obliged to differ in Sentiments, from the 
acute and judicious Author I have mentioned, and re- 


ferred to; as his valuable Treatiſe cannot, I imagine, 


be well ſupported in ſome few Particulars, 


CHAP. 


+ 30 
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40 The Appointments of Providence 


4 conſidered with reſpe& to the 
« various Kinds of IrrationalCrea- 


« tures which God hath formed 


e in zhjs World. ws 
8 the Work of a divine Hand, and plainly 
or ers, even to Human Minds, a moſt ſtu- 
ndous os trench of Skilfulneſs and Power; it 
eads us to conceive of the GRAND ARCHI- 
TECT OF THE UNIVERSE, as a Heing poſ- 
ſeſſed in the higheſt Degree imaginable, of all 
thoſe Excellencies and Perfections that tend to 


INCE the whole Creation is <4 


exalt his Character. And, as we cannot but 


judge of God, in all Caſes, according to the 


Notions we are capable of forming of Things, 


there ſeems to be ſufficient Ground to con- 


clude ; that his original Aim, in giving Being 


to Species of Creatures, and placing 
them ſeverally in the Condition and Circum- 


ſtances wherein they are found, was perfeftly 


| right, and worthy off Himſelf, whatever Dit- 
ference may appear in his various Allotments 

to any of them. And there are ſeveral obyi- 

ous Conſiderations that lead us farther to con- 


clude; he certainly propeted to make all his 
Creatures 


7 4 - ee oe. aaa. a Sd. to 


fart. 
Creatures as 1 or, to put them into the 
Enjoyment of as much Good, as the Natures 
given them was rendered capable of; and, as 
the State of Things relating to them would pro- 
perly admit *. Nor can we in the leaſt doubt, 
. but that both were ſo admirably contrived, as 

W to ſuit as nearly, as infinite Wiſdom, con- 

nected with 1 ite Goodneſs, did find ad- 
_ HH viſcable. We have therefore ſufficient Reaſon 
WY to be convinced; © That neither a cafe of 
« Miſery, nor any Degree of pure Evil, was 
intended for any Creatures on the Whole 
of their Exiſtence.” I thus expreſs myſelf; 

| becauſe it ought to be confer? that what= 
ever Portion of Good or Evil, may be the 
Lot of any n Time, or in o- 
caſional Circumſtances, it cannot pro 

give a Character of their State of Being int per 

general; nor therefore to their Sander of 
Treatment, by Him who hath ordered all 
Wm 


And let it 4¹⁰ i convent, that n no Crea- © 

| tures can juſtly be ſaid, to be in Degree 

| cikrable.” on the Whole of their Exiſtence, 
when their pony g Entertainments do bat 

their Sufferings ; and eſpecially when 

ey exceed them in the loweſt Meaſure.” Nor, 


yoo pry eng, of SN the | 


e Origin of Evil p- 46. 
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Character of an Evil, (as hath been prov 
before) when needful, or inſtrumental, to ob- 
tain a preponderating Good, — 1 obſerve far- 
ther: That the Supreme Being, in contriy- 
« ing and cſtabliſhing the Laws of Nature; 
« and in particular, in forming the various 
Species of Creatures, and what concerneth 
« them, ſeems to have been obliged, from 
the evident Reaſons of Things, to regard 
« chiefly the common Good of all, as they were 
c defigned to contribute to each other's Hap- 
“ pineſs: for, an extended common Good is 
manifeſtly preferable, in proportion to its Ex- 
tent, to a that is limited. And ſo muſt 
the Good of a ſuperior Species of Creatures, 
be preferable to the Good of one inferior to 
it. Theſe things are fo evident, that no rea- 
ſonable Perſon can be ſuppoſed to conteſt 
them. Should therefore what is thought an 
Evil, in reſpect to a particular Species, be the 
neceſſary Means of promoting, or preſerving, 
the more conſiderable Good of one ſuperior 
to it, and hereupon deſerving greater Regard ; 
ſuch Evil as this, altho it may conſiderably 
affect the Sufferers, ought certainly to be al- 
lowed by the All- wiſe Director of all Things, 
and ſubmitted to by the others, were they 
rational; provided their State of Being is ren- 
dered digible on the hole of it; and eſpeci- 
ally when it admits of the like comfortable 
Fruitions as that of their Superiors may. © 


There 
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"There en d be no room, in 
this ſuppoſed Conſtitution of Things, to 
cenſure tuch Appointments, or to object at 
| 2 a inſt them. The Cafe became un- 


ble, in a Syſtem fo variouſly framed 
as 4 preſent Syſtem is; which we have 


Reaſon to believe, is mol admirably con- 
trived to correſpond with a general , 


extenſive Plan, wherein this hath its proper 
Part. Human Minds can attain but very 
little Knowledge of this general amazing 
Syſtem : nay, it vaſtly ſarmounts the 44 0 
Stretch of our low Capacities. But 7 


however is apparent: That either thoſe : 
« Creatures which are made to ſubſiſt on 


« others their Inferiors, muſt not have 


* been formed; or not formed with the 


« Natures and Appetite they now have; 
t© or otherwiſe this imagined Evil to the 
« inferior Tribes muſt neceſſarily have 
“ been admitted.” And if Matters, after all, 
have been ſo wonderfully contrived, and ſo 
kindly alſodirected, as that the appearing Suf- 


 fering, or even Extin#jon of certain Crea- . 


tures, is either no real Evil to them, or no 


ſuch Evil as makes, on the whole of their 
Caſe, any real Diſtinction with reſpe&t totheir 


Happineſs; but their State of Being is alike 


kind EPI for, as is that of their Sn- 
; there can then be much leſs room 


to — enn 8 ſuch Account. 


That 


« 2 
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Flies 


Evils, that attend their State of Being 


[ 34 7 8 
That this is certainly the Caſe, as : to all 
thoſe Creatures that are ee ſubſervient to 
others in a way of Suffering, I apprehend 


is undeniable ; and will T hope be made ap- 
pear in the Progreſs of this Diſcourſe. 


"Tis true, a great Part of che animal Crea- 


| tion, ſeems to have been formed, and deſigned 


in part, as proper Food for our human Spe- 
42 and anos others, for the Sub- 


tence of ſuperior Creatures among their 
animal Tribes; but tis plainly diſcernable, 
4 to Creatures thus acbgmed, , that in the 


proper Times of their Enjoyment, th 

taſte, as well as others, the Geral Delight 
pared for them ; (which are the only 
aſures they were formed for) and may 
therefore te as kindly dealt with, on the 
awhole of their Exiſtence, rotwithſtandin g 


the Appointment that is here ſuppoſed, as 
any other irrational Creatures are. . 
eearthly Creature is made ſubject to ES: 


and to the ordinary Pains, 8 ap 


And fuch as are ſoon diſp 
of Man, or to ſupport ſome 


ched for the U 
ome other Animal: 


of a ſuperior Kind, have herein even 2 
Privilege, beyond thoſe whoſe Diſſolution 


15 wrought i in the natural Way. 


Having premiſed theſe Things, 1 pro- 
ceed to the Proof of what hings 1 ps 
above; 


0 
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| piles; « From the 45 Wi Gem, - 
« and the conſequent 7 pre #-olrrar LE 


4 meetneſs of Things, as they 79 7 each 
A Icther. We may form, I fay, ſuch 


= rar Original of all Things”. 


0361 
above; * This God en ts 
te yeh 5 wakes all his dene. as kappy 
« ox, to put them into the Enjoyment 


„ much Good, as their State of Being, 


c 


d Gt 


and the State of Things relating to Pi 


« would properly admit : and 1n this he 


« ſeems 2 nas 2h | IO, 
. neſs to all.” 


Now we have ft I ee! ſufficient , 
Reaſon to conclude * Es 


f 


« which we cannot but upp 
8 * Original of all N 


Seconpr x, From the Relation 8 23 
« ſtands in to the ſeveral n he has "i 


ce formed.” a £6 


pole in DIE 


And THIRDLY, © From 4 nature 1 


Concluſigns, | ave 


FirsT, © Pon the the con — 
“and the conſequent moſt perfect mf ng 
* which we. cannot but 
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- InTeLL1GeNCe, and Powtk, are (as 
I conceive) the prime Perfections of God; 
and are neceſſarily connected with each 
other, altho' in their Nature diſtin& and 
ſeparate. The Firſt, viz. Intelligence, or 
E zſadum, ſeems to be the Original of all 
the other divine Attributes, excepting Pow- 
er; and alſo to be the Guide and Gover- 
nor of this. But, tho Power be a diſſimilar, 
and very different Perfection, it muſt neceſ- 
ſarily attend on Wiſdom, and become ſub- 
ſervient to all its Meaſures; otherwiſe the 
ee Being might be thought the moſt 
unhappy of all Beings: for, we can ſcarcely i 
conceive of a more affecting Cauſe of Grief 
than to ſee, in numberleſs Inſtances, what 
is fitting to be done, and the proper Means 
ol doing it, and not have ſuitable Abilities 
to accompliſh it, or ſet about it. 


I therefore conſider theſe two moſt emi- 
nent Excellencies, as unoriginated Perfec- 
tions; which are in a peculiar Manner, eſ- 
ſential to the Supreme Being; and, which 
ſet him before our Minds in the moſt ex- 

alted View. But, ſince my preſent Inquiry | 
' hath no dire& concern in the Attribute of 
Power, I ſhall wave any farther Remarks 
on thts; and proceed to conſider the pro- 


— aenance 1 n * 


18 
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id). 


: per Influence of that other | unoriginated | Þ 
Eminency of God: viz. his Wiſdom. And, 


as Goodneſs ſeems to be a ſpecial Conſequent 
of this Perfection, I ſhall firſt remark con- 


cerning his Goodneſs ;——— That this ſubordi= 
nate Attribute conſiſts, as I conceive, & In 
a benevolent Diſpoſition to communicate 


* Good throughout the Univerſe, fo far as 


there is proper Room for it: which Diſ- 


« poſition ſeems naturally, if not neceſſa- 
« rily, to reſult from a perfect Deſcernment 
« of Things.” For, wherever there is pro- 


1 per Room to extend, or propagate Good; 


1. e. whenever tis adviſeable, all things con- 
fidered; (of which no Being but the Supreme 
can be an adequate Judge) there is then 
a Reaſon to communicate it, commenſurate 
to the Caſe. And one who perceiveth this, 
and hath alſo Ability to eld it, is, as I 
would humbly expreſs it, called upon, by 


the Nature and Reaſons of Things, to ex- 


erciſe herein his Power, in pr 


oportion to 
the Degrees of the Call; which Ca// the 


God of perfect Rectitude, cannot be ſup- 


poſed, at any e or in 0 9 > ; 


deR 


80 that the Surn zeln Bens, by dif. 
cerning all Things perfectly, ſeems to be 


* among the other Fruits of nme 


D 3 ledge, 


mean, of 
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to this benefiecnt and indulgent 
iipoſition which we term, _ 

Goodneſs therefore in God, and e 

Perfection, excepting Power, is 2 no 
other than the Fruit of Knowledge ; or, 

than the natural Reſult of a 008 Dif 

cernment of Things. * 


Nov, whether we conſider the On 
per Efes either of Wiſdom, or of eſs, 
tit will lead us to conclude; That God's 

- original Aim in giving Being to every Spe- 
cies of Creatures, was, to tommunicare: Good 
Throughout the Univerſe :, and the rather may 

we thus conclude ; as his own moſt ex- 
alted Entertainment ma chiefl 
be thus derived: and al as — 
raiſe, in all rational Creatures, the moſt 
exalted Conceptions of him they are capa- 
ble of attaining. Moreover, this ſame Path 
Will lead us yet farther, to this conſequent 
Concluſion ; viz. That the introducing of 
pure Evil, in any Part of the Creation, I 
4 Evil no way compen- 
ſatod, muſt be as diſtant from God as is 
+ ao fouleſt Iniquity. Indeed, pure Evil can 

[hs no other Entertainment, than in a 

ay of Malice, Nl nature, or Revenge, 
This cannot therefore be dfignedy produced, 
or any way occafioned, by a Being of per- 
fet Refitude ; —— by the Gop or ALL 


led; 


Prk⸗ | 


F 
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PERFECTION ; Whoſe Nature cannot admit 
of any ſuch odious Principles. L preſume 
to add; — That to inflict, or occaſion Evil, 
without a View of ſome preponderating 
Good, is to act without a Mative ; I mean, 
without a Motive which Reaſon may ap- 
prove of. Now Reaſon is the Director of 


a4 Adtions that are not merely animal. 


And TruTH and Goop are the only Ob- 
jects that Reaſon can ultimately fix upon. 
Turn, in whatever Caſe, is an emment 
Good. I underitand by Truth,—a true or 
right connexion of Things ; which is, I ap- 
= prchend, the only proper Notion of it. And 
= the ſuiting of Things harmoniouſly doth 
= generally, if not always, lead to the beſt 
' Enjoyment of Good. So that, Truth and 
| Good mags hee ts ants as 1 
= conceive, inſeparable. On the other Hand, 
| cauſcleſs Evil, or Evil inflicted without 
Deſert, or, without a Proſpect of over-bal- 
lancing Good attending it, can have zo 
Motive that is rational. To inflict this, 
is, (as will be further ſhewn under a fol- 
lowing Head) to join Things «nnaturally: 
both Truth and Good, thoſe principal Ob- 
jocts of Reaſon, are hereby contradicted ; 
which the lte rational Being, whilft a&- 
ing apreeably to his Nature, is incapable of 
ng; and much more therefore, the 
Higheſt, "Tis, as I ſaid, a connecting Things 


. ; 
unnaturally; or rather, an Attempt to con- 
_ them: for, their diffimilar Natures 
a true Connexion: "Tis perfect wrong 

acting: the Effects of which leh mon- 
Atrous: extremely unſhapely : and ſtrangely 
diſagreeing. How then can it be ſuppoſed; 
that the God of perfect Rectitude; . 
Wiſdom, Truth, and Goodneſi, can, in any 
Caſe, be chargeable with his? or ever 
give Occaſion for the loweſt Degree of ſuch 
a Charge? He, moſt certainly, muſt be 
acknowledged to have a 2 Diſcern- 
ment of every Thing ; and alfo to propoſe 
the exacigſt Agreement in all Things: and 

therefore in all his Works, and in all his 
Ways, muſt fr: obſerve the Rule of 
Truth; — can join rothing but what rightly 
ſuits. And his Googneſs in particular, muſt” 
3 lead him to make way for Got; 

_ all that Good which the reſpective 
2 Natures 


I can lee but little in that Argument which 
ſeems to ariſe from hence; and, which an excellent . 
Author hath urged ; ——*<< That, according to this 
« Opinion, God's Goodneſs would have obliged him, 
to have preduced from Kternity, the utmoſt Po. | 

I ſibilities of Happineſs in all Places, and at all 
4% Times.” — Perhaps, from Eternity, the like nums- 
berleſs Kinds ng Meaſures of Elappineſs, were 
actually produced that now appear. Nor can I per- 
ceive any greater Abſurdity in this; I will venture 
to add, — nor a8 n greet 3 as in ſuppoſing an rags” 


* 


Naturęs of the Creatures he hath formed, 
and the Nature of Things relating to them, 

Vill well admit; and therefore muſt pro- 
mote always, on this other Account, ( as 
| will preſently be farther ſhewn ) the moſt 

harmonious Connexion of Things; becauſe 
Good will be the, Reſult of this to every 


Creature concerned. : 


Viid thro' the Univerſe, numberleſs Ages before the 
acknowledged Creation actually took Place.—And, 
to argue on any Occaſion, about what is poſſible to 
be done by an mtu Being; or, what boundleſs 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs would oblige the Deity to ef- 
fect; doth ſeem to be as wild an Attempt, as to 
pretend to graſp the Univerſe. It would, I think, 
be preſumptuous in the higheſt created Being. Tis 
enoiIgh for us to know; That God hath always 
acted moſt perfectly worthy of himſelf in whatever 
he hath done; od that all his Meaſures have al- 
ways been guided by wunerring Hiſdom ; and there- 
fore been productive of as great an Extent of Good, 
as he thought proper to make any Diſcoveries of. 
But tho can take upon him to be a competent 
Judge of this? or to fix the Limits of divine Pro- 
ceeding in whatever Caſe? _ „ 
Should an inſmite Being exert fully his boundleſs 
Perſections, he would inſinitely diſplay them in 
poſſible Undertakings ! But, how ſoon, and perfectly 
would this Thought -bewilder us, ſhould we take 
upon us to purſue it in any one Inſtance !— It muſt 
tranſcend ' boundleſly even the maſt enlarged created 
Mind. And therefore, for finite. Creatures; for. 
Man eſpecially, to talk thus of Infinity, is a Sort of 
Language I can by no means underſtand, _ 


I do 


- 
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1 do I conclude, upon the aha 
That there was nothing but Good, either im- 
mediate, or conſequential, originally aimed 
at in the hole Creation; and therefore, 
that Species of Creatures which exiſt 
in * orld, as well as Mankind, are 
certainly put into a State of Being, which 
may render them as happy as their reſpec- 
tive Natures, and the various Things re- 


ating to them, would properly admit. 


For what Reiſs thoſe Creatures are 60 
variouſly formed; and formed as they are; 
and on what Accounts external Things re- 
lating to them, are thus prepared, hath 
been in Part already pointed at, and will 
farther be made appear in another Place. 


But, beſides the Conſiderations 1 have 
here pointed at, we are farther led to make : 
the like Concluſions, : 


SeconDLY, ce From his Relation God 
« ſtands in to the ſeveral Creatures ns hath 
6 formed.” | 


We can conceive of no nearer Relation 
between any Beings, 'nor of any more en- 
gaging among rational Beings, than what 


reſults from giving, and receiving Exiſtence. 
Theſe 


a ws w# 11 DO" 


Hl" we 
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every 
fince God hath inſerted this amazing Storge 
this natural tender Diſpoſition, in even the 


* 


„ 


Theſe Relations we term, when reſpecting 


the latter, parental and filial. 
| Now, as God is moſt properly the Ori- 


ginal of every Creature, fince all have re- 
ceived their Exiſtence from him; he, may 
therefore be confidered as the common Pa- 


rent of all. And, as the Endearment re- 
ſulting from this Relation, is conſpicuous 
and ſurprizing in every Species of Creatures 


towards their Young, altho but iH rumen- 
tally concerned in bringing them into Be- 


ing, there ſeems Reaſon to ſuppoſe the like, 
in the great Original of al Beings, towards 
reature that he hath formed : for, 


leaſt confiderable Creatures that come with- 


in our View ; we may very reaſonably con- 


clude, he is himſelf poſſeſſed of the fame, 


in a more exalted and perfect Manner, to- 


wards every Species of Creatures he hath 
given Being to: for theſe are more pro- 
perly his own Production, than the Young 
of any Creatures can be ſaid to be of the 


Parents, or Dams, which were but the 
Inſiruments of conveying Being 0 them. | 


Nor can this be juſtly charged, either as 


an extravagant, or yet a groundleſs Imagi- 


nation, in reſpect to Creatures of even the 


minuteſt 


% 
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minutef Kinds, any more than of thoſe of 
the higheſt Order: for, whatever Difference 
there may be between them, or, however 
diſtant their Natures and Capacities are 
90 ſed to be; they are all alite produced 
4 and be thus diſtant from one 

bc frwat by the all-commanding Influence 
ol his wiſely directing Will. And may we 
not therefore conclude, that all were de- 


| ſigned to be made as happy, as the reſpec- 


tive Natures given them were rendered ca- 
pu of? moſt evident it is; that ſuch rich 
roviſion hath been made for all, with re- 
gard to their Support, their Preſervation, 
and Entertainment, as ſeems to be alike 
indulgent. Their very different Capacities 
and Taſtes will not indeed admit of the 
fame Kinds, or the fame meaſure of Good; 
but every Species may obtain ſuch Portions 
of proper Good, as may ſuit, and alſo #/, 
their various Capacities, however diſtant 
from each other; and therefore may be 
ſuppoſed to be alike happy, in their various 
Ways of enjoying themſelves.— But I am 
not willing to purſue this Conſideration far- 


ther, leſt I too much ſtartle thoſe, whoſe 


eſtabliſh:d Notions may diſincline, if not 
diſable them, to examine impartially, and 
with necdful Attention, the Ground on 
which I have raiſed it. And therefore I 
ſhall only in general obſerve farther; I 


ths 
if God be conſidered under the Notion of ; & 
Parent, we may from hence alſo conclude ; 
he intended for all his Creatures, all that 
Good which the Natures. given them were 
fitted to enjoy, ſo far as the general Syſtem . 
in which he thought proper to place them, 
= would well admit. And the other Con- 
= fideration I before mentioned will corrobo- 
rate this Concluſion, viz. 


THIRDLY, cc The Nature and Meetneſs 
| if Things, as they reſpect each ny.” 


So amazingly | hath God contrived, con- 
ſtituted, and eſtabliſhed, the ſeveral Parts 
of the Creation, that all thoſe Things 
= which have any Relation or Reſpect to each 
= other, are ſo nicely proportioned, and ſo ex- 
actly adjuſted, that they admirablytally, when 
rightly ſet together; and fitly and fweetly 
anſwer the ſeveral Ends propoſed by them. 
Otherwiſe indeed they would not have been 
the Product of conſummate Wiſdom. From 
hence therefore we may conclude ; That 
Order and Regularity, perfect good | 
ment, and — bel Und tends to bdlelight and 
benefit the ſeveral percipient Beings con- 
cerned, ariſe and iſſue from the whole. 
And, from this admirable Connexion of 
Things, have TxuTH and Goop, thoſe 
| m__ Objects of Reaſon, of conſummate 
Reaſon 


5 1 46 'Y 
Reaſon elpec Wn been kindly and haps 
pily produced : the reſult of which we pro- 


— ly term, a meetneſs or fitneſs of Thin, 
hereas, on the other Hand, when i. 
ſimilar Objects, or diſ-agreeing Natures, 


are jumbled together, or blended one with 


the other, there naturally ariſeth Diſcord ; 4 


— a kind of War neee them: Confuſion, 
Jarring, and Tumult, are the unhappy Ef- 
fecis of ſuch ſtrange Commixture:. fo 9 55 
0 Sort of Good can be this way produced; 
nor any valuable End, in any meaſure an- 
ſwered: rather, Miſchief, or Hurt, if not 
Deſtruction, or Miſery, to one or Aber of 
the Creatures herein concerned, muſt un- 
3 n the er Event of 
Kut. 


Now, as perſeer Besitz and. Dic. 


cernment muſt plainly perceive, the Na- 


any created Beings. 


ture, Tendency, and Event of all Things; 
and cannot but aim, in a// Caſes, at the 
Production of Good; and, at nothing el 
but Good, ſo far as the Good of the WI 
| can be connected with the Good of Indi- 
_ viduals ; therefore muſt Meetneſi be the 
abſolute invariabls Rule of every Part of 
divine Agency, in whatever hath reſpect to 
For the Want of a 
t Connection 2 Things, will certainly 
in the Production bel : Which a 


perfect 


h t 


CT. 


perfectly wiſe Procedure wil a, cares | 
fully avoid. | 


This other Condi then may . 


| ther ſatisfy us; That no one Creature 
« can have Exiſtence given it, with a 
« View of rendering it miſerable ; or yet 
= © of confining it to a State of Being - 
W «< cjcible than Non-Exiſtence.” For, what 


can be more unſuitable and repugnant, 
than Innocence and Miſery ? the very Na- 


; ture of Things forbids ſuch Connexion: 
and the Perfections of God will not admit 


of it. Light and Darkneſs may be ſooner 
blended, than ſuch perfectly inconſiſtent 
and oppoſite Things. I conceive it there- 


1 fore to be undeniable; That every Creature, 


however deſigned, or, in whatever Cir- 


UW cumſtances providentally placed, was cer- 
W tainly intended to enjoy a State of Being, 
= 9:reable on the who of. of it. And this is all 

| that could reaſonably be expected; and I 


believe, all that could be well effected, in re- 


| pet to this carthiy Syſtem of Beings. The 
State of Things in the pre eſent World would 


not admit of 4 a wiſer and kinder Manage- 
ment. The Sufferance indeed of Euil, 
in Conjunction with out-weighry Good, 


whereby it ceaſeth to deſerve the Character, 
is, in This State, an unavoidable Caſe, which 

was not to be remedied. , Nor can we rea- 
ſonably deſire it ſhould: for, han the 
ter 
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latter pr derates, with re gard to 
gen aer can be no —ç nd nn 
ery leaſt Complaint : rather, there is evi- 
dei cada Reaſon, to admire highly 
upendous Contrivance ; and to adore the 
2 manifeſted in it. Admitting 
therefore, that the Exiſtence of ſome Crea- 
tures may be attended with various affect- 
ing Evils; it muſt however be concluded, 
on the ale, that their Exiſtence is a Fa- 
vour to them. And Kindiieſs, and Inno- 
cency, will very well accord, however diſ- 

agreein g the contrary Caſe may be. 


80 that, on this be the * of 
| Meetneſs i is no way infringed; nor the Rule 

of Equity in the leaſt violated. The Crea- 
ture and its Circumſtances are une rceptſpon: 


ably joined togethe r. 


' Upon the whole We ; wh * 1. 
conſider, The Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
e the grand Contriver of all Things: or 
* the Relation God ſtands in to every Crea- 
* ture he hath formed: or, the Nature 
and Meetneſs of Things, as they reſpect 
« each other: On theſe ſeveral Accounts, 
and eſpecially if connected, there is certainly 
ſufficient Reaſon to conclude ; That no- 
thing but Good was originally propoſed, in 
5 WY 7 Par of the Creation : and, in my 
0 ar 


A 


A 
cular, in giving Being to our human Species 

And in placing Men ſeverally in the Station 
and Circumſtances wherein they are found; 
ſo far as thoſe Circumſtances may be pro- 
n+ aſcribed to' a divine DireGaqa of | 
Tings | | 


- 4,18 But how is it poſſible, as ſome may ob- 
« ject, that this can be made appear, with 
any Degree of Satisfaction, in reſpect to 
= © Mankind, if we conſider only their ma- 
= © nifeſt State in his World ? 'tis plain, „ 
may be ſaid) to a Demonſtration; that 
= © there are no Species of earthly Creatures, 
among whom there appears ſo amazing 
« an Inequality, in almoſt, every reſpect, 


* as among the Individuals of our own | 
45 N | 


As the Solution of this mm Dill, 
at leaſt in ſome meaſure, was the principal 
thing I aimed at in attempting this Subject, 
I ſhall now confine the following Part of 

this Diſcourſe, to the Caſe of Mankind; 

which is; it. muſt be owned, not a little 

aſtoniſhing in ſome remarkable Inſtances, 

is well known; that many have 

been fituated in the moſt delightful Coun- 

ps Trung all things e to 
atify every Appetite, and to every 

Baar when — have been deſtined te 

E N Waſtes 


OF ed, and ſo full of Inconſiſtency 


| 91. 
Waſtes and Deſarts, where the bare Neeef: 


ſaries of Life are ſcarcely ſome times to be 
obtained, with — the Care, Aſſiduity, and 
Labour, they arg capable of exerting; be- 
ſides the — ardſhips unavoidably 


reſulting, from either the ſwelling Heats, or 
otherwiſe the benumbing Colds, of the un- 
happy Climates to which they are confined. 
One, is an Heir of Honour and Fullneſs: 

Another, is the Child of Meanneſs and Indi- 
gency. One, comes into Being with all 
the Advantages of Health and Comelineſs: 

Another, in ity; and with ſo ſickly 
a Conſtitution, as intails upon him almoſt 


numberleſs Diſorders, attended with Pains, 


or Languiſhments, which conſtantly per- 
haps afflict him thro! the whole of Life. | 


Such widely different Portions bY ima- 

| — Good and Evil, may ſeem to ac 
ributed, among the human Sp 

in particular; not equitably and pen 


according to appearing Deſert; but arbitra- 


riß, or what; as if they were the Effects 
of either a deſpotick, or an unguided Will. 
Such hath been the Caſe, with 
Mankind, in all Ages of the World; till 
is, and ever like to be. 80 range un- 
equal, as hath been commonly . 


of thoſe Matters with a View -— waiter to 
u 


1 . rn 1 1 8 


to i 


S 


: perfect! 


: junction with the preſent ; and to ſuppoſe, 


| [9 " 8 
reſent Life: ſo direct l y contrary, in many 


| Caſes, — opamney oarv ne 
common Parent, whoſe Goodneſs, as well 


as Wiſdom, CA e to be! n 


The whua) Method of accounting for - 
thoſe ſtrange Appearances, hath been; to 
conſider a future State of Being, in Con- 


that all Inequalities Which appear in his 


Life, will be perfectly righted in another; 
= when every undeſerved Suffering will be 
bundantly compenſated, and every Thing 


brought into a —— Equipoiſe: where- 


= upon, every Individual will then T6 
= to have been treated, upon the 0, of his 
i | Exiſtence, with the moſt exact Equi uity; 


and not the leaſt Room will then be found 


| | for any Cenſure or Miſconſtruction. 


But, to account this way for thoſe . 


Appearances, is, to take for granted what _ 
many have denied; and, what the wiſeſt | 


among the Heathens have been very far 
from bein perſuaded of; viz. a 
future Kalke. 80 Paar the very ſame 
Conſtitution of Things, which hath in- 


| duced ſome to conclude, there muſt cer- 
* be. a future State of Being intended 


DS | for 


„ 

for Mankind, bath wrought on others the 
quite contrary Effect. And, I mult free 
own, that the Argument to prove it whi 
is thus founded, doth not r to me to 
be ſo evidently concluſive, (for the Reaſons 
before ſuggeſted reſpecting animal Crea- 
tures, and, on ſome other Accounts) as 
hath been generally apprehended : nor doth 


| this weighty Point, as I imagine, need it &. 


But 


Perhaps an Argument may be drawn from the 
following Conſiderations, which may be leſs ex- 
ceptionable, if not more plainly ſatisfactory; vis. 
That as all the Works and Ways of God are unde- 
niably perſect in their Kinds, we may from hence 
ſtrongly conclude ; that every Species of Creatures, 
wherever found, were deſigned to obtain the Cun- 
_ pletion of their Being; and alſo of the Happineſs they 

were rendered capable of. The animal Creation in 
this World appear to be thus indulged. But Man, 
tho' the higheſt Order by far, is extremely ſhort «f 
it in beth Reſpedts, whilſt remaining in his Life, 
He neither obtains the Perfection of is — and 

* 


much leſs, of the rational Happineſs princip 
tended for him. | 


With reſpe& to his Being, he is manifeſtly imper- : 


fect: for his rational Faculties, in which it chief 

conſiſts, are ſo limited and cloudy, that he is not 
capable of attaining, by the fartheſt Improvement 
of them, ſuch Knowledge and Wiſdom as he ar- 
dently deſires, and which ſeems even needſul to the 
right Enjoyment of his preſent State. And, as this 

Deſire is inſeparable from the Reaſon with which he 
is endowed, we cannot think it was implanted to 
vex him with Diſappointment ; but may _— con- 
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and diminiſhed by a Variety of 


* 


„ . 
But how (it may be ſaid) can this grand 
Difficulty be cleared up to Satisfaction, b7 
any Arguments or Conſiderations that have 


| reſpect alone to the preſent State? —— In 


| - attempt- 


„ 


clude, it was intended to be fulfilled in the proper 


Seaſon, in order to his full Attainment both of Being 
and Happineſs. Wherefore, if our Caſe be only 


| thus conſidered ; it ſeems ſufficiently evident, even 


in this View, that God deſigned Mankind for a 
more perfect State than is in this World attainable : 
and doubtleſs we are here placed at preſent, as being 
requiſite, if not neceſſary, to diſpoſe and qualify us, 
to obtain and enjoy the other... 
And the Matter will appear almoſt to a Demon- 


ſtration, if we farther more particularly examine it 


in reſpect to our Happineſs. For, as this principally 


_ conſiſts in rational Entertainments, and intellectual 


Pleaſures; the higheſt and beſt Portion we can at- 


tain of theſe, is ſo far from proving ſatisfactory, that 


it rather renders our Lives the more uneaſy, by 
alſo 


means of its Defectiveneſs; and by enlarging 


our Deſires of obtaining greater Meaſures of them: 
to which it may be added ; that this ſlender Portion 
of our principal Pleaſures, is _ often interrupted 
iſquietudes not to 
be avoided. Theſe, and many other the like un- 
happy Circumſtances, ſo ſtrongly affect the wor- 
thieſt Part of our Species, that, were it not for their 
Submiſſion to the Divine Will, and a Deſire to pro- 
mote their fellow Mortals Comfort, they 4 ra- 
ther diſlodge from this World of Vanity, than con- 
tinue ſtil] confined to t. | | | 
In this obvious View of Things, it ſeems exceeding + 


evident , that the whole Exiſtence of Man, cannot 
be ſuppoſed to end with his ſhort Duration in this 
= World, He would in 


ſuch Caſe, be permitted to 
E 3 enjoy 


1 
attempting a Reply to this important Queſ- 
tion, T dlinle it adviſeable — ſome 
other Conſiderations, additional to thoſe al- 


ready mentioned, with a rag View 
may lay, yet 


to our gown Species; that 
farther, as firm a Foundation as I can, to 


ſupport the Argument I have undertaken. 


enjoy but a poor Pittance of what appears to be his 


principal Good; but a very ſſender Portion of it, by 


no means adequate to the Capacities and Deſires 


inſerted in his Being. And as he is expoſed to a 
greater Train of Evils than the animal Creation is, 
e would hereupon be found in a much leſs 9 


State than they are, But how is it poſſible, for a 


conſiderate Perſon to perſuade himſelf, that the only 
Rank of rational Creatures in this World, is the 
leaſi favoured? that the great Creator of all, whoſe 
Perfections are conſummate, and whoſe conſequent 
Rectitude in every Appointment, muſt be concluded 
unexceptionable, ſhould place the higheſt Order of 
earthly Beings in the leaſt deſirable —— 
there can ſcarce enter into our Minds a wilder Sur- 
miſe than this. Wherefore we may plainly and 
oy infer, from the manifz/t State of Mankind 
in this Lite; that we neither arrive, nor are capable 
of arriving whilſt here, to our proper Perfection, 
either in Happineſs, or in Being; and conſequently, 
muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed, to have been formed and 
deſigned for ſome future Exiſtence chieſy, when both 
will be truly perfected in all who approve themſelves 
proper Objects of it. ee 
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W therefore be conſidered, in an eſpecial Man- 


L 


"CHAP. W. 


ce Containing ſome general Poſi- 
c tions, which reſpect more di- 


« rectly the Caſe of Mankind 
« in their preſent State of Being.” 


HAT God may be N ag 
the common Parent. more - eff 
ally of Mankind, is what no reaſonable Per- 


| ſon can be ſuppoſed to deny. The Scrip- 


ture aſſures us, that in him we live, and 
move ; as well as it was from him, that we 
obtained at firſt our Being. And the Light 
of Nature hath dictated even to Heathens, 
the very ſame Things. Since God may 


ner, as the common Parent of Mankind, 
every Individual Perſon ſeems to have Rea- 
ſon to hope for a ſimilar Portion of his 


{4 rue avour, ſo long as he may not 


ave forfeited it: and a perfectly unbiaſſed 


Parent, who is compleatly endowed with 


every conceivable Excellency, cannot but 


be ſuppoſed to anſwer ſuch Expectation, fo 


far as he finds it to have a real Ground; 


and ſo far as may be conſiſtent with the 
general Good of our Species, and with the 
State of Things — — 

| | E 4 Nor 


. 

Now, all that can with Reaſon be 45 
ſired from God as under this Relation, is, 
To form, and place Men in ſuch Cir. 
% cumſtances, as may render them capable 
e EY ; that is, of en- 

“ joying their preſent. ing, in View of a 
future Life, (which ſhould conſtantly be 

kept in Sight) altogether as deſirably *, * 
* the one as the other; provided they im- 


cc prove ari ight their reſpectipe T alents and 
tunen. 2 


5 That this is really the cu if we * 
in the <obole Com 701 of their Being, (viz, 
their future as ll as preſent State) is an 
undoubted Truth, which every one who is 
per uaded of a 2 * Exiſtence, doth readil 
nt to. Nor would it otherwiſe be pot- 
fl according to the. general Sentiment, 
to clear our common Parent from a Charge 


of moſt anf and even aſtoniſhing 
Partiality. 


5 . J underſtand the Word, deſerably ? with ; a View 
to Mens future eternal State of Bein as well as 
what reſpects their ſhort Abode in : 7; Lie. bk or 
nothing can be admitted to be truly defirable, that 

is any way inconſiſtent with our eternal Intereſt. And 
therefore every Thing that affects Men, under any 
Conſideration, ought W to be regarded with 
a ſpecial View to : This muſt be owned to be 
cf principal Standard whereby to form a Judgment 
0 Me ; 


bus 
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| — ſince the Goodneſs of God, 11 5 
ticular towards Men, is the ſtrongeſt 


ſideration that can be ſet before us, to work 


in every one the Regard we owe him; and 
thereby to ſecure our own Happineſs ; I 
ſhall endeavour to repreſent this endearing ” 
Attribute in a much more affecting Light, 


than the forementioned Acknowledgment 


appears to ſet it forth ; in order to its hav- | 
ing the more ſucceſsful Influence on lens 
Hearts and Lives. kid 


To malls way therefore for the Miiſtra- 5 
tion of this, I deſire it may be remembered, 
and ane attended 5 e 


FPinsr, 25 That che eſent Abt 
« hath reſpect only to ſuch Circumſtances 
4 in Life as are properly providential: that 
« is, as may truly be aſcribed to a divine 
1 Allotment to the particular Fn, con- 
* cern | 


Fo, e Men alter their ROE, 
tive Circumſtances, (as is very commonly 
done) either by a wiſe Improvement of 
their Privileges and Talents; or otherwiſe, 
by perverting or neglecting them, thro | 
Pride or Folly ; whatever Pffes are thus 
produced, are manifeſtly the Fruits of their 
own Conduct. Such additional Comfort, 

| — 


I 
on the one Hand, as is thus attained, is the 
natural Return of their virtuous and good 
Behaviour: and, on the other; the Suffer. 
ings and Sorrows Men bring upon them, 
ſelves, ought not to be imputed to a proves 
dential Allotment. 5 5 


Now, tis very evident, that the greateſt 
Part by far of —— Pleaſures and Paing, 
may properly be aſcribed to their own Ma- 
nagement: yea, there is ſome Ground to 
conclude ; that the Joys and Sorrows of 
the preſent Life, almoſt wholly depend, 
under God, on the Temper of our Minds, 
and our manner of behaving, in the ſeveral 
Stations; Conditions, and Circumſtances, 
which Providence may have - aſſigned us. 
For God, having endowed us with rational 
Capacities, leaves it generally to ourſelves 
to chuſe and purſue our reſpective Mea» 
ſures: and ths naturally terminate in the 
Good or Evil that correſponds with our 
Being. Wherefore did Men carefully on 
every Occaſion, examine, and then purſue 
the unbiaſſed Dictates of their Minds; and 
afterwards, /eagily practiſe the Means with- 
in their Power; they would ſoon find, that 
ſuch a ratignal- Conduct would not only 
apa or mitigate the Evils they are lia- 
le to; but greatly increaſe, and heighten, 
Whatever Comforts were attainable. 
LEE Co, a Indeed, 
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. 
Indeed, in the preſent State of Things, 
it ſeems to be impoſſible but that the Por- 
tions of ſome, in what are eſteemed the 
Comforts of Life, muſt be very different 


from what others of their fellow Creatures 


are put in Poſſeſſion of. And alſo, that the 


apprehended Evils which Mankind are liable 

to, ſhould fall more to the Lot of ſome, 
than of others:—In the preſent State of 
Things, I ſay, it became unavoidable. For 
otherwiſe, the Earth we live upon, ' muſt 
have been differently formed; and the 
Manner of propagating - our Species muſt 
alſo have been different from what is now 
preſcribed : yea, natural Cauſes could not 
have been productive of their ſeveral Effects, 
as they are at preſent ſettled, and have any 
reſpect to Men: In all theſe reſpects, 
and in a great many other, muſt the AN 


Cox rRIVANxcE have been very much al- 


tered; had it poſſible for Men to have 


= been all alike externally treated, with re- 


gard to their Abodes, or Stations, or Cir- 
cumſtances in Life. But no Perſon of Un- 
derſtanding could expect, or dgſire this, if 


pleaſed, or but ſatisfied, with his preſent 5 


State of Being: for then he would deſire to 


be a different Creature from what he now is; 


and alſo to be placed in a different World. 
Whereas, the World we live in, and all the 


| Appointments relating to it, are undoubtedly 


directed | 


Dh 


067 


directed to the beſt Advantage every way : 


otherwiſe, infinite Wiſdom and boundleſs 


_ Goodneſs would have ſtrangely erred in 


what hath reſpe& to this earthly Syſtem : 
and why not then, even in every other 


throughout the Univerſe ? but this ſurely is 


too wild a Conceit for any one in his Senſes 


R. be ſuppoled to entertain. 


"From hence then we may Cock : : 
that, as different Abodes, different Stations, 
and different Circumſtances, are unavoid- 
able to Men in the preſent State ; from 
whence mult neceſſarily reſult a Variety .- 
Caſes, with reſpect to apprehended Good 
and Evil; there can be little Reaſon to 
aſcribe the eventual Conſequences of this 
unerring Appointment, of whatever Kind 
they are, to a providential perſonal Diree- 
tion of Matters. For, tho ſome are ſub- 


jected to various Sufferings through the 


natural Courſe of Things as thus appoint 
ed; their Caſe however may be confidered, 
only as an incidental ſeeming © Infelicity which 
Mankind in general are liable to; and not 
as an Aſſignment intended for them, an 


more than for others, unleſs ee it. 


The actual Sufferers cannot be ſuppoſed, to 
be marked out and deſtined to the Lots 
that fall to 2 thro' "Ia groundleſs Par- 


tiality, 1 


[6] 
tiality, or cauſeleſs want of Favour: for - 
this would impeach the divine Rectitude. 


Indeed, ſuch Portions of Evil as Men 
have no Power to prevent or remedy, may 
| be aſcribed in general, to the Directions of 
Providence; but not as being directed with 
a particular Eye to thoſe that ſuffer, unleſs 
(as I ſaid) 3 it, And, with reſpect 
to Evils that are thus occaſioned, God hath 
ſo ſkilfully and moſt indulgently ordered 
Matters, as to make 2 for the eventual 
turning even of 7heſe to great Advantage, 
when vieh improved: ſo that the chai 
Offender, if not wanting to himſelf, may 
render them in the Iſſue a beneficial Good. 
But, when any Perſons faultily negle& 
their Talents and Opportunities; and eſpe- 
cially when they pervert, or miſimprove 
their Powers ; and hereby, either. bring up- 
on tumblves, or enſclefl continue, ſuch 
Exils or Afflictions as this might have 
avoided ;——with what Reaſon, can ſuch _ 
Sufferings as theſe be at all charged to a 
_ divine Direction of Things? Muſt Provi- 
dence be cenſured. for the pure Effects of 
Mens own Faultineſs? will they aſcribe 
to God, what belongeth to themſelves? and 
then murmur — complain, as if unkindly 
dealt with? or not ſo kindly as CR 
a to be who "Wes acted a wiſer 


' Part? 


part? can any Perſons expect more from | 


God, than to give them Abilities to pre- 


vent, or remove, or at leaſt to mitigate, the 


Evils are liable to? and ought th 

not, Pars Reaſon, to exerciſe and ti 
them to as good Advantage as they can ? 
would they be caſed under Sufferings, and 
yet not endeavour it, when the means of 
ſuch Eaſe are within their Power? how 


ſenſeleſs and inexcuſable, in all ſuch Caſes, 
is their impotent Deſire ? and, how ex- 


tremely fau _ are their 3 Om 
plaints? 


8 3 attribute to God a 
Want of parental Favour to him, in any 


Caſe of Suffering, or yet in thoſe Degrees 


of Evil, which ought wholly to be im- 
to his o * 1 or N rere = 


not to n Faultineſs. 


Lasche therefore, o on we whake that 
there are no other Afflictions in Life 3 
perly providential, but fach as unavoi 
_ reſult from natural - Cauſes of God's _ 


porntment : not thoſe that are the Effects of 


Mens own. Faultineſs, in whatever natural 
Courſe they may proceed from 216 


And thoſe only among the former, or thoſe 


N 3 of ſuch, as are not to be 
N or —— by a proper Ex- 


erciſe 


% 
* 


. 
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3 2 . 
erciſe of the ſeveral Powers where wich they 
are endowed. And, I apprehend it un- 
deniable; That the Evils in which Pro- 
« yidence is really concerned, are very few 
« comparatively : and, that theſe when un- 
« avoidable are admitted as being ſervice- 
able to ſome preponderating Good; ſo far 
« as in Reality, to be upon the whole, a 
« paluable Good themſetves, and deſerve to 
« be thus accounted.” And, as this Con- 
ſideration is of fo great Importance in 
my preſent Argument, I think it adviſe- 
able, altho' I have been led to take Notice 
of it already, to evince it yet farther as was 
then propoſed. Accordingly, I obſerve, 


SECONDLY, © That conſummate Wiſdom 
© cannot poſſibly be the Occaſion of pure 
« Evil: 1 mean, of unmerited Suffering 
« that is not outweighed, ſome way, by a 
greater propoſed Good.” | 


Good alone can be its proper Object *. 
Nor can we conceive of any thing elſe 
- which may afford it Entertainment. Pure 
Evil, may indeed gratify ſome baſe and 
ungenerous Principles ; but ſuch Principles 
cannot poſſibly influence, on whatever Oc- 
caſion, the SUPREME BEING. Malice, 


eee 
5 Hatred, 


i 11 
Hatred, Revenge, &c. may monſtrouſl 
on another's Sufferings: but all ſuc 
torted Diſpoſitions are 1 2 8 to 
the God of Gooaneſs ; being as oppoſite as 
is poſſible, to that Benevalence, and Tenderneſs, 

| P ability, and Mercifulneſs, which are 
| neceſſarily inherent 1 in him. 


Nor can any Biaſ take hold on God: 
or any Motive, of whatever kind, but what 
7 25 correſponds with all his Perfections 
e primary 3 ſubordinate, Self-Will, 
or mere Phaſure, or cver-bearing Sovereignty, 
can have no Influence on this AucGusT 
BzIxd, who is neceſſarily guided in all his 
mo „by Reaſon, —— unbiaſſed 
Equity, and x whoſe Perfection en- 
; — him to direct his Proceedings, not 
— * in an unexceptionable, but in the moſt 
laudable and exa# Manner that the N ature 
of Things admit. 


Partiality therefore in Favour, is not to 


EN be ſuppoſed of God; and much leſs any 


Cauſelels or undeſerved Diſlike: and leaſt 
of all, the in dicting any unmerited Suffering, 

_ unleſs it may be improved to {ome conſe- 
quent over-ballancing Good. 


Indeed, Diſtinctions in the ties 
wrd are of a Ranks; and, Fr 
ks 1 tho | 


E ͤ A. a x... 0” 
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8 5 1651 | 
toſs various Powers and Capaci 


what I have advanced, with reſpect to con- 


ferring Favours + but I eonceive of thoſe 
DiſtinQions, as being a gun Dyſplay of 


creative nt: not, as any Diſco- 
very of real unequal Kindneſs. The Per- 
fections of God could not have been = 


plainly manifeſted by a ſingle Species, how 


complete ſoever *; as by various Ranks and 
Orders of Creatures, mof bedetifully rifing 


from the loweſt Degree of Life, to the 


higheſt Climax of — 


This, tis true, hath neceſſarily Send 7 


an 
plandag 


ring Difference in F — by im- 


ppineſs, in the ſeveral Species 


that are formed. But this doth not in 
Keality diſcover (as is above ſuggeſted) 8 | 


Kindneſs to ſome, as can la 


2 Foundation for the leaſt Complaint ; | 
every Rank hath a full Proviſion made 25 


the complete Enjoyment of their reſpective 
Beings. Nor is any inferior Species under any 
real Diſadvantage, on account of the Supe- 


riority-of any other. The rational Orders 
carinot but be pleated;; if n la their = 


* ou &: p- 295 3. | 
' 417; 


5 E 5 Reaſon, 


| ities fof 
_ Happineſs wherewith they are endowed, 
may be thought — ſtrongly againſt 


different Powers, or different Ca- 
pacities for Ha f 


1H of: 

; 
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Reaſon, in the reſpective Ranks aſſigned 


; 2 and have rather Cauſe to 4 


ine, at the Advantages of Superiors 
they are inſtrumental to the Ad- 


3 of their own. Felicity. No 
doubt, they were parth if not principalh, 


thus deſigned : and they are actually this 


way exerciſed, when the ſeveral Orders 
make a right Improvement of * eren 


cent Powers conferred on them. 


And, if this be really the Caſe, i in re- 
to the rational Creation, as there 
ms ſufficient Reaſon to conclude it is; 


what room can there then be, to urge 
thoſe Diſtinctions as any ſort of Objection 
againſt the Argument I have advanced; 
when thoſe very Diſtinctions rather tend to 


 firengthen, than in the leaſt to invalidate it? 
for, in this View, the amazing Direction of 


creative Power and Goodneſs, appears the 
more conſpicuous : ſince each Rank hath 


(as was obſerved) an Increaſe of Happineſs I 

by it. © "Tis indeed a STUPENDous Me- 

* thod of enlarging Favour to all” The 

lauer Orders are ——_ Gainers, - thro' the 

Kindnefles and good Services they receive 

from thoſe above them ; whoſe 2 | 
ſuch 


Powers were deſignedly fitted for 


neficent Acts: and the higher Ranks ad- 
vance in liks manner rad on n, Za 


by 


S 2 Q wy 
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« Which probably afford even the princi- 
« pal Part the right Enjoyment of their 


te own Being. That is, ſuppoſing them 
done, as they always are when riglitly per- 

formed, in a chearful Obedience to the di- 
vine Will ;—a pleaſurable Improvement of 


their proper Powers; and in hearty good 
Will 5 inferior fellow Creatures. 


Thus may we ſuppoſe ;—I think, firmly 


conclude ; that Diſtinction among the Or- 


ders in the rational Creation, (which are 
| thoſe only this Objection can faſten upon) 


is ſo far from being an Evidence of Parti- 


ality in Favour, that it greatly contributes 


to an Increaſe of Favour, reſpecting every 


Species. And, What an AMAZING 


* SCENE OF UNPARALLEL D SKILL AND 
% KinDNEss TO ALL, doth open to 


e the Mind, in this memorable View of 


creative Management! The Diſtinc- 


tions reſpecting Men, will be conſidered 


hereafter, 


I think obviated ; I take Leave to 
conclude ſtill; that neither unmeet Favour, 


and much leſs, undeſerved Suffering, can 
| be the Lot of any among the human Species, 
thro any providenti 1 of * 5 


N * ba 22 n n r 
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The one may be ſhewn, and the other in- 
flicted by their fellow Mortals ; but neither 
of them, not the /atter eſpecialh, can be 
J imputed to God. 


Tl Should any one dete to have this avid 
Point yet farther illuſtrated; I would add to 
the preceding Obſervations, and to what 
was before ſuggeſted ; That confummate 
Wiſdom eſpecially, is neceſſarily influenced 
dy ſome valuable End, ſufficient to direct it 
in all its Meaſures. It would otherwiſe'in- 
deed degenerate into Weakneſs and Indiſ- 
- cretion, or ſome wrong Management: all 
which would be a perfect Contridicvion to 
its on Nature, and its r Effects. 


% A valuable End, can be nothing: ele 
“ 'but the obtaining, or promoting ſome real 
« Good, fufficient to juſtify the Methods 
« taken for it.” Apprebended Evil, may 
fome times be neceſſary, or otherwiſe cho- 
fen, as the means that lead to it; but this, 
as I conceive, doth not in reality affect my 
Argument: for whatever is properly in- 
| Rrumental tothe obtaining a valuable Good, 
is hereupon (as hath been proved) itſelf s 
Good, if the Purchaſe over-balance the 
Pain or Trouble it may coſt the Agent. 
On the other Hand, a ren Evil, or what is 
Evil on * is ſo far from being 3 
yu 
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proper End, becoming a rational A cn 


that tis (if IJ may ſo expreſs it) worſe than 
no End. All rational Acts, ſuppoſe an 


apprebended eligible Goad as their real Mo- 
tive: and when various Ends, or different 


Objects of Election, preſent themſelves to 


the Mind, there is then a Preference given, 
for the Time, to that which is fixed on, 


to that which produceth the Act, or Acts, 
which lead to it. In human Agency, the 
Event doth often ſhew, that the Choice 


was wrongly made, or the Preference fool- 
ithly given. Euil, is often the actual Re- 
ſult of what is choſen and purſued. But 
this was occaſioned by the Agent's Weak- + 

neſs and Miſtake. "He centered not in 
this; nor was it poſſible he ſhould. The 
Thing he aimed at, was, what he imagined 
for the Time, a valuable Good, or, a Good | 


that would -outweigh whatever Pain it 


might coſt him ; otherwiſe he would not 
— prefered and choſen it as the hn 


of kis,Condudt. li A 


i This, as . conceive, is a 0 43. „ 

the rational Agency of even the moſt im- 

perfect rational Being. So that, even this 

will not admit of any other Propoſal, or, 

any other Motiye of. acting, han an n 
. Good. _ 


And 


1 . 
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And muſt we not therefore on dude the 
fame! of divine Agency? and conclude 
more ſtrongly? yea, rmly reſt upon it, 
when ſpeaking, or conceiving, of the proper 
Effects of divine Wiſdom? This is incapable 
of being led into Miſtake ;—of apprehend. 
ing, or acting, wrongly, in any one Matter, 
* Goon, 5 —— can. be the 
c only O all God's Pr Is, and 
„ of a1 ws . His 
conſummate Wiſdom, and -conſequent moſt 
perfect Goodneſs, ſeem to render it even 
abſolutely neceſſary. The very Nature of ra. 
tional Agency, and eſpecially of the moſt 
perfect, may lead us to this Concluſion ; 
and fo likewiſe my: our Conceptions of 
divine eh 


I therefore repeat it yet once more, 
« That conſummate Wiſdom cannot be the 
Occaſion of pure Evil in any of its Di- 
* rections, or in any Diſpenſations towards 

any Creature. Nothing but Good, imme- 
* diate or conſequential, in one reſf 
* other, can be its real Motive, ies in in 
creative or arms Conduct. 


And, if this Concluſion is Ahh 
grounded, as I take it to be; it muſt be 
owned, I conceive, to be as 125 an Evi- 

Wer 


125 I e ee, 
| Ares of my main bun. as can ; 
be deſired. 5 


| But, as a e 8 i. 
niably providential, that a great many Per- 
ſons undergo, which are (as tis thought) 
no way C in the preſent State; 
viz. Thoſe that are the Conſequence of 
Birth : and many other which are wholly 
owing to accidental Occurrences :' and, as 
the former eſpecially are certainly unme- 
rited ; and the other promiſcuouſly fall on 
the Virtuous and the Vile, without the- 
leaſt appearing Diſtinction: —4 as theſe 


Things ma de pte ſtrong Objec- 
tion — what am pleading for; 93 
may be proper w obſerve, e 


erz e That all ap 
« Evils which are real Bars no as be- 
ing the Conſequence men. the preſent Con- 
«* ſtitution of Things, can by no means 
admit of any Sort of Cenſure, but what 
will ſtrongly affect both the Prudence 
1 — the grand Contriver of 


But nothin e more crident 
than this : that t perfect Wiſdom cannot 
_ poſſibly err in any of its Directions: nor, 
that conſummate Goodneſs, and unbiaſſed 


„ .. "I" 


„ 2 
Equity, can be charged with Partiality in 
any divine Appointment. Wherefore we 
muſt conclude, however Matters appear, 
that every Thing is directed to as great Ad- 
vantage, every Way, as the Caſe of the 
World in general, and of Men in particu- 


lar, would properly admit: yea, it is mani- 


3 laſtances, 


beſt, even to dur imperfect cloudy Under- 
ſtandings, that Multttudes ave vaſtly bene. 
fitted, by the admirable Direction of the 
prelent Syſtem, to ove who is thought a 
Sufferer by it. Had Matters been other- 
wiſe dircciad, if tapabie of any other wiſe 
Direction, acconding to the beſt Judgment 
that we can form of thoſe Things, a great 
Variety of maſt valuable Privileges and Be- 
nefits, which are plainly the Reſult of the 
preſent Conſtitution, would not have been 
_ £njoyed, as they now are; by abundantly 
the greater Part of Mankind. — Of what 
great and univerſal Service (e. g. are the 
Winds, and the Seas? and yet how often 
do they prove deſtructive to the Lives and 
Concerns of many? how needful alſo and 
_ beneficial are the Effects of Fire? and yet 
what dreadſul Havock doth it ſometimes 
make, thro' ſeeming accidental Cauſes? or, 
by Means that' were not avoidable ? the 


- 


| bke may be obſerved in a great many other 


What 
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| | What Cauſe of Wonder can it therefore | 
be? what Ground eſpecially of Complaint? 
that divine Wiſdom, which always neceſ- 
larily aims at the moſt extended Good, 
ſhould direct and eſtabliſh Things in the 


Manner they are found; altho this Ap= 
pointment doth ſometimes prove the Oo- 
caſion of unavoidable Suffering to ſonie few 
Perſons, who are not after all permitted to 
be real Loſers by them, n mew) Faul- 
tineſs 1 of „„ 7 


/ Buy erben 1 0% be 4 hee 
« That altho the general Courſe of Things 


might not fy be altered, to prevent 


always the Maladies and Sufferings re- 
6 foleing from it; yet, at certain Times, 
for the Sake of particular Perſons who 
“ are proper Objects, a divine 'I 
might be hoped for, whereby the Pre- 
« ſervation of ok ee Perſons 1255 | 
be affected. 8838 


12 « reply to all Surmiles of this Naas 

I would obſerve, Firf, © That the Diſ- 

„ tinction of Characters, and eſſ ally of 

« Deſerts, in the Caſe I am conſidering, is 

* very rarely to be plainly perceived, even 

by thoſe who have the fitteſt Talents 
* end _— faireſt Oppo for it. 


| External | 


„„ 
External Acts, and their inward Motives, 
re very often exceeding. diſtant, and alfo 
different from cach other. Now, the pro- 
per Character of every one, is chiefly to be 
taken from his inward Spring of acting: 
for, tis the Influence of the Mind, on every 
voluntary Action, from whence the Merit, 
or Demerit of it, is properly derived. 
Wherefore, the Actions Ives, in 
| whatever View they may appear, can be 
only rightly judged of in _ to the 
Agent, by giving a proper Weight to the 
Aims and Motives upon which he rea/ly 
ated. But vu can take upon him to be 
perfectly acquainted with theſe ? even a 
general and a continued Courſe of Behavi- 
our, is not always to be nded on, in, 
forming our Sentiments, and in aſſigning 
a Character, ſcarcely of any one Perſon. 
Unleſs, therefore, we could perfectly diſ- 
cern his Motives of ung, and all the 
Circumſtances attending thoſe Motives, we 
cannot judge infallibly of any Perſon's De- 
ſerts ; nor ſhould preſume to be poſitive in 
_ judging. Falſe Aims and faulty Princi les, 
have been ſometimes 2 to have been 


the Spring of a long Series of ſceming com- 
mendable Conduct. V 


In like manner, to determine rightly on 
a faulty Character; yea, to judge certarnly 


« * 
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„ 
of the vileſt Actions that are moſt appa- 
rent ; we have need to be well acquainted 
with the ſtrong Incidents of natural Appe- 
tite in the Perſon concerned ;— with the 
Hurry of his Paſſions ;—the Force of En- 
ſnarements on him ;—and with the Man- 
ner too of his Education, on which Mens 
Sentiments, and Apprehenſions of Matters, 
mightily depend ;—and with ſeveral other 
Circumſtances :—We have need, I fay, to 
be well acquainted with each of theſe 
Things: and to weigh them ſeverally with 
due Care, and with great Impartiality; or 
we cannot take upon us to be adequate 


Judges of even the moſt flagrant vitious 


Action, however manifeſtly it may appear. 


Further : ſuppoſing we were perfect : 
_ acquainted, Ker Thing . 
to form a true Notion, both of the Nature, 
and Circumſtances, of a vile Act; and here- 
upon, of the real Demerit of the Perſon 
who committed it: yet, unleſs we as per- 

fectly knew, in what manner he was af- 
feed after the Commiſſion :—whether it 
might preſently melt him in hearty Reluc- 
tarice, and deep Compunction; or, in what 


wiſe might be hardened in a Want of 


; 


kk, 1 ay, we were as erietly acquainted | 
% ni. Cf Ss 


>» 


Degree he was thus affefted :—or other- _ 
Shame, and in ſottiſm Impenitency ,—un- 
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with theſeconſequent Circumſtances, as with 
thoſe preceding; — how can we take upon us 
to judge deciſively, of even the mot notorious 
appearing criminal Action? ſo far I mean, 
as to determine; whether the Agent might 
be a pr MAP Object, or not, of divine Pro- 
rom an Evil, which may fall per- 
— on others of ſeeming more worthy 
Characters? when we therefore preſume, 
to determine poſitively in any ſuch Caſes, 
we judge raſhly and at random, (as will 
"Bb be further ſhewn) in like manner 
as we generally do, in almoſt all the Mat- 
ters wherein Providence is concerned.——- 
How can we f9g/ibly know, who are the 
real Objects of any apprehended Favour 
from God, as to external Matters wg P, 
or cobat 15 ally at aa 


And, let it alſo be . n in 
* of what hath. deen dean 


ed. 


Saco, « That, to. permit Suffer- 
ing; yea, directly to inflict it; is cer- 
„ tainly 2 Favour, when it turns benefici- 
* ally; or, to a Good Lourecighing the Pain 
« that is endured.” 


And all Sufferings that affect con aide 
by — perhaps, every Degree of Suffer- 
C4.) 8 ing, 


r 1 : cc 
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ing, may be thus eventually advantageous 
to all but the Abandoned, or thoſe beſotted 8 
in evil Courſes. Nor need we take in, to 
make this Concluſion, a future State of 
Being; (altho the Proſpect of this ought 
always to be attended to, as our principal 
Concern; but waving this at preſent ;) 
with reſpect only to the preſent Life, it 
may many ways be beneficial; and doub- 
leſs ahoays is ſo to the wiſe and well-dif- 
poſed. Cor;haderable Suffering, i is very often 
remarkably beneficial. This naturally works 
the Mind into Sedateneſs and Thouglitful- 
nels: it likewiſe prevents, or leflens, the 
Hurry of Paſſions; — the Violence of 
Appetites; the Prevalence of Senſe 
and hereby clears the way for the Light 

and Government of Reaſon. 5 hs 


| Perfett k Faſe and Tranquility, as they are 
not attainable, ſo not defirable, in our pre- 

ſent imperfect State. Even the 21 
Man hath not Ballaſt ſufficient to carry 
“ ſuch lofty Sails, thro the ſweeping Cur- 


2 tent of natural ſtrong Propenſities; and 
under thoſe violent Gales of various al- 


“ luring Pleaſures to which he is daily 

Were we always Strangers 

to Pain, mb the full Enjoyment of hat 
did delight us: Senſe and Appetite might 
engreſs us wholly. We ſhould foon forget 

. we 
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we were rational Creatures ; and, that our; 
proper Entertainments | reſult from behav» 


ing wiſely. 


The 9 Contri ver 0 our Being 3 
therefore to have been obliged, having 
made us imperfect Rationals, and placed 
us where we are ;——ſcems, . I fay, to have 
been ob/iged, from wiſe and indulgent Mo- 
tives, to leave Room for a cn of Suf- 
fering, to be various Ways inflicted ; that 
we might hereby be the ſooner reclaimed 


from thoſe wrong Courſes we are ſo prone 


wv take; and be driven back, when needed, 5 
into the Path of Wiſdom, wherein alone 
our Happineſs can be found. | 


"Areidental Evils, among 65 other, were 
no doubt permitted, if not deſi 
— this kind i in the — | 
Courſe of Things; and they manifeſtly 
have an advantageous Tendency a great 
many ways. 
and good Man unhappily fall into any 
Suffering, which an appearing notorious + 
Sinner, perhaps in Company, and equally _ 
_ expoſed, may chance to eſcape ; ſhall we 
take upon us to conclude. from this, an 
Inequality in ſuch Treatment? — a Want 


Should therefore a virtuous 


of Kindneſs to the former, and an Over= © 


n to the . ? Ms not the Fs f 
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at that Time, be no Object of F7 OO" 
ing Favour?” or, might it not be defirable 
for him, on ſome Account or other, to be 
then a Sufferer? and might not the Deli- 
verance which the ſeeming unworthy Per- 
ſon obtained, ſuppoſing it owing to a 
tial % pal of Matters, be a 
Return, at that Time ſeaſonable, 
for ſomething before commendable in him ? 
or otherwiſe be the Effect of an accidental 
Eſcape, (if it be thus ſuppoſed) wherein a 
divine Providence was not immediately con- 
cerned? Who can take upon him to deter- 
mine thoſe Matters ? or in any B to 


be a proper Judge of . 


There can therefore be no Ground to 
faſten the loweſt Charge on Providence, 

from incidental Occurrences, any more than. | 

from any other, whatever may be the 


Event of em to any particular Perſons. 


Of this we may reſt aſſured; That if God 
concerns himſelf about any Affairs of this 
World; (and that he does, appears to me 


a ſelf-evident Truth) tis even impaſſible he 3 


ſhould direct them in the Bel Degree 
unequally ; I mean, fo as to give Room for. - 
the leaſt Cenſure, or real Blame; or fo as. 
to diſcover the leaſt Kindneſs to one, or 
any Want of it to another, without a ſuf» 
1 Fot, ſuch is the fe 


8% 1 
Rediitude of divine Conduct, we may cer - 
tainly conclude, God always ſhews an exatt 


Diſtinction in his Favours, according to 


oo 55 Direction. And therefore, to prevent, 


the Meetneſs of thoſe on whom he confers 
them: and therefore the Virtuous and 
truly Pious may depend on this obtaining, 
in all Caſes, all that Indulgence they can 
eg. deſire. But, * * * e of 
uman Reach to Thi T 
every Part of the Taos claſs Pls 


or abate, the Preſumption of thoſe who are 
apt to pronounce. raſhly on the Ways of 
Providence, I thall hikes a little — 

what was juſt before ſuggeſted. UP 
ingly I . 


Tainprv, « That 3 . very 
different, are the Diſpoſitions of Men, 
“ and their Apprehenſions of 
Good and Evil; 10 one can be a1 

6 ee a Judge of another's affecting 
cc S Oy 
6 may appear. C7 


3 whatever may 9 the „ 

caſion, perhaps x exquifire Delight to 
ſome; others, who may be thought to be 
as happily ſitaated, may | dither wholly dil- 
regard, or be but Jttle entertained with, if 
it e them ny Pleaſure as all. Js like 


\ 


manner, the very ſame Caſe of Aﬀidion, © 
which may load ſome with a Weight of 
. Grief almoſt inſupportable ; others, may ſo 
| bravely ſurmount, or ſo ſtupidly diſregard, 
as to be very little affected with. Further: 
the bare Continuance of either Caſe, wears 
off gradually the firſt Impreſſions of it. 
Whereupon, the moſt acute Pains, and eſ- 
pecially tranfient Pleaſures, do manifeſtly 
loſe their reſpective Influence, by a long 
Endurance of the firſt, and the like Enjoy- 
ment of the latter. Tis far therefore, from 
being eaſy, to judge rightly of any Perſon's 9 
Portion of either Happineſs, or Woe, iin 
whatever State we apprehend him. His 
external Circumſtances may be very appa- 
rent; but neither can the Manner, and 
much leis the Degrees in which he may be 
affected, be known any other Way; than by 
his own Information ; nor can this be per- 
fectly relied on. hv then can take upon 
him to determine the preſent Queſtion ? 
Io conclude indeed poſtively concerning the. 
| Inequality of human Allotments, unleſs in 
| Caſes exceeding obvious, appears to me a 
very raſh and preſumptive Act, which no 
one of ſolid Judgment will allow himſelf 
in doing. Men have need to be well ac-_ 
quainted (as was before obſerved) even with 
every Circumſtance attending ſuch Caſe, or 
they will judge at random. And ho is 
( 8 1 ns 


A 
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1 tat 18 0 wet informed ? ooh 
do we know, or how little attend unto, the 
Alloys that are mixed with our own Cir- 
.cumſtances ? There are moſt certainly a a 

great many ſuch, which are always inter- 

woven with every Condition, whether your 
ous or afflitive. Both Pleaſure and 
ain, in the preſent State, are this way 
varied, and full of — 


Befides, both one and the other, have 
many times conſiderable Intermiſſions, 
when the oppoſite Caſes wicommonty affect. 
An Interval of Eaſe is extremely delightful, 
to one who hath long endured an acute 


Pain: and a few Moments of 'AMiQtion 


Whether real, orima , Pierce deep into 
a Spirit that was — 14 be wins 3 
Pleaſure. This way alſo are the Lives of 
all Men * a little varied: which further 
tenders it the more difficult, to judge 
the whole, of their real State: — f > 
upon the whole: for the Allotment of any 
one, cannot be rightly judged of, by what 
may appear at a particular Time, or in a 
ſingle Caſe; but, by conſidering his Cir- 
cumſtances "thro" 3 whole of ife: For 
the Balance may ſet right, when the Sun 
total ref, particular Perſons, is put 
—— 
wen. at Times, or on certain Occaſions, it 
1 


1 „ 


nu "Wh my, uy: wu 
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pv The whole of Lifs, 
To, be carefully examined, and 
duly conſidered, (if any one can pretend to 


0 


2 of doing this; and, to have alſo 


had an Opportunity needful for it;) or, 


there can be no room to paſs a rational 


Judgment between. Man and Man, what- | 


n eee 


be in. 


I have thus endeavoured to make 5 


= bra the king up my main Point, by the 


rations above mentioned, 


firſt propoſed and alſo to contradict, in a 


great Variety of Inſtances, undeniable 
Matters of Fact, the grand Objection. may 


{till ſtrongly be wes «4 “ That no one, 


e who conſiders with the leaſt Attention, 


te the caſe of Mankind in the preſent Life, 


« can poſſibly perſuade himſelf after all 
I have as yet offered; that the Allotments | 
of Providence to particular Perſons, are 


« not t ſtrangely unequal even in every View: 


and particularly, in reſpect to their dif- 


« ferent Modes: their different Ranks 


and Stations, in civilized Countries eſpe- 


« Ciall ly : — their 3 various Cir- 
1 —=— 


Bk more directly reſpect the Caſe of 

Mankind. But, as all that hath. been. 
remarked in this general Manner, may be 

thought to come very ſpurt of what was at 


a 
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« cumſtances, in intellectual Capacities : 
.« bodily Advantages : and external Goods: 
all which are A 8 ſo obvious and 
*« undeniable; and very often ſo evidently 
reſulting from a divine Direction of 
“Things; that they are abſolutely unac- 
« countable; unleſs we have recourſe to a 
« future State of Being; wherein all may 
ebe perfectly * and ſet on a . 

c Equipoiſe. 1 


* 


is 1 may this _—_ Objection be 
ſtill urged : and doubtleſs is thought by 

many, to be abſolutely. a enk 

Nor can it be denied, that the Difficulties 


Which ariſe in thoſe ſeveral Views, are very 


far from being eafily accounted for; ſo far 
at leaſt, as to give proper Satisfaction to 
thoſe who are ſtrongly ſettled in the above- 
mentioned Sentiments.——T ſhall however 
attempt it ; and hope to ſuggeſt ſomething 
that may be ſerviceable hereunto ; which 
ſuch as are better qualified may improve to 
greater Advantage, if inclined to proſecute 
this very important Suhject.— I ſhall begin 
with the t mentioned; and ſhall endea- 
pour to give it the Attention it deſerves. 


CHAP. 


FE}... 

'_ "CHAP. ;. 
« The Caſe of Mankind con- 
„ & ſidered, with reſpect to their 
« Abodes, in thoſe different Re- 
„ pions which Providence may 


« have aſſigned them. 


I T muſt be acknowledged, that one of 
I the moſt material Circumſtances which 
concur in promoting our preſent Happi- 
neſs, is, a deſirable Habitation with reſpect 
to Climate; and the Comfort and Advan- 
tages conſequent on this. Now, tis evi- 
dent and undeniable, that the Caſe of 
Mankind in his Reſpect, is as widely dif- 
ferent, as in any other obſervable 7 
For ſome ( as was . occaſionally menti- 
oned before) are born and brought up, 
as in the Paradiſe of God; where all Things 
richly abound to gratify every Appetite, 
and to fill up every Deſire.— Whereas, 
others are deſtined to Waſtes and Deſarts, 
where the bare Neceſſaries of Life are 
ſometimes hardly to be obtained, by all the 
Care, Aſſiduity, and Labour, they are capa- 
ble of exerting. And as his ſeems to diſ- 
cover an amazing Inequality in providential 
Allotments, how can we reconcile this ob- 
WR” . Vous 


— 


vious Caſe to a ſimilar parental Kindneſs. 
. 5 1 Te 


Fl 
* 2 I - . 4 
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m reply to this; let it here be conſidered, 
Firft : That as the Earth on which we 


| Ive, is wolt adnirably; formed! to be a 
proper Reſidence for every Creature in- 


tended to inhabit it; and eſpecially. for 
Mankind : and, as it will not admit (even 
in human judgment) a more advantageous 
Form, Direction, and Proviſion, to anſwer 
every propoſed End *: and yet, vaſtly dif- 


* Whoever acknowledgeth this Earthly Syſtem 
to have been the Contrivance of unerring Wiſdom, 
and completed and eſtabliſhed by an omnipotent 


Hand; muſt ſurely conclude, that the Work of 
- futh an Attiſt, is, in every Part, as perfict, as the 
Deſign and Nature of it, in Conjunëhion with ſuch 


other Syſtems as doubtleſs it hath Relation to, 
would properly admit. A Part of any Workman- 


ſhip ought not to be conſidered ſeparately, or alone; 


but in Connection with the Whole, and every other 


LY 


Part; or no Judgment can be rightly! formed of its 


Make, or Uſefulneſs; Now, there ſeems Reaſon 


to believe, that the whole Univer/e is but one sru - 


PEXDOUs MACHINE, madeup of numberleſs Parts; 
every one of which is ſo aſtoniſhingly contrived, as 


to have, in ſome reſpect or other, either an immedi- 
ate, or mory remote Relation to innumerable others! 


— What ſtupid Conceit! What wild Arrogance! 


would it therefore betray, in ſuch Mites of Creatures 


as tue are, ſhould we dare to arraign and cenſure the 
Divine Management in any one Inſtance ? 


ferent 
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ſerent Climates, neceſſarily reſulting from 
its feſent Form, and from the animating 
of that grand Luminary, (the 
Son) on which all its Products, and all 
its Inhabitants, ſo very much depend: as 
thoſe neceſſarily different Climates, I ſay, 
do render the . of Men unavoidably 
different; there ſeems, on the whole, an 
abſolute Neceſſity, that the Caſe of Man- 
kind in reſpect to Situation, and the conſe- 

quent external Comforts, or e : 
of Life, ſhould be, in P 


indeed different: but what is neceſſary in 
Nature, or could not ly be altered 
conſiſtent with the other Syſtems - in the 
Univerſe, to which the Earth hath un- 
doubtedly ſome Relation, ought certainly 
to be ſubmitted-to'wittiont Reluctance, by 
thoſe who may be thought to ſuffer by it: 
nor can eee in ſuch Caſe, be the leaſt 
Cauſe to complain, unleſs ſuch Sufferers 
have Ground to ſuſpect, t was a want of 
Kindneſs, and not an en Event, 
that they were thus : 


Butz ſhould: this 3 Conbderation 
be 3 of little e 1 nen ob- 


*% 


1 e That thoſe 3 bis 
been worſt ſituated, in n ion of 
1 G 4 cc others, 
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« TIF OED have, in thairown A 


ppre chenſion, 
on one Account or another, been placed 
66 4 agreeably as any of their fellow Men: 
yea, have preferred their native Country 
4 be pa every other foreign Abode they: have, 
* Wee aa: Pet 


8 
4 


Mens own Opinion, in Matters reſpeA. 
: ing themſelves, is the only Meaſure where- 
by to judge of their perſonal Felicity, or, of 
what is moſt agreeable to them. Now, ſo 
wonderful a Biaſs hath the grand Contri- 
ver fixed in our natural Diſpoſitions; and 
ſo ſtrong an Influence have the Objects and 
Entertainments we have been from Child- 
hood accuſtomed to, that Mens Fondneſs 
for their native Country hath rarely if ever 
been' extinguiſhed in People of virtuous 
Characters. The Enchantment of this; 
the Endearment of Relations, and the En- 

tertainments of Friends, Acquaintance, Sc. 
do work ſo wage on moſt, that gene- 
rally, . they even dread a Remove to a diſ- 
tant Country, however comfortleſs their 
own may appear to Foreigners to be. And 
this, as I conceive, is a very conſiderable - 
Evidence, that in their own Apprehenfion, 
their native Abode is the beſt that could be 
choſen for them. And doubtleſs this ſtrong 
Influence was partly intended, to reconcile - 
the Inhabitants of the leaſt agreeable Cli- 


[0%] 
mates, to the! Abodes that Providence may 


have aſſigned them. But, whatever have 


been the Effects of this natural Propenſity, 


or, to whatever Cauſe it _— be owing, it 
hath manifeſtly appeared among all Na- 
tions; and e 3 2 ſe who 


have been moſt civilized. The Profiigate, 
and the Inſatiable, have often indeed ſhewn 


but a low Degree of this natural Virtue ; ' 
and have hereupon hankered after foreign | 
Abodes. But, could thoſe have filled up 
their extravagant Deſires in their native 
—_— ; they would never have forſaken 

It hath been even to theſe, a ſort of 


ee ee which hath as it were drag-- 


ged them to a foreign Climate. But, what- 


ever may be in this, the Practice of ſuch 


People cannot properly be objected againſt 


| uy preſent Argument: for the Providence 

God can neither be ſuppoſed, nor de- 
| fred, to have directed its Meaſures in com- 
pliance with Mens Luis; but to promote 


and increaſe their rats onal Gratifications, 


1 will here add: and ſo moſt wonderful 


a Turn, hath our indulgent Parent given 


to this vitious Temper in the Event of 
Things; that it often works round to the 


encreaſed Comfort of thoſe who continue 


Pleaſed in their proper Settlement. Their 


natrye mas in 9 and many 
times 
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5 times der Nephbours and Friends, have 
had a fuller Proviſion brought them 


| of the deſirable Enjoyments of Life. The 


like may be obſerved in Abundance of other 
Inſtances. Thus is it, that even the Follies 
and Vices of the ſauliy Part of Mankind, 
eventually often prove of conſiderable Be- 


nefit to the reſt. By this means the various 
Bleſſings provided for Mankind have been 
more extenſively diſtributed. But I ſhall 
not enlarge on this, altho it-ſets forth the 


vaſt: Reach of the GRAND OvER-RULER of + 


all Things, in an highty aftoniſhing, as well 
as engaging View —1 obſerve further, ; 


Twrpuy,, That diſagreeable Cireum- | 


« ſtances,- of one kind and another, are 


« every where obſervable, in 2 in- 


1 habited Country. * 
Poverty, and Want, and the . * 


nary Evils of Life, are not the Growth of 


ieular Soil; but ſhoot up plentifully 
| in all Climate: in the rickek and beſt 
aocommodated,. as well as the moſt bar- 


ten. If therefore theſe Occurrences do any 


« here evidence ſuch an uncomfortable Situ- 
ation, as ſhews unequal Treatment of Men, 
they may in 4 Places be produced as the 


like Proof of it; 5 which would run this 


way of arguing, in into a 1 * Abſurdity as 


EEE ay ene 2 oe eo io A. ID. 2 =» B25. 06 Be oo. 


* 


NN 3 3 0 00 ww 


158 1 
ä Situation n let it ab be 
conſidered ; that the Conſtitution of Nas 
. 200 their: manner of Life, are ad- 


OP. by a wonderful Direction 


, to the Nature of 3 5 
1 Providence m have placed | 
fri eee dls 'Circum- 


ſtances, of whatever kind, which their re- 
ſpective Situations may render unavoidable, 
are this way alſo. conſiderably balanced. 
Their Natures and Deſires are ned 
ent to their Abodes; yea; tliey are ſo well 
adapted, as to make the Agreement eligi- 
ble. Twill here add: that Ihnocence, and 
Virtue, thofe moſt valuable Things in Na- 
ture, do generally flouriſn moſt in Tit moſt 
harren Soils; and would dbubtleſs thrive 
abundantly more than they now do, were 
it not for the Contagions unhappily brought 
into them from more fertile Countries. 
Plenty is the Parent'of innumerable Vices. 
This pampers ſo much the Body, as to 
render the animal Part of Men abundantly 
more unruly in its Senſes and Appetites, 
than it would otherwiſe be; and hereupon 
proves the Occaſion of ſuch Extravagances 
and Follies as are the Bane of rational 
Happineſs ;:and the Ruin alſo of Innume- 
rable. So that the Inhabitants of a Goſhen 
appear in this View, leſs deſirably ſituated, 
than thoſe in the moſt — Climates, 


198] 

But let it however be remembered ; that 
the delightful Situation of the moſt in- 
dulged & o/henttes, ſuppoſing it an Infelicity 
as in his Light, hath in other Reſpects, 
Advantages ſufficient (as is, I apprehend, 
the Caſe, in every other inhabited Part of 
the Earth) to — it an the Whole, no leſs 
deſirable than any other e 9 | 
ment. 


I might add fome other Civikderatioh 
in ſupport of this Hypotheſis : but, without 
farther Enlargement, ſhall take leave to 
conclude ; . That whatever real 1 earl?” 
dies are found among Men, with reſpett 
- © to Situation, may be imputed to them- 

a ſelves,— to their Vicioulels, or Folly; 
but not to 5 perſonal Aſſign- 
5 ment.“ 


Let us now y examine the Ma atter cath, 
in regard alſo to Mens different Stations in 
Life. 5 


161 
CHAP: VI. 


160 T he Caſe of Mankind con- 
« ſidered with reſpect to 1 
cc different Stations.” 


N this other View it may appear, on a 
[ careful and unbiaſſed Examination, 

ere is as little Ground to complain of un- 
equal Allotments, as in the Inſtance above- 
mentioned. For, Men may as comfortably 

enjoy themſelves, and to as great Advan- 

tage, in the Proſpect of a future Life, 
| (which ought always to be attended to) 
in the lower Ranks, as in the higheſt ; pro- 
vided they want not the Neceſſarzes of Life, 
or any thing really needful to the ordinary 
Supports of Nati, And this, I am per- 
ſuaded, is ſuch a wretched Caſe as was 
never properly Providential, unleſs in a may 
of Puniſhment. 


In Proof of what I have advanced, 1 
obſerve, . Firſt : That the placing 


« Mankind in different Ranks, is an admi- 


fable Direction, which plainly a appears, 
« not only requiſite, but neceſary, for the 
common Benefit of all.” 4 


EY 


1-947 
Tis evidently necalful in the important 
Article of Government. : and allo to obtain 
deſirably even the common Supports of 
Late: and almoſt all the -Conveniences of 
it. The High od Low, the Rich and 
| Poor, do mutually depend on each other's 
Aſſiſtance, to promote and ſecure their 
common Welfare. The Earth indeed is 
_ richly ſtocked with all the Materials, - 
qu e for thoſe Ends; but the drawing 
them forth; and working them for uſe 
is wiſely left to Mens own. Management, 
And 5 Labours and Pains which the 
lower Ranks are ſubjected to, are partly 
recompe nſed by the Premium. they obtain 
from Hose in ſuperior Stations Who e 
the Fruits of N and, are further great) 
rewarded in thoſe ha uy Frei "wt of 
Health and Agility, to wi. eh their Laboun 
adminiſter more than any. other ordinary 
Means. And, in Conlequgnce of this, 
they generally enjoy a more delighti 


—4 of Life than moſt of their Superior. 


Their Spirits are CDs: rendered ſprightly | 
and vigorous ; Trequendy ntly flow into a 
full Stream of 05 ed Pleaſantneſs. Their 
Senſes alſo are truer, — their Taſtes better 
Prepared : and by this means they haye ge- 

nerally. a particular Advantage as to animal 
Gra tifications, of every innocent kind. 


Nor 


ſullied (as is common with thoſe in Ae 
rior Circumſtances) with -the Parchings of 
Ambition; the Pinings of Precedence; 
the Gratings of Envy; or the like moft 
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10 
Nor are cheir Entertainments allay * 


wretched Intermixtures. Their Su periors 
indeed may be thought more happy'in the 


Eaſe and Plenty, which are their diſtin- 


iſhed Privilege. Theſe may indulge their 
— and Senſes in whatever they 


crave ; having a full Proviſion even to glut, | | 


as well as gratify them. But the Bleſſing 
of Health, with its various delightin gF ruits, 


in which they generally exceed them, is 


ſufficient of itſelf, not only to ſet che Ba- 


— at BE” Land to W alſo 0 


** 


I would farther obſerve, Secondh, « That 
there are but few among the higher 


„Ranks, who ſufficient] y guard againſt the 
various Allurements to Vice and Folly, 


© which their affluent Circumſtances do 
* every Day expoſe them: nor is it 2 
« to reſiſt « cir Influence.” + 4 


"Navin whenoo it may be inferred; that 


their Pomp and Plenty, inſtead of procu- 
ring the Advantages of Life, may fre- 


** bar them from moſt of the valua- 
dle Comforts of it. And, if we conſider 

the future State in Comune with the 
: | * 


5 
5 

; 
an 
4 
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preſent, here may, in 7b important View, © 


Ground to conclude, their Situation in 


Life is far leſs deſirable than the Station 


of their Inferiors. Heights of Honour, and 
Affluence of Wealth, are, what the Minds 
of few may have Weight ſufficient to coun- 
fer-balance. Such is our Weaknels, or 
uſual Defects in 1 that Men have 
rarely proper Strength ſucceſsfully to oppoſe 
but ee For of Virtue : I mean the 
ordinary Enſnarements and Entanglements 
in Life: and much leſs to repel thoſe nu- 
merous Troops of ſtrongeſt Force. which 


environ always the Great, and all in afflu · 


ent Circumſtances. Theſe may therefore 
ſeem, on this other Account, to be rather 


undefirably than happily ſituated, as being 


expoſed to ſo great a Danger. 
But as none of the Diſadvantages attend. 


ing Wealth and Honour, can be juſtly 


imputed to a providential Direction; but 
ra 


rather to Mens own vitious, ot imprudent 
Conduct; they ought in all Reaſon to take 
the Charge upon themſelves: and, being 
f king y favoured in a great many 
Reſpects, by the Station and Circumſtances 
wherein they are placed, they have no 


diſtingui 


more Ground to make the leaſt Complaint, 
than thoſe who are fixed below them. 
With ſuch wonderful Skill and Kindneſs, 


ny mn ae,.e+Sz =£a,. wo + Kt. Do. Ot. oa. av. e Q ai. ee eee i 


hath 


hath the great Diſpoſer of Men 
all their Stations] ſince the ſeveral Ranks 


5 


I 
aſſigned to 


and Orders are moſt admirably placed to 
the beſt Advantage for all: and their re- 
ſpective Privileges of one kind and another, 
ſeem ſo equally poiſed, that no judici- 
ous Perſon who hath well conſidered it, 
will preſume to determine, on the whole 
of this Life in View of a future, what Sta- 
tion, or what Circumſtances, providenttally 
aſſigned, may deſerve the Preference. Di- 
advantages and Privileges are, among every + 
Order of Men, ſo ſkilfully intermixed, and 

ſo well adjuſted, that were it in the Power 

of a competent Judge, to chuſe his Station, 

he would find it as great a Difficulty ta 
determine his Choice as can well be ima- 
gined : and, could he plainly and perfectly 
diſcern the Tendency, and the Event, of 
whatever might reſpect him, he would 
certainly fix on the Station and Circum- 
ſtances which the all- wiſe Director of all 


| Things had before affigned him. 


J am well aware, that the common 


| Temper, and the ordinary Practice of 


Mankind, may be thought a plain and per- 
fect Contradiction to what I here obſerve : 
For almoſt all (it may be ſaid) of every 
Rank, appear, in the · active Parts of 
* Life, to be ſtill aiming, projecting, and 

. ſtriving 
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LE — aker their repr- 
56 tive Circumſtances.” 


But to this it may be plied © Ta 
common Opinions, and common Practices, 
are of ſo little Moment in the Diſcovery of 

Truth, eſpecially of ſuch Truths as lie out 
of common Reach, that no Perſon of Un- 
derſtanding was ever known to lay conſide- 
rable Streſs upon them: nor can they in 
the preſent Caſe deſerve much Regard. 
However, I, am willing to enlarge a little 
in illuſtrating and confirming what is above 
advanced: and I hope the rather to be ex- 
cuſed in it, as many. perhaps may think, it 
ſtrongly aſfects my preſent Argument: and 
as it will lead to ſeveral Obſervations that 

5 — W Notice. Wee 


NO, 


Finer : | That the Providewss of 
God doth rarely, if ever, abſolutely fix 
© the particular Station, or 3 
* of any one. 


This ae 80 not agrecable to hs 9 
State of Men. For, as God hath endowed 
us With various Powers of being mutually 
helpful and ſerviceable to each other; and, 
as reciprocal Utility may reaſonably be con- 
cluded to be the e 
alm 
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vs . 


Perry 


| almoſt all the Powers and Capacities we 


enjoy; molt certainly therefore, the lau- 


dable Exerciſe of thoſe natural Talents, 


which are thus conducive to ſoc:al Virtue, 


wo be expected from every Rank 


And, as the right Improvement 


— — wok Men are favoured with, will 


generally iſſue, if Opportunities alſo occur, 
in ſome Advancement in Circumſtances; 
tis undoubtedly, every one's Concern, to 

make ſuch Improvement of them to as 
good Advantage as he can: and, when his 
Aims and Purſuits are laudable, and Suc- 


 cels attends his Endeavours; whatever Ad- 


vancement is hereby attained, may be eon- 


ſidered as the Station that God intended 


for him 1 nor will Fan of 
i alſoct my preſent Argument. | 


The Caſe is widely different, ps Mens 


' Aims at Advancement are either ſenſual, 


or ſelfiſh ;* or, when the Methods they take 
are wrong, or irregular. ' Theſe are ſo con- 

trary to the Will of God, and to the Na- 
ture of Things, that there can be no Ground 
to ſuppoſe a divine Concurrence with them. 
Succeis may be permitted, but not approved. 
There may be ſufficient Reaſons to juſtify 
the Permiſſion; but the Perfections of God, 
and the Reaſons of dean cannot admit 
«the dealt. Such Advance- 
| ments 


ments therefore as are thus obtained, cannot 
properly be termed 1 n 


ments. 


The point 4 comes to e: 4 
any one has a Proſpect of improving his 
Condition by regular Methods; the Caſe 
may be conſidered as a ovidential Call, 
which plainly intimates the Will of 
concerning it : but when there is no Capa- 
City, or no Opportunity, to attempt it by 
ſuab means, he ought to reſt ſatisfied in his 
preſent. Circumſtances, and to make the 
beſt he can oe: gar capt nite I ob- 


3 war farther, 


| yin Sheen 6c That tis 13 or Folly, I 

« which induceth any one to endeavour, of 

* defire, an Alteration in his Condition, 

_ «,.\yhen he hath Reaſon to be ſatisfied ti tis 
9 1.0 God Slogan for „ 


And this may be ode] wich ſufici 
ent Evidence, from what is juſt above ob- 
ſerved. Human Felicity, or a right En- 
joyment of Life, may certainly be obtained 
by every one in the Meaſure moſt deſirable, 
in whatever Rank he may be placed, pro- 
vided he improveth rightly his Capacities 
and Opportunities. For the needful Goods 
of * are Provided for all alike ; and * 
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ſet before Men as in a common Stock; 
from whence the lower, as well as higher: 


Orders, may procure and enjoy their pro- 
Portion with equal Advantage. In 
Proof of this, let it here again be recol- 


lected ; that our proper Pleaſures and En- 


tertainments are either animal or intellec- 


tual: and that the former are derived from 


the Taſtes Men have for delighting Objects; 


and not immediately from the Objects them- 


ſelves: for then the ſame Objects would 
always afford to all poſſeſſed of em, the 
ſame Pleaſures; alſo the ſame Degrees of 
em: which every one knows is contrary 


to Fact. —- Now, pleaſurable Taftes are 
not appropriated to one Rank of Men, an 


more than to another : nor is one Rank 
deſtitute of proper Objects that ſait their 
reſpective Taſtes, any more than another. 


Whereſore, they may equally enjoy them- 


ſelves in very different Entertainments ; 
provided they partake equally of ſuch as 
correſpond to their ſeveral Diſpolitions. And 
I take it to be undeniable; that there'is no 
Inequality as to this, in what is provided 
for every Station in Life. So that every 


Senſe, and every Appetite truly natural, 


may be as ſuitably; and fully gratified in 


one Station as in another. — The Caſe of 


Individuals will be conſidered hereafter. 


| # _ 0 
In like manner, intellectual Entertain- 
ments, and the Privileges alſo of rs kind, 
do certainly lie in common. No Rank 
of Men is advanced above another in 
natural Endowments. The Capacities of 
the Mind, tho' vaſtly different in reſpect - 
HM vidualt, make no Difference, as they are 
implamed by God among the Orders i in go⸗ 
neral. Indeed, Cultivation and Improve. 
ment, being moſt obſervable among the 
higher Ranks, becauſe enjoying eſpecial | 
Advantages for it, do often produce a very 
great Difference in the Exerciſe of Mens 
Faculties, and the Knowledge and Diſ- 
cernment conſequent on this; but unleſs 
ſuch Attainments be ſz fully improved, 
(which is not very common) they receive 
this way no real Benefit, The loweſt Rank, 
— not in like manner privileged, may 
employ their uncultivated Talents (wherein 
— are 8 Nature alike endowed) to as 


good Purpoſe in their low Sphere ; and 


may neee enjoy ( as will be ſthewn 


hereafter) as much Satisfaction in it, as 
any of their Superiors may in the like Im- 
provement of theirs. And if they may as 
well enjoy themſelves, both in animal Gra- 
tification, and intellectual Entertainment, 
(which are the only Sources of our reſent 
Happine's) as may thoſe in the 


Stations what then but Caprice or Hu- 
„ 


1 4 
mour, but an idle groundleſs Imagin ation, 
(to ſuppoſe — of it,) can induce any 
to. ſeek, or deſire, an Alteration of the 
Condition wherein Providence may have 
placed them? Muſt it not betray a very 
ſtrange Conceit to imagine they can find a 
better Situation aan 
mee e es 


What Occaſion can he then be of 
Anxiety or Solicitude? or of any eager Striv- 
ing, to advance their preſent Station ? What 
eſpecially, ſhould — them into wrong- 
ful or faulty Methods for it? — into Violen- 
ces, or Frauds, or any 2 Dealing; 
from a ſenſeleſs View of becoming hap- 
pier ?——This can only be the way Tone in- 
_ creaſe their Pain; but not wp enlar 

Comfort. The Alteration, in d 
will but mock their Aims, and vex them 
with Diſappointment ; yea, very likely, 
will ſting — with Remorſe, i they are 
not ſottiſhly indolent, and occafion keen 

Reproaches, after * the Labour it hath 
_ colt them. | 


There ſeems hd; on the when 
ſufficient Reaſon to conclude ; that our 
common moſt indulgent Parent hath "a 
wonderfully contrived and managed our 
Aftairs, that in the needful and 5% Pro- 

K4 7: viſion 
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viſion he hath made e G0 of all, 
he hath fo kindly and ſkilfully divided the 
whole Race ws arious Orders, that no 
Rank can have Cauſe to complain on this 
Account, of the leaſt unequal Treatment. 
All are placed to beſt Advantage, with re- 
ere to all: and each Order may as fully 
| themſelves in their ſeveral Stations, 

ſo far as ſuch Enjoyment reſpe&s their 
Rank, as _ n mn 33 room to do. 


Having now bed the Caſe of 
Mankind in thoſe two more general Views; 
viz. Their ſeeming very unequal Aſſign- 
ments with regard to Situation, in the va- 
rious Regions of the World: and alſo with 
reſpe& to the different Ranks into which 
they are divided; I proceed to examine in 
like manner, the Caſe of Individuals ; 
wherein is the greateſt Difficulty that a- 
| riſeth on the Subject: and here I ſhall 
endeavour to account for their reſpective Al- 
lotments in the following moſt obſervable 
Inſtances : viz.— In what reſpects their in- 

telleftual Endowments : — their bodily State + 
and their Circumſtances in Externals, ' 
or the outward Goods of this Life. And 
I hope to render it at leaſt probable, there 
is no better Foundation for a Charge a _ 
Providence, in cither of wor e 

od 


ever Matters may appear, thaw in the ge- 
neral Inſtances already examined. There 

may indeed be ſome very extraordinary 
Caſes, which may perhaps deſerve to be 
exceptcd : but thele alſo, if there be any 
ſuch, might no doubt be cleared up as 
ſatisfactorily as any other, could we better 


diſcern the Nature, and ——_— and 
Event of Things, 


151 begin with the firſt mentioned. 


* 
— * ; 
CHEAT 
* 


Ci 61 


HAP. vu. 


* "WP diflerent Citeutnſtance 
conſidered in reſpect to their 
66 intellectual Endownents.” 


TN this View it mayite magine 
are treated by God in a flrangely 
equal Manner. * For, (it may be faid the 
« Capacities of ſome ſo 'vaſthy tr d 
« what others are endowed with, that they 
„ ſeem to conſtitute a different Species of 
« Beings. Yea, the [vet human Mind 
% may be thought to be leſs diſtant from 
« the appearing Underſtanding of ſome 
* brute-Creatures, than from ſome of its 
© own Order. Whether there be any 
Difference between the Souls of Men in 
their unembodied State, is perhaps a Queſ- 
tion not eaſy to be reſolved: nor does any 
preſent Argument require it. But, what- 
ever may de in this, we have, as I con- 
ceive, ſufficient Reaſon to conclude ; that 
the greateſt Part of the Difference now 
obſervable in their Operations, is originaliy 
owing to the different Organs they animate: 
and the forming of theſe, is undeniably the 
Work of a divine Hand. Nor can any 
Difference relating to it 1 imputed to ber. 
__ tnem» 


CL = 
dem cher but a faulty impairing, or a 


want of i the 3 God | 
has granted them. os 


All this may be admitted: but 1 wil not 
much affect my r 
would firft obſerve in general even the 
loweſt human Mind may appear, if well 
examined, to be neither more unhappy, 
nor leſs capable of Self-Enjoyment, than 
one that is endowed with the moſt exalted 
Faculties. Tis certainly no Unha | 
conſidered in itſelf, not to be as elear- ohted 
as ſome may be; provided, the * of 
Reaſon may be as well anſwered by a e 
row Capacity, as they may by | 
extended: nor can the e mr 

any Uneaſineſs, unleſs percerved; or any 
farther than it is. Now the prir Ends 
of our being endowed. with Reaſon, ſeem 

to be, (as hath been before obſerved 
to procure Good to ourſelves : and to pro- | 
mote the e of others: where 
by the of the Foux r Alx of Rea- 
ſon is anden moſt Wet 
us examine then n each of thele 


Views, Wn e 


— 


I ſhall at i, n * As to 5 
? 064 mn 


And 
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And here let it be remembered: chat 


imaginary Good, hath (as was proved be- 
fore) the like Influence as _ and en- 


8 


tertains Men frequently "as much. From 


whence it ſeems to follow, that low Minds 


may be as much. pleaſed in their low En- 


tertainments, altho derived from Imagina- 
tion only, as the moſt exalted may in ſuch 
as are adapted to /beir Capacities : yea, they 
may ſometimes perhaps exceed them in 
perſonal Enjoyment ; at leaſt in thoſe In- 
ſtances wherein it may be derived from ex- 
ternal Objects. Their Entertainments bis 


way are generally leſs allayed; and their 


Relith for them kcener; than penetrating 


thou ghttul People are wont to experience | 
in heirs. T's. true, the clearer-lighted 


Men are; the more extended are their 
Views ; and the truer Notions they have of 
Things. But what Advantage, is hereby 
obtained? This tends to depreſs their Opi- 
nion of ſuch Objects; and thereupon abates 


the Pleaſure which the others are wont to 


take in them. This alſo adds, almoſt 
numberleſs Ways to their | Solicitudes and 
Cares; and too frequently enlargeth anxicus 
 Thoughtfulneſs,-—— Whereas, dull Minds, 
and dim-fighted People, have few Appre- 
henſions but thoſe their Senſes convey to 
them; and, having alſo their Views con- 
fined within a narrow Compaſs, they ſel- 


dom extend their Thoughts beyond the 


preſent 


K 


nt Moment. And hence are 2 wont 


to go entirely into the Pleaſures juſt beſore 
them, if ſuiting their Inclinations: not 
being diſtaſted with the Meanneſs of their 
Delights; nor, under any Concern about 
ſuch diſtant Conſequences as may attend 
them, And, as ſenſible Enjoyment is eſ- 
teemed by them their greateſt Good; they 


are, in their own Opinion, as happy in this 


teſpect, as their wiſer fellow Mortals can 
be ſuppoſed to be f in their” more ie! | 


Entertainments. | 


Duits Koowlhd ge indeed, wy 4 cledt 
3 Diſcernment, which are the Properties of - 


the Wiſe, do, in Proportion to their Degrees, 


greatly difference the Perſons this way dif- 


tinguiſhed. But, whatever Difference they 
make in Capacity, they make none in Hap- 


pineſs; provided thoſe who are leaſt endow 


ed, are as much, and as innocently pleaſed in 


their Way and Manner, as the others may be 


in therrs, —If this be not allowed; I cannot 
ſee, how any Being but the Supreme, can be 
ſaid to be truly happy: and perhaps might 
add,—or yet, how any other can, properly 
ſpeaking, be happy at all. For, it ſuperior 
Entertainments only are the Ground of 
Happineſs, then will the higheſt among 
Men, if conſidered with a View to ſupe- 
_ rior A have really no Ground at all. 


Nor 


altho it had not its Origi 


| {f 770 1 
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Foundation than Men, if there are any 
Orders above them. If Happineſs be the 
Product only of Superiority in reſpect to the 
kinds of Pleaſure, or of the Objects that 
pleaſe ; then, whilſt there are Objects ſur- 
paſling thoſe that may be ſpoken of; rheſe, 
according to this * deſerve 1 no 
Notice at all. | 


It muſt chant; er be e 
jedged, that inferior Entertainments may 
as well afford a Ground for Happineſs, to 
choſe lower Minds whoſe Capacities and 
Taſtes are ſuited to them; as higher — 
tertainments may to thoſe who are ſu 
or otherwiſe (as was notet above) — | 
be no Being but the Supreme that can be 
ſaid to be truly happy; which, would run 


ths Hypotheſes ind a fin CON, 


And let it farther be 6 conſidered ; t 
animal Delight centers al 


when * of by - 
demned, is. properly ener Pleaſedneſs1 


that is, a of Happineſs becoming 
Men. Neither the Meanneſs of the Enter- 
tainment, nor its being imaginary, ( ſup- 
poſing it only ſuch) can create a Difference. 
All that is e to o ſupport this Argu- 


ment, 


:: SI. + ¾ , 8 


" fan 


ment, is, the Meaſure of f. ng pleaſed, if 
eably pleaſed *. Netter de Objee of 
ſuch Delight, nor the Manner in which ; 


tis derived, doth wal affect the Caſe F- 
if what hath beet chives 


under this Head may be admitted; (and 


it appears to me to have a juſt Foundation) 


then may the Concluſion before dravvn un- 


deniably follow; viz. That, in reſpect to 


Self-Enjoyment, or, to procuring Good to 
ourſehves 3 God ſeems to-have g 3 


| . 1 46. if — . Aa no vici- 5 


ous or fault oa 1s, properly ſpeaking, kuman 
Pleaſure. 1 t plainly contradicts our rati N 
nor have we any Clpacities intended for it. Bc 
Kind, and even every cr rs ph , of Juch Pleaſure, is 
a not at all ſuited to our animal Part; and 
much leſs, to our intellectual: tis rather injurious to 
both: and therefore deſerves to be hated an avoided, , 
as a Thing that is monſtrous, as well as deſpicable. 
+ The following Reſemblance may a little illuſ- 


| trate what I here aim at.— A Child, and a Jan, 


may be equally loaded with very different Weights, 
And a tender * 


ſmall Occaſion, as one that is hard 1 couragious, 
and reſolute, on a much greater. Ihe pereipient 


Powers ought chiefly to be conſidered in every af- 
| felling Caſe; ſince the Meaſure both of — 
and Pain, is to be judged of —— from 

and. not from the Obje ects that occaſion either. | 
may be very different, and* yet equally affect dif- 
ferent . 
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irit may be as much afflicted on a 
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loweſt Mind as capable of it as'the higheſt, 


This will e appear under tho —— 


1 ſhall therefore now examine — Caſe, 


SeconDLY, © With reſpect to relative 


Good; that other eſpecial End for which 
„ we are endowed with Reaſon ; and 
Which ſeems indeed to be the e ? 


And here I would SA a ** Reflec- 


tions on this latter Sentence, (as I take it 


to be a Matter of very great Moment to be 


fully convinced of it). before I enter on the 
Proof of what is chiefly propoſed as to this 


Point. Accordingly I obſerve ; © That the 

— having kindly and ge- 
« nerouſly endeavoured to promote our 
« Neighbour's Happineſs, is a Source of 


4 Conſciouſncls 


the trueft and higbeſt Pleaſure we are ca- 
% pable of obtaining in this Life. Yea, 


there ſeems Ground to conclude ; ; that the 


Communication of Happineſs, is a ſpecial 


Part of divine = elicity. Even Gop may 


derive his principal Entertainment from it. 


His being 752 4 of the higheſt Perfec- 
tions, may not afford him as great Satisfac- 


tion, as the loweſt of them may when 4 


beneficently . exerciſed. Yea, it ſeems 2 


Contradiction to conſummate Wiſdom and 


| Goodneſs, to ſee an * and to 
u 


1 W — — — . 


it: tg 'f © 
3 an Ability, of doing any. adus/ 
Good, and not to embrace the Seaſon. / 


ſuch Caſe, the Capacity would. be uſalelp 


and remain unattive, in thoſe very Matters, - 
and at thoſe inviting Times, Whetein it 


. be eee it "ſeals — exert. 


But, AY may. be in this, it may 
here perhaps be objected: That 5 
Conſiderations J have mentioned, fy 

poſing them rightly founded, may 
fairly improved againſt my preſent Ar 
« ment, inſtead of ſupporting it. 


F 
14 

: i 2 

Or- 


« thoſe, it may be ſaid, who are of o W 


« * nderRtandings, are by no means as 
capable of being ſerviceable to others; 
©, nor therefore of enlarging ibis way their 
( * Own mh as + heir Vier e | 


To this I 1 vas —That this ather 
End of Reaſon may certainly be as well 
_— in rſt to 155 Aim and — — 


by even the log anon as 1. 5 nnd 
Ys moſt exalted —God's Expectations this 
may undoubtedly be as well and as 


full an{wered by the one, as by the other. 


Fo it cannot be DT of him, that he 
| —_ 


| r 1 14] „ 
expects from any one, an iger of 

Talents beyond the meaſure in which he 
hath conferred them. When he finds 
Fidelity 1 in the uſe of his Favours; it is all 
he requires; and all he can expect. The 
Manner, and Meaſure, in which they may 
he improved, can only correſpond with the 
Mare that is granted. And ſince the 
loweſt Servant may be as faithful in his lit- 
tle, as ſuperior Servants may; be in the 
larger Portions conferred on them; 
ſtand as to this, on equal Ground; and 
will therefore certainly be as much ap- 
proved by their common. Maſter, the one, 
as the ot ier. 


But, ſhould 578 be admitted, it may ſtill 
be objected, © That as Perſons of mean 
* Abilities are capable of but little Service | 
e to others; and conſequently can obtain 

« this way, but a low Degree of Com- 
&« fort; in compariſon of what reſults from 
e the like beneficent Improvement of 
"Py much higher Talents, they are therefore 
* in this reſpect in leſs deſirable Circum- 
« ſtances; and accordingly are herein 
treated with an unequal Degree of Fa- 
vour, in the View I am now conlidering 
6 theſe Matters.” | 


To 


* 


[ 11s ] 
To this it may be anſwered : That; as 
the Pleaſure which is found in Rar | 
our Neighbour's Happineſs, ariſeth in Mens 
Minds; not fo directly from the actual 
Benefits conferred, be they greater or leſs: 
but rather, from a delightful Conſciouſneſs of 
baving faithfully 7 our Talents- and 
Opportunities for it, there ſeems Reaſon to 
conclude; that the ſmalleſt Favours, wen 
conferred with the ſame Benevolence as 
the greateſt, afford an equal Ground of 
ſuch Delight: for, whatever Difference 
there may be in the Degrees of em, there 
will then be none in the Principle of acting, 
which is the only laudable Source of the 
Pleaſures this way derived. If a Penny be 
given to a needy Object with as good a 
Dit] poſition by one, as a Pound may be be- 
ſtowed by another; and bears an equal 
Proportion to their reſpective Circumſtances; 
the Virtue certainly is the ſame; and ſo 
may be the Pleaſure reſulting from it. Am 
1 capable of more Service than ſome other 
Perſon: may be? My beneficent Acts may 
ere be more enlarged: but he, 
leſs endowed, may as faithfully em- 
ck his lower Talents, as I may thoſe con- 
terred on me. TI do but exert my Powers 
. rightly ; ; and hence enjoy the Comfort of 
it: and ſo may my weaker Neighbour em- 
275 and improve his; and wil hereupon 
| Wo have 


| (, 26 1 
3 bee as good Foundation to approve of his 
Conduct as I can have to approve of mine. 
His Regard to his Fellow-Creatures Good, 
and his Readineſs to promote it, were, in 
all reſpects, as commendable as mine. He 
wanted not an Jnclination ; but only an 
Ability, to have been more ſerviceable, 
This Inc „being wholly natural, can 
be aſcribed to ad oaly who formed both of 
us, and diſtributed to each our e 
Talents; and doubtleſs deſigned to make 
us TE N * we ſhewed 
And from 
„ aFE tw that 
tho this cher Gems of Underſt 


no way be ca how Undertandings, mo 
neſs, as thoſe of higher Abilities; yet, 
When they act with equal b . and 
equal Virtue, their Deſerts are equ 
was noted above) — na.ep Mx 
dation of equal delighting Conſciouſneſs, 
* of all the Pleaſures derived from it. 


| What I have now obſerved with med 
to this very difficult Point, viz. the Inequali- 
ty that appears in the Underftlandings of 
Men, may ſuffice, I would hope, to ſup- 
port the Argument FY owe undertaken, as 
: * this View 8 _ 


In ſuch abſtruſe Points as may not admit of 
Demonſtration ; or, of ſuch evident Proof as m — 


* 
f . 

: J . : 
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The next Inſtance 1 have d to 

conſider, is; the ſeeming unequal Treat- 
ment of Men in the vaſtly different Cir- 
cumſtances that reſpect their n i 


txclude all rational Conteſt,” à candid "I 
will be ſatisfied with what appears moſt probable ; 
and the Account I have given of the grand Diffi- 
culty before us, I apprehend is ſuch. This Plea, 
will I 110 be allowes i in the Tg Inſtances. 


13 
„, 11 A P. VIII. 


i 7 ; ens bodily. State examined! 
4 and Xing Difficulties ariſing 
* on this Head, are modeſtly 
TORE 


N ming what I 3 propoſe, 1 
1 would obſerve, Firſt, in general”; that, 
as the different State of Men in what re- 
ſpects their Bodies, is ſuppoſed in my pre- 
5 Argument to be properly providential, 

and therefore to reſult from the eſtabliſhed 
Laws of Nature, either with regard to the 
| Circumſtances of Birth; or the aſſigned 
Courſe of Things in a Caſe of Sickneſs; 
or in any Malady, or Maim, accidentally 3 
occaſioned ; if God, in thoſe Reſpects, had 
placed them on a perfectly equal | Bottom, 
that is, had he formed their Bodies at firſt, 
and afterwards preſerved them, with equal 

Advantages of this kind; he would mani- 

feſtly have been obliged, to abrogate or 
ulter thoſe eſtabliſhed Laws, altho' the 
Product of conſummate Wiſdom, Equity, 
and Goodneſs ; and hereby have annulled, 
or oycr-ruled, the beſt Direction of Things 
reſpecting this World: and, were this ſup- 
poſeable, the — might be concluded in 
a every 
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every other Inſtance wherein it might be 
thought there was the like Occaſion. And 
how would this have unhinged his firſt In- 
ſtitutions in the Order of Nature; and alſo 
ſadly embarraſſed. (if I may fo expreſs it) 
his continuing Procedures in providential 
Government ? But certainly there can be 
no Occaſion for ſo wild an Imagination, 
when tis ſo very evident, that a ſeeming. 
want of Fayour to ſome, either in this, or 
any other reſpect, may "oY eaſily be com- 
penſated by diſtinguiſhing Kindneſs in ſome 
other Inſtance: for then the Balance would 
be righted, how unequally ſoever it might 
before be thought to have been poiſed. And 
the undoubted Impartiality of all God's 
Proceedings, is, as I conceive, a ſufficient 
ground to conclude, that tis always actually 
done, altho it may not plainly appear, fo far 
as any Sufferer, in any particular Inſtances, 
may be found a proper Object of it“. 


But, to render more apparent what I 
here aim at, I ſhall more particularly con- 
ſider his Caſe in the following reſpective 


* What is here obſerved, may perhaps be thought, 
a begging the Queſtion in Hand: but as the Suppo- 
ſition hath an evident Ground; a candid - Reader 
may allow ſuch Reſort in a few Inſtances not eaſil 
a accounted for, when the Argument in general ha 
been ſufficiently proved. „„ 


J 


4 


i 


Views viz. * obſerving ; * That + hut 
6 * Advantages of whatever kind, are of no 


5" great Moment to Men: and from this 


«it may be inferred ; that oppy/ite Caſts 


0 5 not much Regard Futter: 
1% That whateyer Grief vr Concern any bo- 
1 dily Defect or Ailment may unavoidably 

« occaſion ; ſuch wnremediable Difadvan- 
te tages may ſufficiently be compenſated, 
(and doubtleſs are to p lng en by 
a proportioned diſtinguiſhing Favour in 
6, ſorne other Inſtances,” 1 


Pins r, «] tee thilt bodily Aale 
tages of whatever kind, are of no great 


2 


„ Moment to Men : and eſpecially con- 
te fidering, how they _— turn to Tk | 


1 


They are at beſt of no Frater Impor- 


* that —_— them,” 


uſeful Purpoſe. Let us examine this 


Matter in ſome of the moſt eſteemed In- 
ſtances of bodily Advantages. I ſhall 


mention, Firſt, 15 Comelingfs, And IO 
« in the different SEXES,” yy 


Now, theſe are; I conceive, of very ſmall 


Account. The moſt they recommend to, 


is but fonciful Eſteem ; which may perhaps 
ro ſome Relpeth and Deference from 


in⸗ 


R , r 
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jnjudicious Peopte, whoſe Opinion of in | 
is governed more by outward Appearance, 


chan by what deſerves Regard. But the 


Wiſe are directed by another Rule. Theſe 
_ their Judgment, and guide their Re- 
, by what they perceive in any one of 
5 Worth :—by the Meaſure, and the 
Fruit, of his intellectual Endowments; and 
by the virtuous Diſpoſitions he is obſervetl 
to cultivate. Bodily Diſtinctions are of 
little Weight with boſe, unleſs they are 
improved to ſome valuable Aecount. But 
how ſeldom is this to be any where found? 
They rather generally turn, I believe I 
may fay, even naturally turn, when - 1 
ſeſſed in a conſiderable Degree, to the 
triment and Danger of thoſe who bend | 
them; inſtead of promoting their rational 
Comfort,. or their real Advantage. They 
are not only productive of Conceit and 
Haughtineſs, thoſe turbulent Gor f 
Vices; but frequently alſo enkindle ſuch- 
Flames of Impurity in the other Sex, as 
flaſh back their Fury into their own Cor- 
ruptions, till both blaze up together, and 
become perhaps unquenchable. e 


Theſe obvious Conſiderations may very 
much abate, if they do not over-rule, the 
inagined Diſadvantages of an oppoſite Caſe, 
For if — and are at beſt 


of 
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of {mall Account; and alſo generally at. 
tended, if they may not naturally, by the 
Evils 1 have pointed at ; Deformity and 
Unſightlineſs need not, on thoſe Accounts, 
give any one great Concern ; but ſhould 
rather ſit eaſy on the deformed Perſon's 
Mind, as he is hereby happily guarded 
againſt all thoſe deſtructive Vices which the 
contrary Lot would have expoſed him to, 


Hut, ſuppoſing an unſightly Perſon may 
Inevitably undergo any real Diſadvantage 
by means of ſome Deſormity; the Con- 
fideration I have recourſe to on all the like 
Occaſions, may ſet the Balance at rights; 
as there is certainly ground to conclude, 
from the unbiafled Equity of our common 
indulgent Parent, that tis (as will preſently 
be ſhewn) ſome way or other compenſated, { 
far as he is found a proper Object. More- 
over, his Diſadvantages in bodily Appeat- 
ance, might in Kindneſs be intended, as the 
molt conducive means to form in him ſome 
internal Beauties, highly tranſcending any 
that are bodily, which he might not other- 
wiſe have attained. Theſe, may not only 
have prevented the natural Eruptions of 
the Vices above-mentioned ; but have in- 
duced him to cultivate the contrary endcar- 
ing and highly efteemed Virtues, viz. 
 Meekneſs, Huviility, ¶Qfability, and Hene- 
e e 
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8 which ſtron gly attract the Affec- 
tions of Mens Hearts, in lieu of the Ad- 
miration and light Eſteem of their Funucies. 
Theſe alſo may have protected him (as was 
intimated above) againſt the envenomed 
Darts of impure and laſcivious Eyes; and 
ſet him without the Bound of #/tby ſenſual 
Gratifications ; thoſe grand Enſnarers of 
Men !——thoſe rutnous common Evils | and 
to be thus ſecured againſt this one Vice; 

this foul Sink of Putrefattion ! which ſwal- 
lows up Innumerable! is, of ite, ſuffi- 
cient to reconcile. a. virtuous Mind to all - 
thoſe ſmall Diſtaſtes which the uglieſt hu- 
man Form can be well ſuppoſed attended 
with. | 


1 wick mention ſome other Confidera- f 

tions, to obviate ſuch Objections as ſome 
perhaps may raiſe, on the different Ap- 
8 Men make in the Inſtance now 


fore us; but I account it needleſs. 


Wherefore I Proceed to examine alſo, 


SECONDLY, « The diſtinguiſhing im- 
= pron Privilege which many enjoy be- 

# yond others, in Strength, and Agility; 
as theſe alſo are thought of great Advan- 
* tage to Men, in particular in the lerer 
i Stations of Life,” HE 


It 


ke manner, the Difficulty and Diſcou- 

tagement which the Weak may undergo 
min dliſcharging tbrirs, a conſtant Endurance 
doth very much abate, till they ſcarce re- 


? A utmoſt Strength to any Objections that may 


/ 


—— 


nn 
Strength is very deſirable, if it be not di 
rectly needful, on many Occaſions. The 
more of this the Lalvurer enjoys, with 
greater eaſe doth he go thro' his Labour: 


And lis alfo hereby enabled to provide with 


greater Advantage for himſelf and Family. 
And the Ati Dexterity, thro' th 


Pliantneſs of his Members, is of like Ad- 


vantage to him. Whereas, the natural 
Weakhefs and Inactivity of others in the 
like Stations, and Otcupations of Life, tho 
they may not quite difable them from their 
y cauſe them to drudge 
on in them with Difficulty and Regret. - 


This tis true is an Infelicity which many 


labour under; but not of ſach Moment as 


to deſerve any great Concern. Uſe, and 
Cuſtom, and a Continuance of Things, ren- 
der them, in all Caſes; the leſs ang 
80 that the Facility with which ſtrong and 
robuſt Labourers perform their daily Work, 


is but little attended to; and thereupon adds 


but little to their actual Comfort.—In 


gard their Influence. But, allowing the 
be 


, e,, re WU 
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be formed under this Head, the Conkllarg- 


tion. above-mentioned is an tet n 
full Reply to them. 5 


I would now turn — 
n . y ſhall 


3 60 With ref 


4“ VIZ,  Stckneſs, and Pain.” 


And here I thall firſt e * 


of Conceſſion, (as I have generally done 
before,. to give the faireſt Scope to Perſons 
of different Sentiments,) That hoſe very 


“ valuable Privileges, which are the natu- 
ral Product of an happy Conſtitution, 


« are by ſome Perſons enjoyed without In- 


© termiffion, thro a long Courſe of Years ; ry 


« whereby the Entertainments, and vari- 


? ous Gratifications that lie within their 


* Sphere, ſtand open and fair before them; 
and may to great Advantage be partaken 
4 of, if they do not themſelves prevent it. 


« Whereas others, on the other Hand, 


* are brought into the World with ſuch 


* unhappy Conſtitutions, that Sickneſs, and 
* Pains, Diſorders, and Languiſhments, 
not perhaps to be remedied, may all 
their Days attend them. And Lore 


have this way ſuch ſtrong Trials, as have 


__«& ſadh 


pect to Health, 8 
cc and Eaſe, as oppoſed to their Contraries, | | 


at 
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« ſadly imbittered, as well as rendered ale 
* leſs,, almoſt every Stream of Comfort. 
Dis is a Condition quite the Reverſe to 
that above pointed at; and ſeems as difficult 
to be reconciled to an impartial Treatment 
of Men, as any Inſtance I can recollect.— 
In this Part of the Inquiry, I would there- 
fore. proceed with all the Care and Atten- 
tion it ere e 1 258 ob- 


. 


Fiksr, „ That Health and 2 tho 
* ſuch Bleſſings in themſelves, ſeem but 


« little enjoyed; and are ſeldom 71ghth 
„ improved, by thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 


5 the largeſt Portions of them,” 


Theſe generally bohave as if they were 
taſteleſs unaffecting Goods, and thereupon 
little regarded, after long Enjoyment eſpe- 
cially ; which is ordinarily indeed the Caſe 
as to every other earthly Good. When 
Health in particular hath its proper Influ- 
ence, and adds confiderably to the Comforts 
of Life; tis juſt after the 3 of ſome 
ftrongly affecting Sickneſs ; while the Do- 
lors of that als their Impreſſions ; the 
Delightfulneſs of this may He gratefully 
regarded. Then do thoſe contrary Caſes | 
ſtand plainly: in Oppoſition : and, by the 
ſtrong Light they caſt on each other, ap · 


* 


1. 


.. 


bes. 
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peat before the Mind in a proportioned af- 


ſecting View. Then may the Remembrance 
of Pain, excite and quicken the Senſi- 
bility and Pleaſure of preſent Eaſe. And 
then do Men perceive the wide Difference 

there is between Weakneſs, and Strength; 

—Languor, and Sprightlineſs; a want of 
Reliſh for every Object of Senſe, and every 


intellectual Entertainment; and the con- 
trary quick Diſpoſedneſs to taſte of every 


Joy, and to revel in every Delight. Then, if 
ever, may this grund Bleſſing affect them 
as it ought. Then do they find the Advan- 
tage, and feel the Pleafure it affords. But 
how ſoon do thoſe Impreſſſons gradually 
wear off ?, and how little afterward is the 
Favour attended to? and, when not at- 
tended to, how can it promote their obſerved 
Happineſs, whatever Portion they have w 
t?—As this is commonly the Caſe ; 
haps, almoſt always the Caſe after long 


e it muſt much abate the Ob- 
A 


ion as in this View. Privileges and 
Favours, conſidered in themſelves ;* and as 
they may reſpect. the Perſons poſſeſſed of 
them, have very often a quite different Aſ- 
pet; and ought accordingly to be diffe- 
rently judged of. Health in particular is 
certainly a Curſe, when vitiouſly perverted : 
nor is It a Favour to - who e Obie 


OY 


| Obligation, and make 1 no r | 
* of it. 7 | 


! 

1 

* © 

„. Gol thenaltin) Kutber; how all hock 
* 

f 


tabliſhed Rules in Nature will actually turn 
to every one, he may permit his wiſe Di- 
reftions to take their ordinary Courſe as to 
Health and Sickneſs, either in Favour, or L 
Diſpleaſure, to the reſpective Perſons herein 
concerned. Nor can there be any fure 
ound to conclude concerning either, but 
y the Effects they ſeverally produce on 
* and on another, in their appearing 
manner of Life. And berker. "wow 
further obſerve, at "220 


- SECONDLY, © That: 2 "ROW * heath. | 
ful Sn _ attended wak Eaſe and 
* ineſs, generally turns unhappil7 

© againſt thoſe who are thus diſtinguiſhed, 
4 ' inſtead of 1 — fo their Advantage.” | 


The Abuſe” tis true is ben own inex · 
cuſeable Fault: but to thoſe who thus per- 

vert it, tis far from proving a Favour, 
No tis obvious to ever) obſerving Perſon, 
that the greater Part of the ordinary Evil. 
in Lite, reſult from the Predomi 

r Appetites bem Senſes over the Govern- 
Dis js the fad Occaſion 
of moſt of our r faulty Steps, and of the 


J. 


manifold 


} 
8 
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7 at an unaffecting 
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manifold Sorrows they lead us to. Vigo- 


us Health, in the Meaſure tis enjoyed, 


renders our various Appetites keen and 


craving 3 and frequently. very unruly. 


the Healthful and Vigorous, 


- being ſtrongly inclined to ſenſual Gratifica- 


tions, have need of a proportioned powerful 
Balance on the Side of Reaſon, to prevent 


an undue Indulgence to them. But the 


Clearneſs of Mens Minds doth ſeldom bear 


Proportion to the Strength. of their Conſti- 
tutions; nor hath ay diet Affinity with 


it: rather, perhaps, the Advantages of 
Health are often the Occaſion of c/ouding 
the Underſtanding, inſtead of clearing the 


Capacities of it. And, in this View, the 


may appear to be. leſs deſirably 


————, | 


Further: 4 vigorous dog Conſtitu- 


tion, and a long Enjoyment of Health, are 
y, and the Concerns of 


wont to ſet N 
Diſtance; 


the little Things c 
are apt to engroſs Mens Proſpects and Pus- 
ſuits in ſo great a Degree, that they rarely 
turn a preuailing I on a future 
— And indeed che Blan- 


diſnments of this World are ſo vari- 
| mu, and fo. . and tally. ſo 


exactly 


of this Life, 
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exaQly to. every animal Taſte, that 0 r 
from being eaſy, even for raiſed Minds, 


while their Appetites are keen and ſtrong, 


to diſencumber themſelves from them ſo 
far as their principal Intereſts are con 


Did the Influence of Reaſon correſpond al 


ways with the Vigour of Conſtitution, it 
t then as well maintain its Govern- 


unt when che A 1 2 are ſtrongeſt, in 
Ih; 


Conſequence of as when moſt 
enfeebled for want of it: but —— 


ſervation, as well as Ex ce, — 
— ger It rather loſeth, 


the Caſe to be oth 
than gains, (as was intimated above) and 


s generally more and more diſabled by it. 


I might mention ſeveral other Diſadvan- 
tages which are the uſual Conſequents of a 


„ ING n, 


count it needleſs. 


joyment, to the Comforts in Life, as being 
but little attended to: 1 
2 


; are very dene 
vile and vious Purpoſe may 
be 


© bodily Bleſſings, viz. Health, Eaſe; and 
Strength, do add but little, after long En- 


en > molt, 


a. as. ac. ae. vos. co n+ em fa. ow aA me © ax ef we a —— © AmmH6©. oo = tw. ka => -. me 
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who are herein moſt diſtinguiſhed ? In 
themſelves conſidered, they are invaluable 
Bleſſings ; but thro the Vitiouſneſs, or 
F olly, of thoſe who enjoy them; and, in 
many Caſes, thro their natural Tendency, 

they either turn unhappily, or to little Ac- 
count at fartheſt. To judge rightly of 
Matters, wherein Difficulties ariſe on one 
Side and the other, the various Circum- 
flances attending them muſt be carefully 
examined, as well as the Things them-- 


ſelves, and alſo, be very impartialhy and ju- 


diciouſly weighed, or there will be little 


| Likelihood of ſetting the Balance right; 


and leſs Opportunity of diſcerning the fe- 


veral Degrees in which either End prepon- 


derates. Indeed, our preſent Views are ſo 
contracted and cloudy, that we have little - 
Capacity of judging exactly, or of judging 
berfectiy, of the minuteſt Matter that may 
concern us. And for want of uſing, and 
improving as we might, the Capacities we 
have, re 2 err in our No- 
tions and Determinations concerning moſt 
Things; and rarely diſcern any one Thing 
in as clear and true Light as we are ren- 


dered capable. Heedlefſneſs and Sloth, = 
together with the Prejudices of Education, 


or Intereſt, Fw Formality, 9 £ 
OY, 32 * . 5 4 2 | „ | | 8 


.. 
ten prevent it; eſpecially i in tuck Hanes 
86 oppugn the c Sentiment. Pies. 


But I am not willing Wen ara 
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on the Whole ; that the providential Want 
of an healthful Conſtitution deſerves not 
much to be regretted, when the contrary 
affecting Caſe is wiſely and piouſly im- 
3 of which every afflicted Perſon is 
| Capable; and is not to e excuſed 59-0 

Sg „ 


1 vil add to What kis 3 oblerved, 
that providential 2 of whatever Kind, 
may perhaps be the Effects of d:/?in1917 
1 inſtead of being the 2 
the leaſt Unkindneſs — ght not the 
= iſcerning Eye ive the Danger to 

Health an Baſe would have ex- 
268 afflicted Perſon, had 7h;s Portion 
aſſigned him; and thereupon have 

indulgen 7 revented it, by placing him 
in contrary Circumſtances? or, might not 
the latter, on ſome Account or other have 
been found a more eligible Caſe ? Who can 
take upon him to be a Judge of thele 


Matters? or, to determine in the leaſt con- 


cerning them? Moſt certainly the Ob 5 
. of divine Favour may abſolutely depen 
whatever Circumſtances they are, on ti | 


| 
* 

1 
þ 

; 


dom, and extended Goodneſs, did ad- 
| viſeable: nor is it 
any ane Inſtance, the 

it. This leads me 


| | = _ N | 
—— of it that unerring Wil- 


poſſible to diſcern, in 
leaſt Failure in 
that other general 
Conſideration I pin before, e 


1 obſerved, 


Tunbrr, « That, whatever Grief o or 


_« Concern providential Ailments, or De- 
4 fects, may inevitably occaſion, we have 


« ground to conclude, from the Equity 


| « and Goodneſs of the Supreme Director, 
« they are ien compenſated, one 


« way or another, by a proportioned In- 


| « creaſe of Favour 1 in more deſirable In- 


c A 


repeat it 3 again: chat my pteſent 
3 hath reſpect only to providen- 


5 Ailments ;—to thoſe Maladies alone, of 


whatever kind, that are not to be reme- 


died, or abated, by any Means within our 


Power, of which we might have ſufficient 
Notice. Tis evident and undeniable, that 
Men frequent! y impute to a providential 


Hand the Sufferings and Sorrows they bring 


upon themſelves; or otherwiſe ſuch Portion 


of them, as their Faultineſs, or Folly, may 
have been the Occaſion of. Some Ce. g. 


ncxculabl y add to their * Circum- 
„ 3 ſtances, 


— 
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not neceſſarily, nor naturally, if diſtinctiy 
conſidered. S:ckneſs, e. g. is not in 2tſelf 
he more affecting, or more dolorous, be- 
cauſe undergone in the View of Health; 
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But what Ground or Reaſon can any 
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| „and Cafes, when 
ſet in Oppoſition; have uſually the ſtronget 
Influence on each other's Operations; but 


nor Pain the more pungent, becauſe a Per- 


ſon in perfect Eaſe, or nothing ailing, may 
| ſtand perhaps near it. Every Object, and 


its natural proper Effects, which are always 


uniform, tho differently operating on dif- 
ferent Percipients, The Alteration is oc- 
caſioned by the different Eye, the different 
Manner of perceiving, | or the different 
Imagination, of thoſe who receive Impteſ- 


ſions from it. 


Perſon have, to conceive of himſelf as more 


ſeverely dealt with than his Neighbour, 


becauſe perhaps he may want the Sense, or 
Member, the Health, or Eaſe, which the 


other may enjoy ? or becauſe enduring the 


Pain or Languiſhment, which he may be 
exempted from? Is my own Caſe the more 
afflictive, becauſe my Neighbour. is thought 
Ef IPA | a / 0 


7 
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to be happier ?. Hath his Felicity the leaſt ; 

_ Influence in multiplyi ing om ying my 
diſconſolate Circumſtances any other way 
e Were I 
| aQtuated by Reaſon, I Tejorce at his 
Adv becauſe. a 1 at leaſt 
by Nature, Wb Caſe and I 51 have 
4 joint Concern in; and hereupon ſhould 

ſomewhat ſooth, if not conſiderably _— : 

ate, my own immediate Sufferings. 

increaſe them therefore, or to Py 

Weight the heavier, on ſo uncharitable a 
Ground as this, is not only 2 
f lid. but ren inexcuſable. | 


Further, many afflicted 8 renew 
often to their Minds the Sufferings that are 
700, by recounting them to others, or re- 
volving them ſorrowfully in their on 
Thoughts; and frequently alſo fright 
heirs with ly Phantoms of what 
they are further to endure thro the remain- 
ing — Life; as if their preſent er 
then did ſit too light upon them; and 
| therefore the Weight both th of paſt and I 
fferings muſt be ſenſeleſsly added 
their own Hand, to render it leſs ſup- 
rtable. Reaſon would direct in this other 
iew, to a different Conduct. This would 
teach them, that Evils paſt may adminiſter 
Conſolation, if on no other Account, even 
K 4 bee 


1 
J y are pet. "And to be cher for 
reſent' from thoſe that are to come, 
ng them inevitable, is ſome Ground 
-orhtort too, that they do not as yet ap- 
roach them. "Sficrent to the Day is the 
vil thereof. Moreover, ſome 'of 
their being alleviated, at leaſt in ſome De- 
pree, may adminiſter further Support. 
ow, all ſuch additional Loads of Sorrow 
as Men heap upon themſelves being beſide 
the real Caſe, are out of the Inquiry Tam 
now making: and ſo are all thoſe D | 
of 7nepitable Afffiction, which God hath” 
given us Power to remove, or mitigate: 
and we are certainly thus impowered = 
ſome Degree or other, in every affficti 
Caſe. For, as we ate endowed with — F 
ſon, we are hereby directed, among other 
conducive” wg for Mg exerciſe in 
icular t lowing ſapporting Vir- 
wh which may and 7 10 be exerciſed 
on all Occaſions of this Nature; viz. Fr. 
titude, Patience, and Refignation It may 
be of fome Uſe to touch a little on each of 
theſe, as I am deſirous of improving occa- 
fonal Obſervations, altho not conſiſtent 
with that Conciſeneſs n r vv 
be better e with = 
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I have often willing & reed i in this Diſcourſe, | 
to render it as extenfively wicful as the PTY 


1 


Ad 


abated; whereu 


— 


in Prop ortion 


him? and ſuſtains, with Courage and 


Facies, which raiſe imaginary Terrors in 
puſillanimous Minds, are permi 
manly a- to have any 

Influence. iq n is that noble Part 
Men l — 
_ g 1 its Dictates. 


12 n like manner, the Exerciſe allo of "a 


to, and would prevail on 


fence, will be further ſerviceable. on the 


ſame 4 This Virtue: prevails on 
len tw take on their Bur her 


and quietly: pct e 


I have has led to a in bell, any 8 ; 


appeared to afford me Room. In FRO I n to 
n the ear! , Excuſe. 


is 4 Vows 20 | which Cl Men. 


ſo 8 this noble le Spirit is ſteadily — 
the Force of an Affliction, of whatever 
kind, is bravely ſurmounted, or otherwiſe 
on the Sufferer feels little 
of the Weight that lies upon 


ney, what is actually felt. Nei- 
ther magnifying Fears, nor multiplying. 


d by this 
ures 


x every. afflictive . 1 


ens contentedly 


| less, 


* - 
* 
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tion; and thereby works it the deeper into 
n 

it. 
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: the divine Will, are another excellent An- 
tidote in a trying Caſe, which our Reaſon 
alſo dictates, and would oblige us to apply 
to it, did we rightly attend its Counſels, 
By this I underſtand, a Temper and Beha- 
viour oppoſite to Fretfulneſs, Repining, and 
Murmuring, which are other ſad Ingredi- 
ents that ſtrongly imbitter the Lives of 
many; when unhappily intermixed with 
dolatious — A repining Spirit, 
whatever way afflicted, induſtriouſſy 


placeth 
its. Sufferings and Sorrows in the moſt dg 
conſolate View; and miſerably frights itſelf 
with Phantoms and Ghoſts of its own rai- 
ſing. And then afterwards runs into Mut- 


murs and Complaints at its hard Lot, as if 
none of its fellow Creatures were alike 
unhappy. This is another extremely ſenſe- 
leſs Courſe, by which many — their 
tial Afflictions, and wretchedly en- 
hance the Pain of them. Whereas a re- 
ſigned and ſubmiſſive Diſpoſition, by yield- 
1 8 Res: Wy ing 
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ing gently to the Hand of God, abates the 

Edge of the — ne upon it, and ren- 

ders it abundantly leſs affecting. No 

better Safi can there be againſt the 

ſtrongeſt Battery, than 2. ne or 
a Mount of Feathers. 


Thus may we much alleviate . 
able Evils, by exercifing theſe and the like 
Virtues, as the Reaſon we are endowed 
with would direct and prompt us to, did 
we carefully regard its Dictates. And thoſe 
Meaſures of Affliction which we ſuffer by 
neglecting it, pre be n e on 
ourſelves. | 


as Gn att | 
propoſed, I am willing to allow the Objec 
tions, thet may be ratked under this #idad, 
their utmoſt Force: — 
IT Is — a View as can rea- 
ſonably be fuppc ec us then place be- 
fore our Minds the 5 miſerable * 
to bodily Defects, or Ailments, we can well 
conceive of can pretend to put 
the Balance of ſuch Caſe on a proper Poiſe, 
whereby to make the Trial, unleſs he was 
as well informed of every Favour conferred 
on him, as he imagines he is, of his ex- 
tremely miſerable Circumſtances ben . 
ce fo far diſtingt 
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ſome valuable Privileges, 3 thoſe who 
enjoy the greateſt Advantages, as 
may render his Condition, on the whole, 
A. qually deſirable? Is not the Mind 
of Man 1 moſt conſiderable Part of him? 
and are not the Faculties of this, of far 
eater Account, than the Members, or © 
8 s, or even Health of the Body? And 
not a little overplus Favour in Ny 
Fe theſe, at leaſt balance ſufficiently, - if 
greatly outweigh, whatever = Advantages a % 
n '2 other ? | 120 


Let us ; ſup a Perſon enjoying, on ny 
one Hand, 2 in as great a Meaſure, 


and with as little 8 as any Mor- 
tal was ever favoured with; but having at 
the ſame time, a natural ſtrong Propenlity 
to boiſterous Paſſions; or a Conſtitution 
alike inclining him to vitious Gratifications: 
the Diſadvantage ſurely of this latter Caſe 
muſt be owned to outweigh greatly the 
diſtinguiſhing Privilege of the other. 
And ſuppoſing he is alſo favoured with all 
the Advantages of Beauty, or Comelineſs, 
as well as with the Bleſſing of Health ;— 
with the. niceſt & Proportions in er and 
Features that were ever e ; — but, 
with a Mind uncommonly _ or con- 
tracted, thro! Weakneſs, or want of Judge 
ent. How little n in ſuch a Caſe 


| would 
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would be ſhewn, to thoſe bodily y Advan- 


tages in which he is ſo much diſtinguiſhed? 


Of how ſmall an 1 in Sober 


8 


A0 let us, on the other Hand, conceive 
of ſome other Perſon in even the greateſt 


| Deformity ; but inwardly adorned with a : 


bright and beautiful Underſtanding, and 


with conſequent exalted Principles and 


Diſpoſitions, whereby he directs both his 


Temper and Behaviour in the moſt engag- 


ing manner ; and is ready to be as ſervice- 
able to any of his fellow Creatures as his 
Talents enable him. Who can refiſt 


the ſtrong Attraction of ſuch a noble Cha- 
racter? or refrain eſteeming and loving, to 
a high Degreee, the Perſon it belongs to, 


how unſightly ſoever in outward br 
oma; rut | | 


Further: to put the Caſe i in a yet 2 Wolter 
Light: let us alſo ſuppoſe the deformed 
Body to be ſickly and pained; —it may be, 
extremely languiſhing, and punpently pained: 
but the Mind of ach Perſon fo healthful 
and eaſy, and fo firmly eſtabliſhed in the 
Paths of Virtue, that he bears up like an 
Hero under all his Trials, and balanceth 
the Weight of his bodil Afflictions, by 
the joyous Exultations « a well 

Spirit. 
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5 ben, This cannot be thought a fanciful 
5 entation: 1 * in 1 eminent In- 
lainly evidenced. 


pay py rg 


 ferpoiſe is here What an admirable Inter- 
mixture with his dolorous Ci cumſ 


Were this Caſe and Charadter ſet oppo- 


ſite to another in a contrary Condition; 
to a beautiful Body, but deformed Mind; 
and ſuppoſing ſuch a Body may be alſo 


privileged with a conſtant State of Health, 


and with all the Advantages that may at- 


tend ſuch a State:—but the inward ſuperior 
Part, pining perhaps with Envy ; or burn- 


ing with Luft, to which his Conſtitution 


might prevalently lead him; or foaming 


with Revenge; or tortured with Malice; 


or ſtung with Remorſe; or deeply pierced, 


and dreadfully pained with ſome other in- 
ternal Malady : — In ſucb a View of theſe 

_ contrary Caſes, who is there, of Under- 
ſtanding, but would greatly prefer the fi 


mentioned Condition, to this I have here 


ſuppoſed ? And may we not conclude from 
the Arguments and Conſiderations I have 


before mentioned; that there actually is 


ſome or other ſuch Commixture in Mens 


different Circumſtances ? — ſuch Alloys in 


their Advantages; and ſuch a Counterpoize 
to their Gricfs, ſo far at leaſt as may ſuffi- 


ciently 
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- I Providence may be ſuggeſted on bis Head? 
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Having now offered what I take to be 
y as to this Inſtance ; I ſhall:-pro- | 
ceed to conſider next the Caſe of Mankind, 

in reſpect alſo to the external Goods of 
Life. And, ſince the moſt-remarkable of 
theſe, are Wealth and Honour, I ſhall care 

1 examine it in both thoſe Inſtances. 
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1 The Diſtinctions among Men 
4 with reſpect to Riches, and 
* Poverty, and the uſual Con- 
4 ſequents of theſe, conkidered, 
0 and a 1p N l Ne 


HERE appears, in an civilized 
p Countries, ſo wide a Difference in 
the ne ee Men are placed, a5 
thus alſo confidered, that in mis other 
View, the Allotments of Providence are, 
it may be thought, by no means to be te- 
conciled to a fimilar Treatment of them, 


For ſome, it may be ſaid, are fo wn- 


« derfully indulged in Wealth and Afflu- 
© ence, that they have, in the Pſalmiſt's 
« manner of expreſſing it, even more thin 
Heart could wiſh, Whereupon, they 
are not only incited, but have room to 
« gratify to the utmoſt every animal Ap- 
«c petite, and to fill up every Deſire, how- 
« ever fanciful or extravagant, Whereas, 
a great many others are the miſerable 
_ « Slaves of Indigence and Meanneſs; 
15 Toll th ſcarcely ſufficient, with all the 
Toil ey are cxpable of, to pn the 
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« Neceſſries of Life 80 ug a Diſpro« 
in thoſe external Goods may be 


* 22 bare prop CI this * 


may be replind, 


Fuer, « That Mens erent Cirentn- 
* ſtances in thoſe” external Things, are 
4 very ſeldom to be aſeribed is Providence 

;rhiehlar Tala | 


That there ſhould be in geperal among 


| Men, different Stations, and different ex- 
ternal Circumſtances, was (as hath been 


_ before) a moſt admirable Direction 
of human Affairs; as being needful and 
adv oft a great many Accounts, 
x icky bole Til 
teteſts.. Nor can we conceive ho, the 
Caſe could have been otherwiſe; conlider- 
ing the different Tempers, and the diffe- 
rent Manners of Men, unleſs fore divine 

Interpoſer had prevented it. Thoſe who ' 
conduct themſelves by prudent and virtu- 
ous Meaſures, improve their Opportunities 

of increaſing their Subſtance; by a care» 
ful, induftrions, and frugal Management; 


nerally ſucceed to good Advantage: 
ridence may be ſu to eoncur 
aeg with ſuch proper ethods, when 
* uſed, as "OO of _— 
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which are plain Intimatio ns of the Will of 
God, directing them to apply to, and im- 
prove on this Occafion, Nor can it on the 


Contrary be ex that God ſhould orgj. 
narily interpoſe, to prevent the Succeſs of 
- ſuch faulty Methods, as the Oppreflive and 
Fraudulent, or any cthce wrongfal Agents, 
are wont to practiſe in their Purſuits of 
Gain ; whereby the Circumſtances and 


Stations of Multitudes of People have been 
very much advanced above what 5 
en were. 


„ the out Hand, a great many oi 
E have —_ diminiſhed the Subſtance 


poſſeſſed of, by their, Sloth or 


15 were 
Indolence: and ſome have ſunk into Pe- 
ury and Diſtreſs, by their Pride, or Prodi- 


; their Rioting, or Intemperance ; or 
gle the ſuch we. ac Vices. As there- 


ore the greateſt Part by fr of Men dif 


tent Circumſiances i in 
been owing to; their own Management; 
(which in all Reaſon ſhould be allowed 

Provident in any Caſe of this. 
ature, however. retharkable it may ap- 
Fa All that can juſtly be aſcribed to 


ife, have manifeſtly 


them) there can no 


rovidence, muſt either proceed from the 
nen of Birth, or PRs me % 
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eme e! and 2 WE ee 
in the afte-Courle of Life. 


| A for thole of Birth, F y pro- 

perly be conſidered as the natural Eyent a5 
2 moſt perfect Direction of Things, not 
liable on ary Account to the leaſt Cenſure. 
Nor does it appear = were intended, 
either in favour, or want of Kindneſs, to 
the particular Members of any Family. 
They rather em an undetermined. Lot 
that Falls eventually, thro' the eſtabliſhed 

Laws of Nature, to their ſeveral diſtin» 
puiſhed Portions. But, to allow the 
4 44 eater Strength than can 

reaſonabl manded, . oy us -ſuppoſe. 
ſome Diſtinction between the Rich and. the, 
Poor, providentially intended with a View 
to particular Perſons. On this Suppoſal, 
the imagined . wide Difference may be 

found, if duly examined, to have linie In- fl 
fluence in Reality on, human Happineſs, in — oo 
whatever View we may conſider it; = 'YM 
therefore to lay but a {mall Foundation, if, la: = 
any, for the leaſt, Complaint on his Head. 
Hoey ph, tis 8 t a Mat- 
ter ot mi ment, 11 t out, 5 
in the N e Inſtar 3 N 
ous Circumſtances bot of Wealth. _ M 
Poverty : and I hope to make it evident, _— 
there 8 very + inns 4 in * State, that tends = 

to 
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| to promote o 3 e. 
| of Sr d all its 


ure * What are, 14 Reality, the 
« Advantages, that may rationally be 
1 in the fulleſt Hr of 
Wealth,” * ; 


2 | Thiindead b aer grand Ko whi 
al Mankind, exceptin a 
paratively, have, in oor W L Country, 


and in every Age of the World, profoundly 
paid their Homage, Nor can we wonder 


at this: 3 
8 Ke te ry 


ont of Life, And 2 frequent | 
Baits and Snares attending it, a 

ſtuence even on thoſe Stores. Indeed, affluent 
9 are not in 3 Fa- 
vour 


5 45 149 
e e and a virtuous Diſpoſi- 
tion, 3 make ſome uſeful Improvement 
of them:-—But, what Increaſe of rational 
Comfort, or of any Entertainment becom-- 
iy Men, „„ ro- 


may china, if they are 2 deſtitute of 
the ordinary 
rarely if ever, t 


faultleſs unavoidable Caſe 


e oc any diſtreſſed Mortal. Tis true, the 
ho have a valuable Privilege 
the latter, of improving their Minds in 


uſeful Knowledge ; and thereby of en- 


ent Clin, are rightly improved, 


are a with | 


al Entertainment, 
eir ſocial Utility, when their afflu- 


But, ſuppoſing ſuch a Caſe, what before 


to themleſves in the.F Poſſeſſion of 


S of Life? And this is 


beyond 


ahh been obſerved of flifu Diftinc- © 


| tions, may convince them there is little 
ground to imagine, that even this can turn 
to confiderable Account in promoting their 
real Happineſs. For, if the m Pea- 
fant may as laudably improve his uncults- 
vated Talents, as the Prince may thoſe he 


| has never ſo much advanced by means * 


his f Prix which is 
ee ee 
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rational Comfort. e ke The 
real Value of any Capacity, or of any Ac. 
0 iſition, muſt Bon act judged of by | 
e real Advantage, or the actual Service, it 

turns to . But I need not enlarge on this; 
it being too rarely an Advantage which the 
Wealthy improve, either perſonally, or fo. 
cially, to any conſiderable Purpoſe. 


The other more commonly eſteemed 
Privileges of a plentiful Fortune ; and 
which are generally moſt attended to; are, 
the ſull Gratification of their bodily Appe- 


No Capacity or Power but what is ſome way 
uſefully employed, can deſerve Regard : nor could | 
it otherwiſe give to the Poſſeſſor the leaſt rational 
Satisfaction. A dormant rao while unſervice- 
able, is of no Account ;—is in Reality Nothing ; or 
the ſame as if not enjoyed., It may give Pain to the 
Being endowed with it, if faultily neglected, or no 
way improved; but cannot adminiſter Comfort: 
for Utility alone, reſpecting either the Poſſeſſor him- 
ſelf, or ſome other percipjent Beings, is the Source 
of all rational Comfort derived from any ſuch Pow- 
ers. From whence we may perhaps conclude, that 
even the Supreme Being, might not have had the full 
Enjoyment of his Perfections, had they not been 
beneficially exerciſed; i. e. in forming Creatures capa- 
ble of Happineſs, or of attaining and.enjoying pro- 
per Good; and in making a full Proviſion for the 
actual Attainment and Fruition of it. This Con- 
ſideration, if rightly founded, may be improved to 
n,, + 5:5 


KL 
ht 


tites, 


tites, and the fanciful En 
one kind and another, with which it may 
richly furniſh them. But a wi Poſſeſſor 
can find little ground to value himſelf on 
thoſe Accounts, in whatever Degree he may 
this way be diſtinguiſhed. His Circum- 


n 


= 


tertainments, of 


ſtances indeed have ſet him above the La- 
bours and Cares of the lower Ranks of 


People; and enable him to gratify even 


the fartheſt Cravings of every Senſe and 
Appetite, with every imagined Good. But 
ſurely he would ceaſe to deſerve the Cha- 
racer, ſhould animal Gratifications be thus 
much regarded. Such a one muſt know, 
that the Labours of the Poor turn vaſtly . 


to their Advantage in the important Article 


of Health ; the greateſt Blefling of his 
Life excepting an healthful Mind : and 

alſo, that the want of daily Exerciſe, is 
almoſt as baneful to this as the deadlieſt 
Poiſons are. Eaſe and Indolence, are ra- 


ther therefore a Curſe, than any deſirable 


Good. And as for the ſhowy Entertain- 
ments, of whatever kind; theſe ſcarcely 
deſerve to be at all mentioned. How can 
Wiſdom take proper Delight, either in the 
Cringings of fawning Paraſites ; or in the 
Gape and Admiration of low People? 
Moſt certain it is; that the Grandeur and 
Magnificence of a ſtately Edifice; the 
Richn 1els of its Furniture; the Finery of 
5 Ls. © One” 


the like Gew-gaws; 2 — | 
of rational 8 that | 
elſe but the Vaui 


mo Weight in. his good Example; or 


| Wiſdom and Virtue, hen they. manif 


the e — — 


'of Nen can is u Value 
upon them. M iſdm can find little in thoſe 
Shews to add to its Delights, unless 
are improved to ſome uſefu] Purpoſe, 
Indeed, if they render the Poſſeſſor of 


t Counſels; or, of more extended 


wh Tafluenco in ſorial Serviess, than he m 
otherwiſe have obtained; they may 
turn to. ſome laudable Account: and the 


Conſcionſnefs of this may increaſe his Com- 
fort. But what is there, even in ſuch ſup- | 


. 


ſome other more 


2 


Yrocure ſufficient 


will certainly 


Notice, without the Aﬀiſtance-of Wealth 
and Grandeur ; and will every 


where ob· 
tain ſuch Weight and Deference as any 
2 Aim and W _ = 
Occaſion for. 4 


Ae bree 3 after all 


ghar benen That, as we are 


d d of an animal Part, as well 
muſt 


preſent Feli 


N eee in ſome De- 


5 | "OM. 


* 
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« groe, in a proper Gratification- of oi 
Appetites and Senſes, which God hath 
ided for, by a rich Va- 


« plentifully prov 
4 riet of ſainible delighting Goods: And 
i re not in this View, a very wide 
« Difference between thoſe who are poſ- 
« ſeſſed of the largeſt Portions of em, and 
« ſuchy.as have ſcarce ſufficient to ſu t 
eee bi eee 


5 Fer- That ale i6 bs; ind 
« that ſenſible Enjoyment is a Part of our 
« prefuine, rt ; that 'tis andre wedge 
1. tion of our buman amen 


„ n ae DiſtinQion is derived; (1 1 - 
will here again obſerve.) from the Reaſon 

with which we are endowed; and therefore 
our peculiar and nobleſt Pleaſures are thoſe 
| that are intellectual. The Fruition of ſen- 
fible Good, is, what the animal Creation 
have at leaſt an equal, if not a ſuperior 
Portion with us: and therefore, whatever 
enlarged Share the Rich may enjoy of this, 
beyond the meaneſt among the Poor, they 
can have little ground to g in it, unleſs 
i de imagined a grand Privilege to partake 
of the adde of Beaſts. Admitting 
then the utmoſt in thoſe animal Gratifica- 
_ * * a can _ 
at 


being fo wonderfully privileged? His affluent 


Variety of delicious Food that the Earth 
can furniſh; - He may alſo get it cooked to 
the h'gheſt Reliſh his pampered Palate is 
capable of. But what can there be in all 
this, if he exceeds not the Peaſant in p- 


petite and Taſte, as well as in coſtly Fare? 


' Should the latter find as delighting a Relifh 
in his coarſeſt Food, as he can pretend to in 

his choiceſt Viands; his Coſt and Cookery 
in thoſe rare Dainties, can give no Advan- 
tage that deſerves Regard: One, who muſt 
be owned an unexceptionable Judge in 
this, hath poſitively aſſerted; That the 
full Soul, or the crammed Stomach, even 
katheth the pureſt Honey that drops from 


Z the fineſt Comb: whereas-to an hungry | 
| Soul, or a craving Appetite, even bitter 


Things are ſweet. As the Poor have 
therefore generally a conſiderable Advan- 

tage with reſpect to Appetite, beyond their 
wealthieſt Neighbours ; their coarſeſt Mor- 
ſels, without the pernicious Fooleries of 

Art in Cookery, afford them a-truer and 
higher Gratification, than the others uſually 
obtain. And wherein then (as was above 


obſerved) doth their boaſted Privilege 


conſiſt? What real Foundation can tie 


yealthy Senſualiſts have to vaunt above tha 


1 : 


1 * 


Ge: 1 61 
| Peaſant, n once of human 
ſidered, | | | ; 8 OV a 


" Snconvry, 0 That i 1a Gow | 

« tifications in Food, or Liquor, have ge- 
« nexally, if not always, ſome fatal Effects 
« on the Minds, as well as Bodies of 
« hem? who. hes: — 5 e 
f cc em. by 


And, as 0 1 are daily Glicited, 
by whatever can tempt their A , to 
lus to ſome Excels ; there are but yas 5, 
who ſteadily reject thoſe alluring Baits, 

and eſcape the Poiſon included in them. 
Whereupon it may be obſerved'; that thoſe 
who ſwim. in Plenty are uſually, hurried 
down into Luxury and Riots or, ſuch 
Degrees of Intemperance as impair their 
Conſtitutions, and occaſion various Dileaſes, 

which not only /borten, the Period of Life, 
burt fill the contracted Space ae innume- 

rable painful Maladies. 


Morepver, when in Body. is 1 
with renewed Cramming, S Mind alſo 
ſuffers by the Fumes ariſing from it. 
Theſe naturally ſpread a darkening Cloud 
over all its Faculties; and hereby .much 

 Gilablle it, 1 pot entirely 2 it, 

| om 


deplorable, as well as deſpicable Effects, a 


Importance. 
of it. ' Accordingly ] obferve ; - 


Aly 


1 It ſhoots, up naturally in 
8 n with partieu- 


, 4 48 | 
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Exc, 9 in Bbg, the alt 
notorious. ——In Riots indeed o 


0 14 Mens IntelleFs, many times, are 


not only clouded, but bereft o Keen 
Rn. And hence' enſue ſo many 


are not | eaſily | enumerated. "Wherefore, 
fince Plenty is uſually productive of ſuch 


direful Fruits, it certainly deſerves to be 
the leſs regretted by People in different 


Circumſtances. But I am willing to 
enlarge yet a little farther, on the uſual 
ious Influence of ati affluent State of 


to many, to be well 


at tis 
productive of the following miſ- 
Vices, among others that * 

be mentioned : vice iz. Pride ee and' . 


FE ns: |: ry | , 


Pride in Ry is ſo FRET " 


Vice and ſo many ways pernicious, that 


it deſerves to be diſdained, and even to be 


 abborred; by all who would behave becom- 


Rea er Boings. Tis however · the 
Growth of our preſent 


Life; not only with a View to my preſent 
Argument, but as it is a Matter great 


„ . 3 
| Jr Care provemied. "The Sf of it fg 5 f 
to ſpring from Weakneſs ; or want of Judg- | 
ment: and, being the natural Offspring of 

a Defect. in the Underſtanding, it may be 

obſerved: to take root ſoonęſt; to thrive beſt; A 

nd je grow rand > ho fe 


Affluent Circumſtances —_— 

Manure, and when this is pl 7 cnn. „„ 
upon thin Soll, ( allore Undechand | b 
ing) it cultivates and fattens this ious = 

| Weed, to an, amazing Grawth !. None 

| therefore are fo inſufferably haughty ; fo 3 
extravagantly vain ; and ſo mfolently o ver- 
e „ e uſually are when 

abounding in Yea, Which is 

Ne erin Nikes' and more. to be 

lamented ; it often tinctures the Vie with : 

ſuch a Spice of Vanity, as induceth even 

thoſe, in too many Inſtances, to act beneath' | 

their Character; pr 75 caft a degradin 

Stain upon it. Nor can we wonder 2 

this: een wehe Wins e „ 

t of Wiſdom, to ballaſt ſuf- WE 

boar fo od og rows keg Sy 4 

Be , g 1 
Dons by GR Nee dl 5 — 
vain n — Where this Ballaſt is 
wanting, the Veſſel, at beſt, will heel too 

much if it does not overſet, to fail fately 
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But permit me to enter yet 4 little far. 


tber, into the Nature, the Tendency, and 


very common Effects, of this mean and 


pernicious Vice. — It manifeſtly debaſeth. 
every one in the Degree in which it go- 
verns him. For, it always diſcovers (as 


was above obſerved) a Defect in the Un- 
derſtanding; or a conceited uſe of its Fa- 
culties. Tis founded on wrong Notions 
of Things; „ and operates always wrongly. 0 


To have indeed a juſt Opinion of our 


* Abilities, Auain ments and Merit; 


that 1s, to conceive rigbiiy of ourſelves, and 


our Deſerts, can incur no Blame: for r what- 


ever is r1ght and true, is founded in Na- 
ture, and is agreeable to the Laws of it: 
—can neyer therefore be faulty; but muſt 


in all Caſes be approved of. But whenever 
our Self-Opinions extend beyond Realities; 


that is, beyond the Abilities we are really 
endowed with ; or beyond the-Merit. we 
can juſtly claim; they fo far riſe into vain, 
Conceit': and Conceit is a Bubble, blown up 


amidſt the Froth of Mens groundleſs Ima- 
ee This therefore can never be a. 7 


oundation that -is at all to be truſted 0 


Vet Pride erects even all its Pretenſions to 


particular Deference, on ſo poor a Baſis as 


this. Mere opinionative Worth is this airy. 
F abrick, that hath —— ſolid to * 


t 
* p 


„ 
it —This is the Riſe of this baſe Principle. 


So mean is its Original ! and ſo much doth. 


it t reproach. Mens Underſtangings: this, Way 
And all its Effect, are as deſpicable. 2s 


* g Vice, ſhews a want of Judgment, 


and a wrong Notion of Things. All its 


| Appearances, whether in Countenance, or 

Gait, Geſture, or Deportment, are either 

25 and ridiculous, or inſolent and a * 
All are contrary to the real 


of Things ; or otherwiſe — 
ſenſeleſs Application of them. For there 
cannot be a Foundation for any undeſerved 
or unſuitable — At any Perſon, 
in whatever, Cale, —— Aſſumed Superiority, 
is a Pretenſion to a Claim that hath — 
real Ground; or the Word, in the Senſe 


I here uſe it, would not "PROG: be ap- 
plied. 


Furrber: The ha IL 3 Perſon. 5 
betrays alſo his Weakneſs and Want of 


judgment, in endeavouring to procure 
Reſpect and Deference by ach wrong Me- 
as prevent, or le 


Honour he might otherwiſe have obtained. 
Pragmatical Appearance of whatever kind, 
excite in tho who obſerve them, Con- 

LF) Ridicule, 8 | 


| inferior 


its Original. Every Diſcovery 5 this de- 


n the e ; 


n —— 
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N — — 322 
10 
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its con 


8 0 rere 
| by the other's Fooleries, to diſdain, or elſe 
_ deride him, altho perhaps, 0b/zged to pay 
him outwardly ſome mock Honour : - for 
N 6h tg, 1 
Senſe, to pay real Honour to any, unleſi 


they think tnem deſerving tt. 


| cis pil Vice is as pernicious as ti deſi 
Ie darkens the Mind : diſturbs its 


_. Repoſe : and draws on Men from 


others, ſuch IIl-will, and Hh-treatment; as 


they would not otherwiſe have been expoſed 
Rook. Rong to throw Dirt 


at the Proud; and to ſting them, when 


can, with mortifyin Rebuffs : 11 
. of which; and tek f 


appointments in expected Deference ; WM 


have little Room for Self-Enjoyment, un- 
leis they vainly take Delight in the Cring- 
ing and Flattery of intereſted Dependents; 


and the external Homage — 5 
loweſt Sort of Nane 5 


ive of Conceit and Haughtineſs, 


nag Pofſeſiors ſeldom this way eſcape 
Influence; and, as Pride h 


| neat ws ants * 


And let- it farther, ee: that 


Os, the whole therefore: 29 « Wrath ils 


my Ot  tOHr bj ov ©- My amo 


„ 
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bus been ſhewn above: the Confideration 20 


of theſe Things, may very much alleviate 
the unavoidable Diſcouragements in an op- 
polite State; and may help much to recon- 
cile the Poor to their contrary Lot, if they 
are willing to behave as becomes their Cir- 


cumſtances. 


Further : SECONDLY, © Profuſeneſs is 


© another of thoſe infamous Vices, that 
too frequently attend an over-flowin 8 
« F ortune. 


This other baneful Evil hath — 
preyed on wide Eſtates; and often at laſt 
transferred them, from hereditary Poſſeſ- 
ſors, into the Hands of thoſe whoſe wiſer 
and better Management enabled them to 


make a Purchaſe of em. 


# 


11 muſt however, i in this other Inſtance, 
be orgy, 1 ; that, as there is a Pro- 


Life, and allow 2 only ſuch a 


Meaſure of Expence,” as their Subſtance 
will 1 provided the Rules of Vir- 


tue, and the Precepts of Religion, are no 
way diſregarded. But, ſo many, and ſo 
powerful, are the Enſnarements * ac- 


M : com 


y in all Caſes when Things are well 


5 0 „the Wealthy cannot be blamed, 
they make, only ſuch a Figure in 
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„Vitale of their Eſtates: 


—_— 1 
company an exalted Station, and plentifil 
Circumſtances ; that there are but few, ex- 
cepting the — — ae in 
ee, prodigally profuſe. 

es - be — hg that Ex- Ex 
trayagance and Waſte, have gradually Cot» 
ſumed the accumulated Subſtance of may 
Generations : and then the impoveriſhed 
beſotted Prodigal, is either precipitated into 
violent Courſes to procure a Subſiſtence; or 
' conſtrained to creep to ſome kind Relation 
for the Supports of Charity. will her 
add: and tis lamentable to conſider ; how 
the Poor and Diſtreſſed are inhur 

baniſhed from the Dwellings of tt 
Spendthrifts, when their Tables are croud- 
ed with fawning Parafites, or ſwiniſh 
Bacchanalians, who wretchedly prey on the 
and, that then 
equally inhuman Servants, fattened up 
themſelves with riotous Living, thould 
brutiſhly diſregard the Moans and Teatsof 
— the Gate, whoſe Hearts would 
leap, could they ſhare a little with the 
Dogs, in thoſe rich N that are laviſh- 
ly thrown to them: or, could they be but 
avoured with Part of that Spoil which is 
caſt on the Dunghill, or conſumed int he 
Fire. Such fatal Intoxication is very 


often the Produce of a plentiful Fortune; 


and {fc the dire vets of it in * 


FIS FSS g 8888 


. eg. 
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remarkable View——Wherefore, on this 
— Account, the imagined Privilege of 
the Wealthy, -need not be much- regretted 
by thofe in inferior Stations; nor their 
mean Circumſtances to affect them much; 
as theſe will not allow them to laviſh in like 
manner the Portion God hath * 


1 vin touch all briefly on the riext 
mentioned Inſtance, viz. THI RDT, On  » 
« that Nioting and Exceſ which are com- 

* mon Attendants too on an afflaent For- 
8 tune. | 


2 4 
_— 
8 * . 


8 frong ar are the G of our ani- 
mal and fo violent the 9 
when complied with and indulged ; that 
tis difficult even for Virtue, to ee 
| over them a rational and ſteady Govern- 
ment, when Mens Circumſtances are but "i 
moderate. And when the Poſſeſſion of | — 
every alluring Object, nicely adapted to 5 
every Taſte, does ſtrongly lieg, from 
Day to Day, their. full Gratifications ; as 
is daily the Caſe of thoſe who ſwim in 
Plenty: where is that firm Mind, fo well 
eſtabliſhed by Wiſdom's Counſels, that 
ſteadily preſerves its full Dominion in ſuch 
trying Circumſtances? Too many even of 
b whoſe virtuous Diſpoſitions may have 

'4 . M 2 proved 


e e eee 
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ed in 5 . 8 dal 
in general a ſufficient Sa 
— ain go been overcome b repeated 
Aſſaults; and hurried on at into the 
like Exceſſes that the Vitious wallow in. 
And as for the Tribes of diſſolute Sen- 
ſualiſts, who place their whole Felicity in 
animal Indulgences ; theſe have been the 
Sport of every Solicitation, and captivated 
at Pleaſure by every tempting Riot. 
And, what fi ſmal Scenes of V Malad have 
their Luxury and 1 preſented to 
ohen View !-—befides thoſe concealed Ago- 
nies, both in Mind and Body, which their 
ſottiſh Courſes have wrought in them — 
Multitudes of thoſe Diſſolutes have thus 
 Falloped to the Grave, as if impatient of 


8 continuing to the period Nature intended 


for them: and have alſo filled up the con- 
tracted Space, the latter Part of it, at 
leaſt with Diſeaſes and Tortures, which 


Temperance and Moderation would have 
rendered them Strangers to. And when 


their Eyes, too late, are opened, by the 
— Griefs they are made to feel ;— 
Then, decp Compunction, bitter Remork, 


and all the dire Attendants of an hopeleſs 


State, conclude their beſotted Lives. 
Theſe alſo are the frequent horrible Effect 
ol a plentiful Fortune ! Thrs is too com- 


; monly, the wretched Event of being - 


- a6 el at 99: a... a on ts 9. an Co. . 


OG OO UT CC e 


ISIS A 7 SS IF S A KSS S 8 XT 


— 09 1 
ced amidſt the Snares of an 3 
Eſtate. 


1 do not 3 uggelt that any of 


thoſe Evils are naturally connected with 
affluent Circumſtances; or therefore inſe- 


able irom the higheſt Degree of Wealth. 
Bur, ſuch is the Vanity and vitious Ten- 


dency of our preſent imperfect Beings; and 


ſo many, and ſo ſtrong, are the Enſnare- 
ments attending Riches; that there are but 


few, as is very apparent, who do wholly 


* their nn Influence. 


1 am now willing to fatter myſelf; : 


that what hath been obſerved concerning 


Wealth, may not only be ſufficient, to mo- 
derate our Opinion of this generally ido- 


lzed Good; but to let us ſee, how little 
toes it affords for a Complaint againſt 
rovidence by thoſe in different Circum- 


| ſtances. —But, to render this Part of my 
Argument the more apparent, I think it 


adviſeable, to make alto ſome farther Re- 
marks on the oppoſite Caſe of Poverty. 
For ſome perhaps may ſuggeſt, alter” all 


uk hath been offered : 


6 «© That if it ſhould be admitted, Wealth 
« js not of ſuch Moment to human Fe- 


5 ' licity as is commonly apprehended: and 
M 3 © - ©. ally 


our Eyes on the 
'« View, to be a 


« as thoſe different Circumſtar 
4 he aſcribed to Providence, as 


„ altho' not determina 
e gecafion ſuch Diſtinction in Favour of 


to ſtrengthen the Obſervations wy 


| Phantorns. attending them, may appear 


— by dex judicious Per- 


i 
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& alſo, that it is attended with variou 


* enſnaring Circumſtances, which as gene. 
«- rally prove pernicious: yet, if we caſt 
Caſe of Power. 
„as in thi 
ble and in. 
tc tereſting Privilege: and — bv far 


te ty, nn 


& they may in ſome * . 
they manifeſtly 


« Riches as is not to be accounted for, 


* ſhould we conſider only the ep Life,” a 


ice to obvinw ſuch tions ; and 


made, nas 16 rpg ane 


| SrconDLY, « What AAR > 
+ ſuppoſed in a State — that can 
« give any juſt Occaſion to cenfare divine 


"MW * Allotments, as in this View.“ 725 


Poverty, and  Meanneſs, with all the 


perhaps, in the vain Conceit of thoſe 'who 


. wanton in Wealth and Affluence, like a 


Group of ghaſtly Spectres that — them 
beyond Exp wo bog —- But, when well 


on 


* 


Yr & 


ot te BD Br & TS» 


4 a5 0 & 


: 1 167 ] 
ſons, they 
them in any Degree affrightening, Nor are 


are found to have /nothing in 


there any Circumſtances attending them, 
OE orthes are really a — Af- 
that need to give Uneaſineſs ; and 
much leſs any Anxiety. Such Depths in- 
deed of Indigence as render Men incapa- 


ble of procuring, by regular means, the 


beceſſary Supports of Life, are a wretched 


depreſs even a virtuous Mind. But this, as 
I conceive, is a direful Caſe which Provi- 
dence aligns to no one, unleſs it be ſome 
way deſerved, or faultily at leaſt occaſioned. 
The acknowledged Goodneſs of God ſeems 


perfectly irreconcileable (as hath been 


proved before) with ſuch a 22 un 

merited Lot. It may eventually happen to 
ſome few unhappy Perſons : but, wherever | 
this was found, it could not properly be 
charged as a perſonal Aſſignment to thoſe. 
The bare permitting ſuch etl Events, by 
the Laws of Nature, which are 


admirably contrived for Mens general Good, 
to have their proper Courle, is an obvious 


very different Caſe from a perſonal Direc- 


— of them. This cannot juſtly be charged 
as a real Diſtinction in the divine Treatment. 


And ſhould any extraordinary Inſtance of 


ſuch Miſery, be really the Effect of a pro- 
| vidential Direction, we have ſufficient Rea- 


, mm. ſon 


diſtreſsfu] State, which may ſometimes 
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ſon to conclude, dn ll cher Süsses 
Evils, that a proper Compenſation hath 


been ſome way made them; provided they 
were real Objects of it. But, as I do not 
apprehend my preſent Argument concerned 
in ſuch very f Caſes; the Po- 

verty J am treating of, is ſuppoſed to be 
attended with the Neceſſarzes of Life. And 
what could Men find in boſe Circum- 
ſtances, were -it not for 'their ' Pride; or 
Folly, or faulty Diſpoſitions, that deſerves 


to be much regretted Let the Caſe be 
well examined in the followin 5 moſt mate- 
1 Inſtances; viz. e 1 


n 900 to his Coles the Ne 
46 e 0nomp to: their mean  Habitations: 


6 ir coarſe Fare: and their un. 
« /ght Chat g. 


be to the First ee it hath bi A 
ſhewn : that, in the important Article of 
Health, they generally have, by means of 
their daily Labour, an invaluable Privi- 
lege beyond the higheſt of their Superiors, 
inſtead of being placed in leſs defirable 
Circumſtances. _ And ſhould any in ex- 
alted Stations think meanly of them, on 
account of thoſe low Offices, and the fre- 
quent painful Drudgery to which they are 
, po; they would do well to 3 
„„ - ml 


* 69 1 

that Utility i in Life; is undoubtedly the prin- 
cipal praiſe-worthy Conduct; and there- 
fore | moſt honourable : nd alſo, that 
they owe, under God, their own Affluence 
and Eaſe to the Labours of theſe P 5 
they ſo ungratefully deſpiſe: for theſe con- 
tribute more to the common Stock of Sup- 
port and Entertainment, than moſt of their 
own Number are even capable of doing. 
The laborious Poor commendably employ 
their Time and their Abilities, "thy! the 
common Good of their Species, as well as 
for their own. Whereas thoſe in higher 
Stations too frequently: ſquander their valu- 
able Moments in trifling Amuſements, or 
fottiſh Indolence, if not in more —— | 
vitious Gratifications, —— The ima 
| Meanneſs of Labour can degrade no — 
provided it turn to ſome uſeful eee. : 
nor, can the /owe/t Office in Life appear 
deſpicable in any other Eye, than what 
Pride or Ignorance have ſtrangely ob- 
ſcured. Let us alſo touch a little, | 


| -SncbnvLy; « on this Cottages of the 

« Poor; and on the cheap and mean; 
* Utenſils wherewith, they are — 
e but ns ſupplied. i 


And, to ſet theſe Giroiinimiiat in . 
frovgeſt View, let us confider them as 
compared 


5 E and the richeſt Furniture which 


. Dwelling, betwixt the moſt mag 
— of the higheſt — age with all 


( 
3 Wich che lofty, Palaces of de 


cality, in Bon thus 


„„ the mighty 


of a 
nificent 


ä 


pous Furniture; and the meaneſt 


habitable Hut, with only neceſſary Mate- 
trials, however coarſe or few, to ſu ly 


their daily Occaſions ? The Grandeur. 

Edifice can contribute ———— 
cation of its Inhabitant, either in eating 
or {leeping : nor will the moſt ſplendid 
1 Yr the richeſt and moſt com- 
modious Utenſils, be of greater Advantage, 
in rational Entertainment to a rightly | 
Ae Lid. than the Magn winrar the 


| Palace. Food and Liquor preſerve their Re- 


liſh as well in the coarſeſt Veſſels of Earth 


or Wood, if clean and wholſome; as in | 
* thoſe of the richeſt Metal, however formed 

and embelliſhed. Nor, is a Bed of Down, 
with all its ſurrounding Pomp, of greater 

Service to the End of Sleeping; than a 


Neſt of Straw to one that reſts as ſweetly 


on this, as the Monarch can ſumber on the 
| other. The humble healthful Cottager 
needs nothing that is /bowy, to obtain to as 
good Advaniuge the Gratification of his 


* 


U e dee eee 
And the ratzonal Ends to be propoſed in a 
Dꝛuelling, may certainly be reduced to a 


very ſmall Number. What only ſerves to 


17 the whole, the Diſtinction as 
appears between the Rich and the Poor, in 
reſpect to Habitation, can afford as little 
ind for an Objection againſt Provi- 
dence, T0 I 


. 


There can be little Occaſion to add ky 
thing here concerning the . Food of the 
Poor; having, as I conceive, ſufficiently 
obviated whatever may be objected un- 
der this Head. However, a the Sen- 
ſaaliſts ce a great Part Happineſs 
in Mi lacs. gran: this kind; and as too 
many others, who may not deſerve this in- 
famous Character, do reſt too much 2 


39 
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this low Diſtinction, it may not be impro- 
per to remind both theſe forts of Perſons : 
that the coarſeſt Morſel is always delicious 

to a craving Stomach ; whereas, the richeſt 
Dainties are taſteleſs to one that is daily 
crammed with them. Nor can the un- 
natural Guſt which Sauce and Cookery, 
may force upon the Palate, in any Degree 
compare, with that exquiſite Reliſh of even 
the meaneſt Fare which the Keenneſs of 
Hunger produceth, Ls ko Nag. 


— As therefore the Poor, in this grand 
Point, have generally the Advantage thro' 
the Circumſtances of their Caſe; there can 
certainly be little ground for an Objection 
againſt Providence as thus conſidered.— 
But tis needleſs to enlarge on this. 


Let us now briefly reflect, THIRDLY, 
© On that other wonderful Diſtinction in 
+ * the Article of Cloathing.” Rt 


„ And oh! What a ſhocking unſightly 
&« Figure doth the ragged Peaſant make, in 

= e the Eye of a flaunting gaudy Simpleton ! 
How uncouth is his Covering ! and how 

e "coarſe, if not tattered, do all his Gar- 
„ ,,, FR TN 


— 
be” 4 „ 5 
* 
- , 
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But, let thoſe who are thus affected at 
hy Meanneſs of this Figure, conſider a 
little calmly ; what may be thoſe valuable 
Ends of Cloathing, which contribute any 
way to Mens rational Comfort; and "twill 


ſoon appear, on a little Inquiry, they may 


as well be anſwered by the cheapeſt Ap- 
parel, however unſhapely; as, by the coſt- 
 lieſt Attire, in the moſ faſhion able Man- | 
mer prepared. Even a patched Garment 
of the coarſeſt Wool, may ſecure as kindly 
Warmth, and as good a Shelter, as the 
richeſt embroidered Robe, of whatever Mate- 
rials compoſed, Indeed the Glare and 
Gaudry of the latter, may be of ſome Ad- 
vantage to the Wearer, in procuring the 
greater Deference from weak and injudici- 
ous People: but, ſhould, a low Under- 
ſtanding be known to be encaſed in a Body 
decked with the ſtatelieſt Apparel, c ; 
Perſon will be pitied, inſtead if being ad- 
mired, with all his coſtly Finery : when 
another perhaps in Rags, if manifeſtly en- 
dowed with ſuperior Abilities, will be more 
eſteemed and honoured by thoſe who per- 
ceive the internal Difference. — The Mind 
of a Man, which is the principal Standard 
of his real Worth, wants little Aſſiſtance 

from bodily Ornaments, to procure a due 
Regard from thoſe whoſe Efteem is de- 
| ſervin 8 Notice. 


Ri 2 


upon him. may 


as much lifted on the coarſeſt Apparel, 
if fancying himſelf fine in reſpect to thoſe 


im; as a Monarch may, if of the 
like Size of Underſtanding, on the richeſt 


quiries, were not theſe trifling Things ſo 

much accounted of by a vain injudicious 
World. Could Men get above the Influ- 
ence of Pride and Vanity; and regard 
chiefly, as might reaſonably be expected, 

intellectual Entertainments; they might 
ſoon find, manlile Enjoyment which is 


' that alone deſerving Regard, may cer- 


tainly be obtained in a h Condition, as 
well as in a higher: yea, conſidering the 
Enſnarements, which uſually accompany 
exalted Fortunes, (I am well perſuaded) 

abundantly ſooner. - Whereupon the greateſt 
Sy even the heathen World, _ well 


as of the Chriſtian, have caſt ſuch Con- 


tempt on the Blandiſhments of Wealth, as 
1 „ 


1278 1 1 
to hav chan d, te em 
Poverty. | 


8 2 i hath plainly 
hope appeared; that even ani mal Gratifi- 
cations, — theſe be accounted a mighty. 
Privilege, may be as well obtained in the 
lower Stations of Life, as in the higheſt : 

and as, all the other Entertainments of 
Senſe, beſide what are fanc;ful, (as all 
the ſhouy kinds undeniably are) do cer- 
tainly lie in common among the ſeveral 
Ranks of Men: and, as the ſame may be 

atirmed of intellectual Capacities, which 
are the Fountain and Ground of all un. 
njoyment: If all theſe Obſerva- 


lle En 
rightly founded; (as they appear 


tions are 
ta me to be) Wherein then can the won 
derſul Difference lie, betwixt the Rich and 


the Poor, in ether of thoſe Views . 


Wealth indeed may be ſerviceable to im- 
prove Mens Capacities, (as hath been noted 
beſore;) and thereby to increaſe their in- 
tellectual Entertainments, and their focial 
Ukfulneſs ; but the want of fach Im- 
provement, can neither be a Crime, not 
any way prove unhappy, to thoſe who are 
proui dentialy deharred the Privilege. The 
natural Stock of the Poor may turn to as 
good Account, yea, generally ny 7 Z 


8 [176] T 
better, ** the greateſt Cultivations are 
ordin aril found to do, to thoſe in plentiful 
Cj CES. 


"4 It may here be farther remembered, 
that when Wealth falls to the Share of 
weak, or of 1 diſpoſed People, it 
turneth moſt unha In the it Sort it 
makes a moſt unſi — Mixture; and ren- 
ders the Poſſeſſors of it more conſpicuons 
Objects of Contempt, or Ridicule, than 
they would have appeared in a lower Sta- 
met the other View, it daily _— 
and pampers Mens irregular Appetites, and 
may aches way for — . Dif- 
coveries of them. But, when Poverty and 

Folly meet together; or, when Indigence 
and Vitiouſneſs ; the one is much con- 
| cealed by it; and the other erer 
ſtrained. ; 


I might point, were it | at 5 


great many other Inſtances, wherein the 


Odds, if any, doth plainly turn on the Side 

_ Poverty; eſpecially conſidering, how 
few there are who make any Advan- 

: — of Wealth; and, what vaſt Numbets 

are ruined by it. But what already hath 

been obſerved may anſwer, I would hope, 

* — Purpoſe.—— 1 would ae 

c 


. I 
take Liberty, to conclude alſo under 7hzs 


Article ; that there is, in Reality, as little 


room to raiſe Objections againſt Provi- 
dence, on account of Mens different Cir- 
cumſtances as to Wealth and Poverty, as in 
either of the Inſtances before conſidered ; 
for whatever Difference may be between 


one and another, in reſpect to theſe Things, 
there ſeems little Ground to impute it to a 


providential perſonal Aſſignment with re- 
gard to either; ſince tis generally owing, 


as is exceeding manifeſt, either entirely to 


the eventual Courſe of Things, without 


any appearing diſtin Regard to particular 


| Perſons, in a way of Indulgence to ſome; 
or, thro' a want of Kindneſs to others: 


or elſe it may be aſcribed -to Mens own 
Conduct, in increaſing, or diminiſhing, the 


Subſtance they firſt poſſeſſed. And as for 
thoſe Diſtinctions that may more plainly be 
concluded a perſonal Aſſignment ; theſe ap- 
pear, even as thus conſidered, to add fo 


little on the one Hand, to our proper Fe- 


licity ; and to have, on the other, ſo little 
Influence in occaſioning a Diminution of 
it; that they are ſcarcely deſerving Notice. 
But admitting there may be ſome few ex- 
traordinary Inſtances, which may afford 


ſome ground for Objections this way; the 


unbiaſed Equity of the common Parent 
will lead us, in ſuch Caſes, to conclude ; 
5 that 


— cena — 
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that one way or —_— they are fi 
ently compenſated, tho 96] 

= that the Balance, u whe 
may be fitly poiſed. To owe tie contr 
is what no Perſon of Underſtanding wi 

I believe, attempt. What hath therefore 
been obſerved under this Head, may ſuffice, 
as would I flatter myſelf, to ebe the 
Argument I have undertaken, as it relates to 
_ theſe Things. But ſhould any one defire 
yet farther Satisfaction, I would hope he 
may find it under the Article of Honour, 
which is next to be conſidered. fea 


1 


CHAP. 


— 


CHAP. x. 


« The Caſe of Mankind excl: 
ES with reſpect to Honour. - 


F O07 in particular, is fo ans 
a Good ; and hath ſuch wonderful 
Influence on human Minds, that we plainly 
diſcover an extraordinary Fondneſs for it, 
from the firſt Dawn of Reaſon, to our 
lateſt Proſpects in Life, There have how- 
ever heen ſotne, ſo ſuprizingly ſottiſh, as to 
have ſunk below the Influence of this noble | 

manly Principle. I thus term it; becauſe 
it leads Men, when rightly founded, and 
rightly operating, to digniſy their Nature by 
a truly rational and praiſe-worthy Conduct. 
But thoſe who diſregard this generally ad- 
mired Good ; and eſpecially, who deſpiſe 
deſerved Reproach, and 3 * 
themſelves in any villainous, or brutal 
Practices, may juſtly be accounted the 
Scum of Humanity; yea, as a Sort of 
Monſters among our Species; and there- 
fore not worthy any farther Notice. 


The Bulk of Mankind, in every Rank, 
are naturally ſo ſtrongly led to the Prof- 
pects of Honour; (that is, of obtaining in 

their reſpective Stations, ſome diſtinguiſhing.” 

| N 2 W ) 
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Regard; Ti all their Aims, and all theie 
Attainments, rej ſpectin g this Life, ſeem 
chiefly to center in his. Mens Value even 
for Wealth, is raiſed on a View of obtain- 
ing by means of it, the more reſpectful 
Deference from the World. To what 
other Purpoſe do they uſually turn the 
Magnificence of Houſes? the Sumptuouſ- 
neſs of Furniture? the Gaudery of Attire? 
the Parade of Equipage ? or, even the 
Luxury and Riots in which they fo often 
glory? 1 believe, I may affirm, that every 
external 1 it enables any to 
put on, is chiefly intended to obtain this 
3 highly admired Good: yea, all eſ- 
teemed Piſtinctions among Men, whether 
perſonal or external, are principally rated, 
mn Proportion to their Tendency to procure 
the World's Regards; and all the Diſplays 
thut are uſually made of them, do mainly 
center in the ſame. Wherefore ſuch as 
are thought to be herein moſt indulged by 
providential Kindnefs, are generally ac- 
counted the ſpecial Favourites of Heaven. 
— Whereas thoſe who are placed in ſuch 
mean Stations, and indigent Circumſtances, 
as cauſe them to be overlooked and lighted 
by the World, are imagined to be effitute 
of the moſt eftcemed Good in Life. 


Had 


0 1611 
Had theſe common Sentiments any real 
Foundation, there would herein alſo ap- 
pear a moſt ſurpriſing Inequality in Divine 
Allotments, ſo far as it might be attributed 
to a providential Direction of Things. But 
J hope to make it evident, there is as little 
ground for any Objection on this Head, as 
in either of the Inſtances already examined. 
In proceeding therefore on this Part of my 
Inquiry, I ſhall endeavour to repreſent the 
true Notion of Honour: and conſider on 
what ground it is uſually paid to any one. 
And afterward ſhew ; in what reſpect, and 
how far, this highly eſteemed Good doth 
properly conduce to human Felicity ; and 
What Diſtinction it really makes in it. 


As to the Firſt of theſe carol Things: 
5 HoxovuR, conſidered in general, conſiſts, 
% (as was intimated above) in the Reſpect 
or Deference that is paid to any one, on 
* account of ſome Excellency, either na- 
< tural, or acquired, wherein he is appre- 
„ hended to be 4; Wingate among our 
bis Species.” 

I do thus expreſs it; becauſe nothing 
that 1 is common, however valuable in itſelf, 
is a proper ground of Honour. Even our 
Reaſon, altho fo noble and uſeful a Capa- 
city; ; and exalting Men ſo high above the 

| N 3 | Animal 
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Animal Creation; makes no Diſtinction in 
our Species, unleſs poſſeſſed, or improved, 


in ſome diftinguiſhing Meaſure: confidered 
in general, tis a common Privilege. The 
fame may be obſerved, with reſpect to 
any en zaging Diſpoſitions ; ce 
Actions; or laudable en of 
rw” kind. 


© And let it farther be 1 that 
the obſerved Eminency, or the eſteemed 
Excellencies, which are the ground of Ho- 
nour; are, cither natural, or acquired. And 
each of theſe may be farther diſtinguiſhed 
into bodily, intellectual, and external: for 
on each of thoſe Accounts is Honour com- 

monly. paid to Men. It ma be of uſe to 
cConſider theſe Things diſtinctly; and there- 

fore I hope to be > ul ed i 4 it; altho it 
may ja me into foch Entargement as 
may appear to ſome difagreeable. 


ON ended by natura! Advantages, 
thoſe that are the Fruits of Birth, whether 
perſonal, or external. Acquired Diſtinc- 

tions; which are thoſe only (as will be 
ſhewn hereafter) that can lay a Founda- 
tion for rational Deference, and therefore 
for rational Comfort to the Perſons who 
obtain it, may be found to ariſe from a 
laudable wb, ra or aer 5 
Val» 


To. 7 
Advantages above pointed at; and not 
merely from being poſſeſſed of them. The 
moſt valuable of acqurred Diſtinctions, are 
thoſe that are intellectual. And theſe chiefly 
ariſe from a laudable Improvement of our 
' Capacities for Knowlege ; either in a way of 

Literature; or of ſome ſerviceable Art; or 
ſocial. Office: or otherwiſe, (which is more 
_ worthy of Eſteem) from cultivating and 
exerting beneficent Diſpofitions, and virtuous 


External acquired Diſtinctions that re- 
commend to Honour, are uſually obtained 
by a proper Exerciſe of intellectual and 
bodily Capacities: namely, an Increaſe of 
Subſtance ; Advancement in Station, Of- 
fice, Sc. I may add; and in gaining to 
ſome Advantage, a prevailing Influence 
over the Tempers and Conduct of others. 


I have thought it adviſable to point out 

_ thoſe Particulars, in diſtinguiſhing on the 

Grounds of Honour, in order to obtain a 
more clear and diſtin View of what is 

generally underſtood by it; and to prepare 
the way the better for what will farther be 
. obſerved under this Head, in Support of 
my main Argument.—Let us now conſider 
A " ; | 2 


2 
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- SeconDLY, Which way Honour con- 
* duceth to human Felicity: and what 
6: Diſtinction it FOR be 1 1595 to males 
7 in it. 1 


And hete I would firſt 1 that as 
| Honour is generally accounted our princi- 
pal external Good; and is accordingly 
more commonly and more earneſtly pur- 
ſued, than any other; tis that wherein 
: Men do moſt enjoy themſelves as rational 
Beings. As we are indeed compounded of 
an animal Nature as well as rational, we 


ere frequently delighted in ſen/ible Gratifi- 


cations, as well as in Entertainments that 
immediately affect our Minds. But no 
Perſon of Underſtanding can be fu ppoſed 
to account his animal Gratifications, as the 
principal ground of his proper F elicity. 


But which way, it may be aſked, 


„„ doth Honour: conduce to human Feli- 


city? The beſt Account I can give of 
it is this. — It encourageth and feeds that 

pleaſing Opinion we naturally entertain of 
ourſelves, and our Conduct; or, in one 
Word, of our own Merit : wad from this 
if rightly founded, ariſeth, as I conceive, the 
trueſt and higheſt Enjoyment of our pre- 

ſent Bein ng, conſidered as rational Creatur + 


I 
Il fay, which we are naturally 1 to 
entertain = our ſelves, and our Condutt : for 
this is a Principle which the Author of our 
Natures ſeems to have inſerted in us from 
the kindeſt Views. It is not only needful 
to incite us to act worthy of the Reaſon we 


are endowed with; (on doing which our 


proper Happineſs. depends) but, hath the 
ſtrongeſt Influence this way, of any In- 
ducement of this Life that we — 
mect with. Wherefore, when any Perſons 
| have caſt off all Regard to their own Me- 
rit, they wholly give themſelves up to an 
Animal Conduct, and fink among. the 
Beaſts. . But thoſe, on the other Fland, 
'who are moſt influenced by this laudable 
Principle, are hereby led to be moſt care- 
ful of behaving as they ought ; i. e. to de- 
mean themſelves becoming their rational 
Nature, and their State of Being, in a due 
Regard to the Author of both. Whereupon 
they obtain to beſt Advantage the Happi- 
* nels they are rendered capable of. For, as 
may be here remembered, 'tis, in the v 
Nature of Things, impoſſible to be happy 
any other way, than by a proper Exerciſe 
of our Capacities for Happineſs; ſince our 
Powers of taſting Good, and the reſpective 
Goods eee for us, are ſo admirably 
* to each nd that neither of them 
5 1 


ö eren 


be accounted the immediate prime Fountain 


_ -- 
other way attain his proper Felicity, (that 


is, what becomes him as fach,) than, by a 
regular or right Exerciſe of his rational 
| Powers on Goods correſponding with them. 


But to return to what J firſt obſerved. 
The Attainment of Honour, is, as I con- 


ceive, inftrumental to our Happineſs, as it 


countenanceth and feeds our natural fond 
Opinion of ourſelves and our Conduct. 
For Self-Pleaſedneſs may be found the in- 
mediate principal Foundation of moſt, if 
not of all, our intellectual Pleaſures : per- 
haps, may alſo ultimately be the Ground of 


all that are properly ſuch. Moſt certain it 
is; we are delighted as rational Crea- 


tures, when we moſt approve of our own 
Conduct. And, the Reaſon I take to be, 
— becauſe we are then beft pleaſed with 
ourſelves. Every other intellectual Enter- 

tainment doth ſeem to center at laſt in il. 
Whereupon Self-Pleaſedneſs, may I think 


of our preſent Felicity: I may venture per- 


haps to add; and, of our future too. 


The contrary to this, is undeniably the | 


* 


— 


1 
nothing can affect a Man ſo much, eier 
with Pain, or Pleaſure, as what ariſeth 
from himſelf: I mean, from the W 
of his own Mind. As for - bodily Pains 
and Pleaſures; theſe are light and incon- 
ſiderable, in compariſon of thoſe which 
immediately affect the Spirit. The latter 
are adapted to the Conſtitution of the Soul; 
and cloſely impreſs it with their proper In- 
| fluence; as there is no Medium to inter- 
cept, or diminiſh it. Whereas all Impref- 
fions from without, and thoſe alfo that are 
bodily, affect only at ſecond Hand, as F 
cahuſe to expreſs it: nor can they poſſibly 
reach the Soul's perceptive Powers, in like 
Manner, or in the ſame Degree, as thoſe 
which proceed from its own Operations. 
When a Perſon, on any Occaſion, 1s ſet 
againſt himſelf, he will work his Reſent- 
ment more cloſely and keenly, than an 
external Enemy is capable of doing. Nor 
is this to be wondered at; ſince there is 
always ſome room to obtain Shelter againſt 
a foreign Foe ;—either ſome Protection, or 
_ otherwiſe ſome Support: but 4vhere can & 
Man flee from the Purſuits of his won Spirit? 
or what Protection can he get againſt the 
piercing Arrows of his own exaſperated 
Soul? or what Rehef, under the dread- 
| ful n fuch ghaſtly. Wounds create 


him? 


F 
? 
F 
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him ?—In this moſt deſperate Caſe, he is 
compelled to ſtand fair, as an open and 
eaſy Mark: and to drench in all the Ve- 
nom which every Dart is attended with. 


. No other Refuge can he find; no other 


Remedy can he obtain; than by ſinking 


below his Being! this direful only Reſort |! 


if this may be effected: no other 


Refuge, or Remedy; than by ſtupifying 


his Mind with ſome ſottiſh Intoxications, 
which may perhaps afford him ſome little 
momentary Reſpite. But which way can 


even this be pollibiy obtained in an wn- 
embodied State ? when the Soul is ſet free 


from whatever may clog its Operations, 
or cloud its Faculties? when it will have 
full Power to vent, as I may ſpeak, its 


- utmoſt Rage, in all the piercing RefloA i- 


ons of which it is rendered capable. 


'F: have made this 1 ith a 


- View.to the dzreful Cale of thoſe wretched 


Mortals who are herein concerned ; as 
hoping it may incite ſome of them, ſhould 


this fall into ſuch Hands, to take ſome due 


Care to live in Peace with their own 
Minds; ſince 'tis manifeſtly impoſſible they 
can otherwiſe obtain any manlike Enjoy- 


ment of their preſent Exiſtence, ſhould they 
Iock no farther, in whatever Circumſtances 


| * 


: 
| 
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| 
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? „ 1 
they may be placed: or yet to eſcape, if 
_ thoughtful, the moſt penetrating Evils of 


Life #——But I return to what I was 
aiming at.— POOR ee Tn 


As we cannot conceive of a State of 
greater Miſery, than to lie expoſed to the 


fevereſt Rebukes of our own Minds; or, | 


in other Words, than to be enraged againſt 


ourſelves: ſo, is there not found on the 


other 'Hand, a more defirable Source of 
Pleaſure, than is that which reſults from 
the well-grounded Conſciouſneſs of our own, 
Merit; that is, (as was intimated 1 5 
of our behaving agreeably to our ration 


Nature, and the Things reſpecting us; 


whereby we fulfil the Creator's Will in a 

right Improvement of his Favours. This, 
I conceive, is the only right way in which 
all our laudable Diſpoſitions, Attainments, 
and Actions, adminiſter to our Happinels. 


In a Word, they all ſeem to center in Se 
Approbation, and conſequent Self-Pleaſed- 


* would hope I may be excuſed in ſuch practical 

Excurſions as my Argument hath led me to; ſince 
my principal Aim in this Attempt, was, to render 
it of ſome Service to Mens Conduct in Life: for, 
whatever Entertainment it may afford in Specula- 
tion, if no way conducive to beneficial Practice, it 
would fignify but little, or be ſcarcely deſerving 


Notice. 


\ / 5 | * | 
| meſs; 
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neſs; and Self-Approbation ariſeth from a 
rt ting Conſciouſneſs of having behaved 
well. From whence alſo it — be in- 
ferred: that no Perſon can rationally enjoy 
3 in a n Conduct. 


0. perhaps i may be ſaid: © That, 41. 

« lowing Self- Approbation, and conſequent 
4 Self-Pleaſedne „to be the immediate 
principal Fountain of our preſent Felici- | 
« ty; it is not however, the only Source of 
te it conſidering ourſelves as Rationals: for, 
« a mere ſocial Diſpofition, as it leads us to 
* take Pleaſure 1n our fellow Creatures 

* Good, altho' no way inſtrumental in it, 
« doth alſo much contribute to our yore: 
hes ſonal Harpen Ns | 


To this I a —That mere ata 
Diſpoſitions, are no other than natural 
incts: and whatever Pleaſure reſults from 
Inſtinct, is as evidently animal Pleaſures, 
as is that which is merely ſen/;ble. As for 
rational Satisfaction, if we have any ſuch 
in the Knowledge of another's Happineſs; 
this muſt proceed from rational Benevo- 


Lene; that is, from a Principle of Good- 


Will that is cheriſhed and improved: other- 
wiſe, even this Principle, altho the nobleſt 
that is inſerted in our Nature, cannot pro- 
per y be virtuous; or therefore be the 

* 
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ound of any perſonal Merit, or of any 
Fon that is properly rational. But | 
che cultivating and exerting this amiable 
Principle, or any other uſeful one, is a 
rational commendable Act, which lays a 
good Foundation for Self-Eſteem, and 
_ conſequent rational Comfort. Indeed all 
the Pleaſures we enjoy as rational Beings, 
muſt one way or another, reſult (as was 
intimated above) from the Exerciſe of Rea- 
fon : and Reaſon can be exerciſed. no other 
way commendably, than in Acts that are 
agreeable to the Nature and Reaſons of 
T hin gs or, in revolving ſuch Acts. 


But, if this way of renn be thought | 
too intricate to confirm the Argument here 
intended ; viz. That the Honour we re- 
ceive from others conduceth to our Hap- 

pineſs, by countenancing and feeding our 
good Opinion of ourſelves; I ſhall endea- 
vour to repreſent it in another View: as 
thus: — Let it alſo be conſidered; that 
when we receive Honour from. another, 
2 17 ſuch unterer as L — 
et no Value upon; or ſuppoſed 

Advantages . we 2 we are not 
poſſeſſed of; ſuch Honour as this, tho it 

| may humour a little our Vanity, can afford 
4 no rational Combant, ; becauſe it neither 
15 . 


„ 
heightens nor countenanceth Se- Eſteem. 
It rather occaſions Pain in ſenſible Minds, 
as it tacitly upbraids us with the want of 
thoſe Advantages we are ſuppoſed to be 
poſſeſſed of; or at leaſt induceth us to re- 


flect the ſooner on our on Deficiency ; 


and fo dimniſheth Self-Eſteem, inſtead of 
heig:itening it. It hath certainly a Ten- 
dency to work in this manner upon Per- 
ſons of Underſtanding, how little ſoever it 
may aff:& the Weak and Vain-glorious. 


Let us ſuppoſe a Man applauded as a 
noble Patriot, who is conſcious at the ſame 
time, he is either a Traytor to his Coun- 
try's Intereſts ; or elſe has been influenced 
only by ſelfiſh and baſe Ends, in whatever 
Zeal he may have ſhewn in its Concerns: 
In ſuch a ſuppoſed Caſe, the Peoples miſ- 
taken Honours muſt ſting him, one would 
think, with inward keen Reproaches for 
the Treachery he is conſcious of, inſtead 
of giving him the Pleaſure which a real 
Patriot would obtain. Surely, if he be 


not ſunk below the Intereſt of Reaſon, 


their loud Acclamations to his Praiſe, muſt 
fill him with Confuſion ; as well knowing 
he is deferving their Contempt, if not their 


Abhorrence. 


by" 


e 


_ > OE 


In like manner we may coticlide; that 
eee Appearance of e Reſet th. 


earted ſecret Enemy, who knows he is 


| A e what he is taken to be by 
tlie delude 


and the Fruits of his Favour, | 


Honotits of whatever kind, I mean, fach 
as the Perſons they may be paid to, know 


to be -undeſerved, can adminiſter #atio- - 


nul Comfort, if they may not occafion 
Pain: for the very ground of taking Plea- 
fure itt them; is in ſuch Caſe wanting. 


They can no way encourage Self-Efteem ; 


ſince they are no Evidences to ſucb of any 


perſonal Merit. They rather mind them 


of their Defecir, or, of a contrary crir 


#, BIR, b; , _ 0 ; 5 | b ö ; 5 * 7. 
It being then undeniable, that growndleſs 


Honouts ate fo far from giving Pleaſure, 


fo thoſe who know they are groundleſs, 
y rather occafion Pain; we may 


that 
I think from hence infer, that when Ho- 
nour furniſheth Delight, (I mean fuch 
Delight as is rational) it is uſually, if not 
always effected, by cherithing Mens per. 


Perſon, Who daily perhaps 


2 k 
ſing Opinion of their perſonal Merit; this 
being the immediate prime Fountain of all 
our intellectual Pleaſures. 15 


Let this ſuffice in pointing out the man- 
ner in which Honour is inſtrumental to 
human Felicity. And therefore I ſhall 


= 


now proceed to conſider, 


- SECONDLY, © What Diſtinction it may 
« make in it between Man and Man,” 


And here we may find, if we carefully 
examine it, That the Honour which is 
« worthy Regard, is, what the meaneſt 
« Peaſant may deſerve, if not obtain, as 
much as the higheſt Potentate.” And 
the bare Conſciouſneſs of deſerving Ho- 
nour, may lay as good Foundation for the 
Pleaſures of this fort, when it is not actu- 
ally obtained, as if it were. For, the re- 
ceiving Honour from even the belt Judge. 
of real Merit, can add (as hath been 
ſhewn) no other way to Mens rational 
Comfort, than by encouraging and con- 
firming a pleaſing Opinion of their having 
deſerved it; or, of their being diſtinguiſhed 
by Attainments or Actions that are ac- 
counted laudable ; this being (as was ob- 
ſerved above) the immediate principal 
3 Es ground 


* 


\ 
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pond of our Self- Enjoyment. Now, 


ppoſing we are as fully perſuaded of our 
real Merit, without tlie confirming Teſti- 
mony of others, as we might be, had we 
obtained ſuch Teſtimony ; thx may the 
Pleaſure which reſults from this Per- 
ſuaſion, be the ſame in one Caſe, as tis 
found in the other. Nor is this an idle 
groundleſs Suppoſition, but ſuch as may 
be well admitted. Tis true, a Perſon 
may be capacitated for more enlarged Uſe- 


fulneſs, by obtaining from the World the 


Honour he may deſerve; and this way 
may enlarge his own Felicity, if improu- 
ing ſuch Advantage. But, when our not 
being as ſerviceable as our 2 108 ena- 


ble us, and as we ardently deſire to be, 


cannot be charged as our Fault; the Dif- 


ofition alone, when cheriſhed, is as ſolid a 


12 oundation for -c Eſteem, and for 
conſequent Self- Pleaſedneſs, as our actual 
moſt enlarged Uſefulneſs would have been. 


However, as this Article of Honour, is of 


ſpecial Conſideration in the Argument I 
have undertaken ; and as it therefore de- 
ſerves to be particularly attended to; I 
2 I may be allowed to expatiate a 
ittle farther, in endeavouring to illuſtrate 
what I here aim at. - Accordingly . ſhall 
examine more oe: arly, 


"0:2 FlRs r, 


1 
Fiss, What that fort of Honour 
may be which deſerves Regard ; or, 
« which lays a Foundation for rational 

45 Self- Pleaſedneſs. 


SzconDLY, „ Shall ſhew, that every 
; & other ſort of Honour, how much ſoever 
| @ it may delight vain-glorious and weak 
“People, deſerves little Regard ; nor 
t therefore to be regretted by thoſe, whoſe 
Station and Circumſtances prevent their 
4 obtaining it. 


And TIR DI, I mal e to 
| prove, That the meaneſt Peaſant may 
X ay as good Foundation for Eſteem and 
| * Deference, and thereupon may obtain 
as much Satisfaction his * as the 

4 higheſt Monarch may.“ 


. II cheſe Thibgs can be made Apen, i 

ES muſt then be acknowledged; that the 

pooreſt Mortal hath no rea ground to re- 

f . Fr his Condition, on the Account of 

D or, in this View, to complain of 

the Circumſtances allotted Him, how much 

ſoever he may be {lighted of A/C by any 

of his Superiors.Let us carefully ex. 

= h amine then What is here ptopoſed: and, to | 
= 19 TIF End goa” Au 


8 


Frinsr, © What is that fort of Honout 
“ which deſerves Regard; or, which lays 

1 2 oundation for rational Self-Pleaſed- 

4 nels.” . „„ 


No, if we inquire carefully into 7hzs, 
it will appear; that the only Reſpect 
and Deference which is deſerving Notice, 
or, Which lays a Foundation for rational 
Self-Pleaſedneſs, is that we may obtain 
from Perſons whoſe Opinion of Merit may 
be confided in; and ſhewn alſo by thoſe, for 
ſuch laudable Diſtinctions as the honoured 

Perſon. is himſelf conſcious of. For, what- 
ever Honour may be paid by injudicious 
People, deſerves no other Notice, than as 
it may encourage benevolent Diſpoſitions, 
and add perhaps ſome Weight to ſocial 
Uſefulneſs ; but cannot affect Mens ratio- 
nal Opinion of their awn Merit. Weak 
People ſhoot their Praiſes at random, not 
being competent Judges of real Worth : 
and therefore generally conceive their ho- 
nourable Sentiments of others, on account 

of ſome low Diſtinctions that confer no 
Merit; or otherwiſe, of ſuch imagined Ad- 
vantages as they are not poſſeſſed of. Such 
random Honour may pleaſe Mens Vanity; 
but cannot contribute to their rational _ 

Comfort, any other way than was above 
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| ſuggeſied. — Wherefore 1 conchide ; I | 
the only Honour which deſerves Regard, 
muſt be paid, as I ſaid, by Perſons who are 
competent ye udges of of real Merit : and paid 
alſo by 7hoſe, for ſuch Jaudable Diſtinc- 
tions as the honoured Perſon is himſelf 
conſcious of. For as the wiſeſt Men are 
liable to Miſtake ; and as Favour and Af. 
fection have great Influence in biaſſing our 
Sentiments; there may ſometimes be little 
room to be much delighted with the Ho- 
nours that are paid by the moſt Judicious : 
nor can the honoured Perſon always de- 
pend on the ev Deference that = 
. a pay him. 1 


| But, to obtain yet a clearer Notion of 
the Honour that may contribute to rational 
Happineſs; or, to the right Enjoyment of 
_ our-preſent State; it may be proper to diſ—- 
tinguiſh between zntrihfic Worth, and real 
Merit. For, ſubjeftive Worth, (as I chuſe 
to expreſs it) I mean, our being natura 4 
endowed with valuable Capacities, or wi 
laudable Diſpoſitions, cannot properly be 
ſaid to produce Merit. The pure Gifts 
of Nature can have nothing in them per- 
 fonally Praiſe-worthy. Merit, properly 
ſpeaking, implies, as I conceive, f ch per- 
a 2 Worth as is * with Ji * 
„ 


3 I 
that is, which receives its proper Value 


from a commendable Improvement of ſuch 
uſeful Powers as Nature may have be- 
ſtowed on us. For whatever entitles us 
to Praiſe, muſt not only be valuable in its 
own Nature, but likewiſe in ſome proper 


Senſe, muſt be or own. The intrinfic 
Worth of every valuable Capacity, or 


Praiſe-worthy Diſpoſition, belongs properl) 
to him from — was Jewel ad 
muſt the Honour which this entitles to. 
"Tis the Exerciſe alone of our natural Ca- 
pacities, Diſpoſitions, or Talents, that can, 


in any proper Senſe, be ſaid to be our own ; 


and therefore we can only have a proper 


Claim to the Fruits that are produced by a 


_ right Improvement of them. For it ought 
always to be remembered; that the Au- 
thor of our Being hath not abſolutely con- 
ferred on us, any one Capacity or Power 
we are poſſeſſed of. We are entruſted only _ 
as Stewards or Factors, with our reſpec- 
tive Talents. And the only praiſe-worthy 
. Part which entitles us to Honour, is a 
faithful Execution of the Truſt committed 
to us, of whatever kind it be. This alone 
can be a proper ground, either of Self- 
Approbation, or of rational Eſteem from 
others. Wherefore, on the whole, the 
Advantages of any kind which entitle 


047: "1" Wn 
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Men to ** or F ich really i 
them to laudable Diſtinction, are thoſe only 
that are regularly acquired; not thoſe that 
are merely the Gifts of Nature: I fay, 
 » regularly acquired; becauſe, no irregular 
or faulty Methods of obtaining any fort of 
Good, can gain a Property in it: nor can 


ſuch Acquirement, how laboriouſſy ſoever 


purſued, recommend to rational Deference; 
 Hnce every ones Reaſon, wha diſcerns the 
Nature of it, muſt reproach the Perſon who 
is thys advanced, on account of the faulty 
means, or manner, . * it was ef 
fected · . 


1 Ee 8 chen, — - 
valnable, lay no Foundation for ration] 
Deference to any one, becauſe they are no 
Evidences of real Merit; much Jok ſurely 

can external Privileges lay any ſuch Foun- 
dation; theſe being of far leſs Account 
than the former: nor are they ſo much 
our own. Indeed, Wealth, oa Titles, 
and all the Pomp and external Goods at- 
tending them, are of ſo little Moment to 
perſendl rational 2 that they would 
not deſerve in this Inquiry, to be at all 
mentioned, if the Folly lad Vanity of 
Men did not ſet ſo high a Value upon 
them. Fr ns ore Meyer hol bam, 


pared 


with. bn bath Ady 
vaſtly ſhort of intellediugl ! ! ies 
elpecially to the latter, they are but as @ 
_ Li tinſel Toy; W a 


Permit me > hero to 9 chat the 
principal Acquirements which entitle Men 
to Honour as before explained, are thaſe | 
| which 2 reſpect to ſectal Benefits; theſe 

| the principal ground of ratiana EU- 
teem from others, and of the nee 
Pleaſure deriyed from it. 


There is no om to object; * we 
were rather chiefly formed to bring Ho- 
-nour to the Deity: 2 focial Unity is the 
principal way of doing it. Even our As 

Devotion are, when rational 8 
cChiefly aimed, and improved 7+ 's way. Fer 
tis exceeding evident, that the higher Re- 

gard we pay to God; and the more Wiſ- 
dom wie abtain from him; the more 
hs Affection and Favour, ſhall we 
manifeſt to our fellow-Men ; which is 
undoubtedly the moſt honourable Part we 
ate capable of acting; and the princi 
Source of rational Delight; as 157 is a 
2 65 Evidence of our being the Children 


$79 


2 


The 
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The sum of what I have been obſerv. 
ing is this: that there are no Diſtinctions 
among Men which really ſet them ſupe- 
rior,” one to another, in a way of Praiſe; 
or, which lay a Foundation for rational 
Deference from others, or for Self-Appro- 
bation; and conſequent Self- Pleaſedneſs, 
but thoſe /audably acquired ; as there are 
none but zheſe that are really meritorious, 
or that evidence perſonal Worth. And the 
principal of thoſe Advantages, are, acquired 
uſeful Knowleage ; and eſpecially, cultivated 


 focial Dems — proceed to prove, 


bon x, « That every other ſort of 
„ Honour, how much ſoever it may de? 
light vain-glorious and weak People, 
4 —— little Regard; nor therefore to 
* be regretted by thoſe whoſe Stations and 
15 Circumſtances may prevent _ obtain⸗ 
40 N it. 


No Ae 8 of Birth ; 10 pompous 
admired Titles ge Extent of * you 
any degree of Wealth; can any way of 
tbemſelves, advance any one's Merit; or 
render him really honourable. "Could the 
Poſſeſſors be ſeparated from theſe foreign 
Trappings, as many of them have been; 
| * would it in Fact appear, muy: were 
*1 not 


1493] 
not honoured on their own wad unleſs 


deſerving it for perſonal Merit; but purely 


on account of their outward | 
that twas only the Glare of their pompous 


Tithes, which attracted the Obſervation, TE 
and procured the Deference of the cringing | 


Crowd. And, if any who glittered in this 
ſhowy Gaudery were known to be 
onally baſe, or mean, thro' Vitiouſr 


Folly, they might be well affured, they 
were inwardly deſpiſed, at the very Time 

they were externally cringed to. In- 
_« deed it is impoſlible to pay real Honour 

e to another, unleſs he be Ne NIN to 


« be really deſerving i =.” 


> Whats any one Were is Merida for | | 


his high Birth, his exalted Station, or his 


Bulk of Riches; ; and for theſe things only : 


the Honour which is thus ſhewn him, is 
no other than a Pageantry, reſpecting the 
Perſon himſelf, He is conſidered only as 

a Sort of Image, which repreſents the 


Deity to which fuch Honour was rus | 


He was bowed to, and praiſed, thro 
other's Recommendations; but not — 
fenally on his wn Account. The Man 


who praiſeth, or boweth to another, on 


account only of his external Priy 
muſt, if not influenced by the Laws of 


a 


\ 


„ 
Devency, (which ought indeed ay to 
be duly regarded) be either a Fool, or a 
Self-ended Flatterer : fince theſe Things 
of themſelves, convey not (as was Ob- 
ſerved) any real Merit. And the Homage 
paid by Parajzes, is paid in Reality to thei 
own Self-Ends :; that is, to tbemſelves: and 


mare immediately, to the worſhipful 7:- 


ths, Riches, or Advantages, thro' whoſe 
Aſſiſtanoe they hope for the Favour aimed 
at: Not to the Image who repreſents 
thoſe Deities : for be is accounted, only as 
a Figure that prompts their Devotion; and 

8 ſort of Channel f that conveys to thera the 
* Purchaſe of i K+. | 


Sent AIC wow :ſenting _ 
thoſe Matters may appear fanciful : N bae's | 
have choſen to ſet them forth in this ludi- 
crous View, to raiſe in thoſe concerned, 
the greater Contempt of ſuch mock Ho- 
nours, as they — 3 to Nod cs a 
|; are either ignorant OF ering m 
mem: And to induce thoſe who are de- 
firous of Hongur, to endeavour to be poſ- | 
_ lefled of ſuch valuable Diſtinctions, as may 
lay a Feundatian for what may deſerve 
thei Notice. 


- Bob s it may be Gig, 1 That 
* ns in Birth, in Titles, and in 
$f | « Sub- 


[ 205 1. 
1 Sub ance too deſerve a proper Repatd'; 
« and in ſome fort, {1-514 Men ſu- 
4 to each other: and, that ſuch” 
uperiority is not only of great Advaris 
* 44 to Communities, ** condiiceth _ 
alſo to every ones particular Intereſt,” | 


This will not be denied : bur I rake it 
to ei ent Argument; 
or to * but rune That af 
* Stations and Circuthſtatices in Life, 
highly conducive to the general Wel 
e Mankind; and of mutual Advan- 
tage to the ſeveral Orders attiong Men, 
15 been acknowledged before: and, that 
| Honours are due to Titles, ant 
Shear and . 3 * * external 
u en alſo ſuggeſted; 
Super, of it pointed at. — But 
which way are thoſe Honours directly in- 
ſtrumental to perſonal Felicity? How are 
Superiors made more happy them? A 
Sovereign, a a Magiſtrate, and al! Perſons 
of Di Aion, can take no 6015 ratronal 
Satisfaction in the Honours paid thetn of 
ſuch relative Accounts, than as they are 
conducive to the Welfare of their Inferiors; 
or, as they render their Influence the more 
extenſive in promoting their Good. In 
this Ju; indeed, or, on this — 
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' ſuch Honours may afford even enlarged 
Comfort: but this Comfort (if rational). 
ariſeth not from the Deference paid them 
as Supetiors in Birth, or Title, or ice; 
but from an inward Conſciouſt nels of their, 
own Merit. "Tis, . properl akin , the 
Fruit of their Ji 1 Produc | 
of the external Honours paid them: for 
theſe are Matters of Porm ; and ſometimes 
no better than perfect Mockery : perhaps, 
are always ſo, when the Mind of him who 
oy doth not in Reality join in it. 
| t Ground or Reaſon can there be 
therefore, to be lifted up on ſuch outward 
Furmalities? and yet how few are they, in 
no. Degree delighted with ſuch airy Sha- 
dos The Imperfection of our Under- 
_ ſanding doth rarely appear as ee 


in I other View, as in this. 


on the whole, I takeit to be exceedingly a 
evident; that tis only apprehended Virtue, 
or laudable Attainments of one kind or ano- 
ther, and a proper Exerciſe of them, that 
are the real Ground of all rational Defe- 
rence: and therefore, that the Honours 
which are paid on any other account, are 
either merely external, or paid by Perſons 
who are no Judges of what is really ho- 
hourable ; — in either of which 3 


fakes 


chey deſerve little Regard; nor need they 
be een by thowe who neee, 


I proceed now to what was next pro- 


poſed under this Article: viz, to prove, 
THIRDLY, © That the meaneſt Peaſant 
5 my lay as good Foundation for Reſpect 
« and Deference, and thereupon obtain 
« as much Satisfaction this way, as the 
« higheſt Monarch mar. 


Ils expreſs myſelf in this manner, to ob- 
viate ſome Objections which ſome may 
raiſe on this Point. —T do not ſuppoſe, 
that the Peaſant may obtain, whatever his 
Virtue, or perſonal Merit may be, the like 
Regard and Deference as a Prince: for the 
Obſcurity of his Station, and the ordinary 
Neglects attending it, may inevitably per- 
haps prevent this; ſince the latter ſtands 
on ſuch advanced Ground, and is allo _ 
Pg in ſuch a Point of Light, that all 
is Accompliſhments and praiſe-worthy 
Actions appear to greateſt Advantage; and 
thereupon procure a proportioned ſuperior 
Notice. But let it be remembered; that 
external Circumſtances neither add to, nor 
diminiſh, Mens perſonal Merit; nor there- 
fore affect in Reality the Ground of Ho- 
nour, whatever Difference they may 7 * 
Eg Ter Us 1 og 2 
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„ 
ben actual obraliting it. Ae 
e e able, afid as mucli 
0 Wins rs Reſpect and Deference, when 
« moſt neglected, as When miſt regarded, 
and it may be, 4 preat deal ore, it . 
e tightly e bd. Neglect In tlie 
Cireuniantes of his Cafe he is not con- 
cerned, when they may not be attributed 
to his Conduct. 7 may prevent = 
obtaining Honour ; but heed af 
the Satisfaction of deſerving it: for this 
_ afiſeth from be}, ſüppoſing it be Pati. 
al; and depends no other way on the 
Notice and Efteerti of others, than as ſuch 
| Notice and Eſteem map enlarge His 128. 
nest, of afford him an Op portunity 
pfoving his ſerviceable Faents Is mote. 
Advantage. On hoſt Accounts indeed, he 
may rationally deſire it; but does not really 
2 it for his owt particular Comfort: 
for this os as hath, been ſhewti, from 
* the pleaſing Conſciouſneſs of bis ow Mer. 


This is the immediate T ountaih frotti 


, Where it 3 g8, and flows. Sy 


A Neehing froth without gives any 
2 e Evety 7 


eee Gfalen „ is derived from | 

oY, by a ptoper Exerciſe of our natu- 

ral Powers on the reſpective Objects occa- 

| ſoning it. 8 — 40 but * 
0 
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des pateipien Powers, and cauſe them to 


exert themſelves various ways, in giving 


thoſe pleaſing Senſations, and agreeable 
—— wherein We find ourſelves 


ſo variouſly delighted. — Of this, even the 


common Experience of Mankind, on the 


» 


oppofite Side, may ſufficiently convince us. 


For, when our Minds, or Bades, are ins 


diſpoſed to take Pleaſure in what we were 
—_ to be 3 in; e e 


are of no 8 


% 


1 infer therefore from the PLE 8 That 


te dual Honour is not always neceſſary to 
« enjoy the Delights of Honour, 80 that 
b ab Park of kern may certainly be 
« obtained, 
« ſuaſion of — in the Number of the 
© Honourable.” 'Tis true, Men are gene- 
rally exceeding fond of diſplaying before 


others their apprehended Worth, in order 


to obtain that diſtinguiſhing Deſerence 


they think they — 4: but, were the 


Matter well examined in 2 the Light 


before given, it would plainly. 
there is no rational Satisfaction to be ob 
tained in all the Tokens of Honour we 
may receive from the completeſt Judges of 
Merit, unleſs ape ourſelves are perſuaded we 
ue ſore way or other Ager ving them. 

: FI 5 | | Should 
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Should our Minds reproach us at the Time 
we are thus honoured, as being the Re- 
verſe to what we are taken to be; it would 
rather give us Pain, as was obſerved 
before, than adminiſter rational Pleaſure. 
And is it not as plain, on the other Side, that 
altho we may be neglected, or even deſpiſed 
by all about us; yet, ſuppoſin nr 
3 of our manner of Life, and can 
oneſtly appeal to our own Minds, that 
we his carefully endeav oured to behave 
ourſelves honourably ; there is hereupon 
Ground to entertain of ourſelves as fa- 
vourable Sentiments, and to rejoice in the 
Confciouſneſs of our real Merit, as if we 
had been applauded by the whole World. 
Outward Circumſtances can neither affect 
Mens Knowledge of themſelves; nor a- 
bate, or heighten, their perſonal Worth. 
AAnd no one will deny, that the meaneſt 
Mortal is as capable of being endowed 
with the Gifts of Nature; and alſo of im- 
ing them in as laudable a manner, 
altho not of turning them to as much 
Account, as the higheſt Monarch is. Ihe 
_ Peaſant may be as virtuous, and therefore 
as truly honourable, in the loweſt Im- 
provement of the Talents he is intruſted 
with, as the other may in the bigheſt; 
provided his Endeavours are equally praiſe- 
4 | worthy. 
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worthy. He may not want a laudable 
 Diſpefition ; but has not an Ability, to be 
as great a Bleſſing to the World as the 
other's Circumſtances enable him to be. 
Were he as capable, as he is -willint, to 
benefit his fellow-Creatures ; 70 diſtreſſed, 


or afflicted Object, ſhould want ſome ſuit- 


able Relief: nor any oppreſſive or fraudulent 
Criminal eſcape his deſerved Puniſhment. 
No Violences or Wrongs, no Injuſtice or 
Knavery, nor any Sort of ill eee 
between Man and Man, ſhould fo far as 


his Power reached, be ſuffered to be dar- 


: ingly practiſed, 


This generous raiſed PE is as 
likely to be found in the meaneſt Cottage, 


as in the ſtatelieſt Palace upon the Earth. f 


There is certainly as proper Room for it 
in the moſt contracted 8 here, as in the 
moſt extended. And ſo is there as to 


perſonal Merit, as well as ſocial. The Pea- 
ſant may be endowed with as good Un- 


derſtanding as a Prince: and may alſo 
cultivate laudable Diſpoſitions with as 
much Virtue.— He may (e. g.) be as chaſte, 
as temperate, and as fincere as the other. 
as punctually fulfil his reſpectiye 
Engagements; and be as truly conſcienti- 

ous in his Wores, and Ways;—* As pious 


F'2- a 


r 
« a Worſhipper of God; and as careful 
* and conſtant in pleaſing him: — And 
therefore, as great 4 Favourite. 
Surely, ſuch a Character as this, cannot be 
ſuppoſed to be confined to gilded Roofs and 
pompous Dwellings; but is as likely to 
adorn the Cottage of a Beggar, altho per- 
— concealed in it, as to blaze in mag- 
nificent Edifices. And, where Virtue is 
the ſame; and as laudably exerciſed 
what real Obſtacle can there be, to prevent 
the Delights accompanying it? And where 
then can be the Difference betwixt the 
honourable Peaſant, and the honourable 
Prince, as to perſonal rational Entertain- 
ment in the Rewards of Honour? 
If any may deſire yet farther Satisfaction 
on this grand Article, I would flatter myſelf, 


ge | | 
: ble him to form a more agreeable Idea of it, by 


— 


| they 
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chey may ban it, by reviewing carefully 
ations on the preceding Head, 
pal mot this I ſhall eee argu- : 

mentative Part of the Diſcourſe I have 
undertaken :, and, if I have failed of an- 
ſwering the Readers Expectations, I would 
Hope it will be conſidered 3 that the Sub- 
ject I have been handling is abſtruſe and 
difficult: and, that I lie under the Preju- 
dice of preſuming to controvert the eita- 
bliſhed common Sentiment: wherefore I 
was obliged to ſtrike out an untraced Path, 

in almoſt every Step I have taken. 
Theſe Conſiderations, together with that 
honeſt Aim which may plainly appear 
thro the whole Attempt, max obtain, I 
would hope, a favourable Allowance, if 
not ſome kind Ac 


nerous, and Candid : and the Opinions and 
Cenſures of the Injudicious, and Self- 
antereſied, will give me little Concern. . 


ſhall now cloſe this hi ohly intereſting. 
Subject, with a few Corollaries; in order 
to render it the more uſeful and inſtructive, _ 

for my principal Aim has been to promote 

the Exerciſe of Virtue and Pix TY: and 

therefore to repreſent the SUPREME BE- 
Is in a juſt and amiable View, as appre- 

| I this the "Mp conducive Metiod 
* 


ceptance, from the Ge- 
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could take for it. ' Accordingly, 1 have 
endeayoured to prove; that a// the” divine 
Appointments to the Creatures in general, 
in this earthly Syſtem ; and more eſpeci- 
ally to Mankind, have not only been as 
ate but every way 2s indulgent, as 
the reſpective Natures given them, and the 
Conſtitution of Things relating to them, 
would properly admit. Wherefore, tho 
we cannot dive ſo far into the Counſels of 
Goc, as to diſcern perfectly the Ground, 
or Reaſons, of any one Appointment ; yet 
what hath been ſuggeſted in the preceding 
| Diſcourſe, may be ſufficient to ſatisfy un- 
_ prejudiced Perſons, who will attentively 
conſider it; that the various Orders in 


which the Creatures ſtand ; the ſeveral 


Powers and Capacities ed on them; 


aand the different Circumſtances providentt- 


” occafioned by the preſent Conſtitution 
of Things; do manifeſt ſuch Contrivance, 
as is not only unexceptionable, but AMa z- 


INGLY KIND TO ATL; and deſerving the 
lig eft Praiſe. 


COROLLARIES. 


From this Account of thoſe Matters, I 
_ infer, —F1szsT, © That ſurely then, the 
«* Diſtributions of Providence with reſpect 

* to Mankind, cannot have 


OE” given 
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given any juſt Ground for thoſe wild 
« Conceits, and arrogant preſumptuous 


« Cavils, which . have run into an 
« means of em. 


The Deſect in ſuch Caſes, is 1 cable | 


on themſelves, and not on the ways of God. 


1 3 may ſufficiently appear, from what hath 


been obſerved; that twas their own want 
of Ulnderfiandia - and not a want of 


skill, or of kind Intention, in the grand 


Contriver of all Things, which cauſed the 


Works of Creation, and the Directions of 


Providence, to appear to them in ſo wrong 


a_ Light, and hereupon ſo unjuſtifiable. 


Were it poſſible for a Mortal to diſcern 
_ plainly the whole connected Scheme; and 
to examine perfectly every Part belonging 
to it; with the Deſign, and actual Uſeful- 
neſs, of every one in its Place; (which 


perhaps tranſcends the Reach of the hig. 
t created Minds) he would certainly 
ſee Cauſe, to be wrapped into 2 


MENT | at the Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and 


complete Rectitude, diſcovered in the whole, 


and in each Part, in Pr n; inſtead 
: Cenſure. 


That this Earth in 1 or any 


of finding Room for the loweſt Degres of 


Creature belonging to it, ſhould have been 
F 4 dif- 
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any Caſe or Circumſtance reſpecting any 

Creature, have been otherwiſe appointed; 

in order to diſcover the divine Perſections 


to greater Advantage than they are now | 


_ diſplayed; is ſo wild a Conceit, and fo arro- 
" pars a Suggeſtion; that it ſeems incredible, 
and virtuaus Perſon could ever 

＋ been thus infatuated. — Can inpnite 
Wiſdom be chargeable with Weakneſs in 
any of its Attempts l or Perfection be led 
into wrong Management! The very Na- 
beer of Things forbid , as well as the 
Reaſons attending them. "Tis even im- 
paſible for God to act unlike himſelf; or 
dcherefore to act rungiy, in whatever Caſe 
he 1 is concerned, | 


Let therefove theſsvitious belotted Mor- 
tals, if any ſuch chere be, who dare to ar- 
raign the A ts of Providence, 
take home c ly to themſelves the con- 
temptuous Shag of their Ignorance and 
Arrogance ! — a moſt ſhocking Mixture 
which gives a Character the meaneſt and 

moſt extravagant, that can blot a rational 

Nature. And let all of Underflanding be 
led, from what appears of the Perfe&tions 

of God in this little Point of the Unizerſe, 
* ag Syſſem; to * on "i 

; R 
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Am, the Honour and Praiſe he ſo mati 
feſtly deſerves. — And this Confideration 
leads me to another inſtructive Corollary ; 
SECONDLY, © That as God ap 

10 from the foregoing Account of his = 
* > yon in zhrs Nite to 7 
_ © rected all Things, reſpecting all the 
46 Creatures here; and in particular, with 
* reſpect to Men, not only in the moſt 
“ unexceptionable, but in the ina man» 
* ner that could reaſonably have been 
_« defired ; moſt ſurely then, it muſt be- 
come every one, to guard carefully 
« apainſt all repining Thoughts that may 
te caſt a Reflection on divine Providence 
„ there not being in Reality, the lt 

Foundation for them,” | 


Had the Plan of this Earth, before it 
was actually formed, been preſented to the 
View of the higheſt created Mind; and a 
plain Deſcription given of the Kinds, and 
Natures, of the numberleſs Creatures | 
poſed to inhabit it; it would no doubt 
have been thought impoſſible to treat them 
all; not only with an amazing Flow of 
parental Favour in the Diſtribution of 
ſuitable Good; but eſpecially with fuch 


142461 


% 
4 


fmilar 2 i 5 


be actually ſhewn them. Even the af 
conſiderable Creatures that come within 
our Notice, are found richly provided with 
all the Goods deſirable for them; and 
hereupon enjoy their State of Being in a 
great Variety of delighting ſuitable Enter- 
tainments. Nor doth it appear they are 
ſubjected to any other Suffering, than what 


the reſpective Natures wherein they are 
thus uelighted, do render unavoidable. 


Such AMAZ IG GoopxxESSs hath been ma- 
nifeſted to even the animal Creation! 


And, whatever Diſtinction in Favour 
may be ſuppoſed to be made, betwixt the 
merely animal, and the rational Orders of 
Creatures, muſt be concluded to turn to the 
ſpecial Advantage of the latter. Where- 
ore Mankind have Reaſon to believe, that 
they eſpecially are treated with all the pa- 
. Kindneſs their State of Being, —_ 
the State of Things reſpecting them, would 
properly admit. Nor can there be real 
Ground to conceive; that any one is neg- 
lected by the common Parent, or leſs 
favoured than another, if on no Account 
deſerving it. Whatever Difference in Cir- 
cumſtances may therefore appear betwixt 
Man and Man, muſt be concluded to 5 
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ſult from his own conduct; or, from the 
unavoidable Event of the moſt ſkilful Con- 
ſtitution, deſigned and accompliſhed to as 
great Nn as could reaſonably be 


deſired. 


How abſurd, and paella maſt it 
therefore be, to . of ſuch Appoint- 

ments? or, in any ee, to repine at the 
irretnediable Events — ſo herfefll far faultleſs, 
and moſt incomparable Direction % "THR 


And, let it ' farther bs convert ; that 
all the Delights of Life, even every animal 
Gratification, as well as intellectual Plea- 
ſure, undeniably and manifeſtly reſults 
from this wonderfully contrived Scheme. 
Had we ourſelves been differently formed 
from what we are; or, had external 
Things reſpecting us been differently con- 
ſtituted: which way then, could we pro- 
poſe to have obtained any on- Sort of 
Good we are now delighted with? Would 
we enjoy (Ce. g.) our animal Pleaſures, 
without ſuch animal Appetites and Senſes 
as are the Inſtruments of taſting them? 
or can we ſuppoſe we might be endowed 
with thoſe Appetites, wi an animal 
Body into which they are inſerted, and to 
wan they ellentially belong? or, _—_ 
F 
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mb formed, r aight not hang horn 
an affect. 
ing Maladies ? Sha an. © a Bn 
fon, take the Body as it is; and be altoge- 
ther contented with every Circumſtance 
attending it? And eſpecially, as this ani-. 


mal Part is undeniably inſtrumental to a 


much greater Degree of Comfort, than it 
_ neceſſarily occaſions of Pain? Should not 
| thoſe he are this way afflicted, ſuj 
their Afflictions are manifeſtly providential, 
"conſider their Obligations in — Good they 


br enjoy. thro' the Inſtrumentality of their Bo- 


dies; as well as turn their Thoughts on 
the Evils they are hereby lubject to * And, 
being greatly favoured on the whole, ſhould 
they not be much more forward to LAup 
their Benefactor, than to grow reluctant at 
the incidental Maladies which their animal 
State expoſcth them to? | 


8 Do they 1 
'  throu x the Workings of their Minds on 

the ive Caſe they are this way brought 
into ? or, is their Reaſon inſtrumental any 
other way, in increaſing their Sorrows !— 
Will this allow Men to murmur or repine, 
becauſe God: hath inveſted them with this 
eminent Faculty? In igel, it muſt be ac- 
1 nee an invaluable Talent: and it 


— 


„„ 

turns upon the whole, to va Advantage 
to Mankind, when rightly improved. Nor 

are there any of its natural Effects, but 

may be found, on one Account or another, 


| beneficial and uſeful.—But ſuppoſing it be 
inſtrumental in ſome few Inſtances, to the 
Enlargement of Sorrow: while tis mani- 


feſtly for more ſerviceable to the Increaſe» 
of Joy; it muſt appear, all Things con- 
ſidered, an invaluable Privilege; and ſhould 


therefore excite the moſt exalted Thankſ- 


givings, inſtead of being the Occafion of 
the leaſt Reluctancy. Would we enjoy 
Good from the Hand of God, and not ſubs 
mit to the Evils incumbent on the State of 
Being by which we enjoy it? How peeviſh 
and abſurd? How provoking and inex- 


cuſable, is ſuch a froward Conduct? Had 


Reaſon and Gratitude their proper Influ- 


ence, we ſhould every where meet with _ 


the Eclats of Praiſe, inſtead of the Mur- 

murs of repining Spirits. Then would 
Men moft regard the Favours they have re- 
ceived from the indulgent Parent; and 


would fix chiefly their Minds on the Ob- 


gations laid upon them; inſtead of over- 
Ei a vaſt Variety of Bleſſings, and of 
poring upon Evils which _ it may be, 
to be wholly chargeable on their own Con- 


du; or, if really providential, are _— 


and tending to promote their Good, and 
greatly outweighed by it. = 
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1 3 farther, THIRDLY, « That 


4 our preſent Felicity doth not ſo much 


depend on the Circumſtances allotted 


9 us, of whatever kind they are; as on 
4 our manner 5. . amidſt thoſe 
© Circumſtances,” 


F or, as our main Diſtinction from am. 


mal Creatures, conſiſts in being endowed 
with rational Faculties; when theſe are 


tightly improved, we may draw ſome 
Entertainment, or procure ſome Advan- 
tage, even from every Thing reſulting from 
our State of Being; ſince nothing but 
Good was deſigned by God in the original 


Plan: I believe I may add, and may 
« derive it as well from one Circumſtance, 


<« as from another.” 'Tis true, different 


_ Circumſtances will occaſion and require a 


different Procedure; but the Event of one 


and the other may 'be equally beneficial ; 


and, in conſequence of this, be equally en- 
tertaining. Rational Creatures muſt derive 


chiefly their Felicity from ſuch Sort of 


Entertainments as correſpond with their 
rational Being; and therefore will reſult 


from a proper Exerciſe of their intellectual 


| Capacities. 


eee, 


_ diſtinguiſhing Part of our human Species; 
even our animal Gratifications no other way 
delight us as Mer, than as they: join as it 
were in Concert with the nobler Taſtes of 
our prime Faculties, I mean, our rational. 
For when our Reaſon cannot approve, but 
is conſtrained to condemn, the irregular In- 


dulgences our bodily Appetites may prompt 


us to give way to; there then ariſeth, be- 
twixt our rational and animal Parts, ſuch 
unhappy Diſcord, as not only prevents the 


true Enjoyment of our State, but renders 


us extremely miſerable : and, when the 
latter prevails in any ſuch Conteſts, we 


fink, at ſuch Times, among the animal 
Creation; and take up with a groſs Felicity 
even ſhort of Theirs. To have therefore a a 


proper Fruition of our preſent Being, we 
muſt neceſſarily chuſe ſuch Delights and 
Entertainments as are one way or another, 
either the Product of Reaſon, or counte- 


nanced by it. Wherefore, our animal 
Gratifications, when enjoyed to any Ad- 


vantage, or when promoting at all our 
proper Felicity, muſt depend on the Choice 


and Government of our rational Powers, 


or they will not adminiſter the very loweſt 
Degree of ſuitable Entertainment. And, 
if our animal Fruitions do thus depend 2 


* 


Capacities. Wherefore, as Reaſon is tlie 
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Powers; theſe being 
| cipal Ground of all our proper Delights * ; 


to an habitual Exerciſe of — and 


[244]. 
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From theſe Conſiderations we may con- 


tlude ; that the different Circumſtances 


wherein "wy Perſons are — la- 
ced, are little Moment in 1 


to. their true elicity ; ſince — 


Exerciſe of our rationdl 


from the regular 


and the better we improve thoſe ſpecial 


| Means of our Felicity, the more we ſhall 


obtain of it, Afi&#ive Circumſtances may 
conduce hereunto even better than 
rous. For when Reaſon is rightly exer- 


cid in a trying Caſe, it directs to, and 
cultivates, Ge of the nobleſt Virtues of 
which we are capable; and thereupon, 


conſequentially promotes our trueſt preſent 
Happineſs. Many in the Heathen, as well 
as Chriſtian World, have, by this means 
attained ſuch a Degree of Fortitude, as 
hath rendered them ſuperior to all the 
Events of Life. Others have been brought 


neſs, Commiſeration and Benevolence; 


and to true a Knowledge of ne 


e * bee the Note, p. 212. 1 


3 
2 of all affecting Objotts," as hith not 
only prevented the Extravagancies and- 

| Follies Mankind ſo generally run into; but 

enabled them to walk in the Path of Life, 
with ſuch Honour and Entertainment as 
became their State of Being. Indeed,' every 
Condition of Life, and every attendin Cir 
cumſtance, may be thus improved, if Men 
could be prevailed on, to direct always their 
Steps as warily and wiſely, as their —— | 
Powers would enable them. A contented 
and well-regulated Mind, may get room for 
the worthieſt Enjoyment, amidſt the moſt 
afflicting - Circumſtances ordinarily met 
with : but a: turbulent reſtleſs Spirit, will 
find ſomething or other, in every Con- 
ae to render itſelf miſerable.” „ te” 


Lam willing to improve farther this 15 
ful Conſideration: and therefore remark, 

 FouRTHLY, That the right Enjoyment. 
« -of Life, ſo far as it depends on the ex- 
eternal Goods provided for us, muſt be 
concluded to reſult, only from a regular 
or rational Fruition os them.” 4 | 


| Prey Kind and every Degree of lune 
Entertainment, is undoubtedly derived from 
an harmonious Agreement betwixt the 
| _ of our 9 and the Faculties 
| > 2 
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adhd il mes Otherwiſe, the Crea - 
tors Meaſures and Intentions would be 
ſtrangely diſconcerted ; and Man might 
ſtrile out for himſelf an Happineſs not de- 
ſigned for him; or, might find and fetch 
defirable Good from Objects not ed 
for it, and with Powers not conferred on 
him; which is as great an — as 
we can well conceive of. 


ior, as Ving or laulable Sata 
— does conſiſt, in acting according 
to Nature and Reaſon; that is, accor 
eee, and the Nature and Re- 


re Aing us: hence it | 
e onl who behave in 
this manner, can rightly enjoy themſebves ; 


or really obtain the Good that correſponds 
with their State of Being. The very Na- 


ture of Things forbids it in a contrary Con- 
duct. For Things that are di/imilar cannot 


ä 


poſſibly well accord. No Connexion 


: _ be formed betwixt them; nor any 
rmony be produced by attempting it. 
err 
tracted, by ſetting together an 2 and 
2 Faculty that ave no Agreement 
Bea may be as well entertained wich the 
proper Delights of a human Mind; as Men 
R Es Wages 
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rational Good. This Sort of Entertain- 
ment, and their animal Powers, are alto- 
gether incongruous: they cannot therefore 
be inſtrumental in producing Pleaſure. 
Nor is there any better Agreement be- 


tween the irregular Indulgencies of an 


animal Appetite, and the natural Ap- 


petite itſelf ; which was not prepared 


for ſuch Indulgence. Extremes in every 


Thing, exceed the Limits of Nature: 


and cannot therefore be productive of real 
Good: When any Exceſſes are run into, 


ſuch Perſon paſſeth the Bounds wherein the 


Goods prepared for him are encloſed ; and 
hereupon miſſeth the very Thing he aimed 


at. Could the ſottiſh Senſualiſt be Per- 
ſuaded of this; it would effectually flop 


him in his wild Career; and, would prevail 


on him, from even his animal Views, to 


keep carefully within the Bounds of Tem- 
nce in all his ſenfitive Gratifications, in 


order to make the beſt of them ; ſince this - 


is the only Courſe to obtain that {ow Feli- 


city wherein he ſottiſhly centers. When 


the Calls of Nature are ſatisfied; that is, 


when the Appetites have fully obtained 


their natural Craving ; (I ſpeak not of Ap- 


petites diſtorted and vitiated : for theſe are 
no longer natural Appetites : nor can thyſe 


Enjoyment that is inconſiſtent with their | 
Reaſon. Beaſts have no Capacity of taſting 2 
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be en in procuring real Good: 
but, when our natural Appetites I ſay, have 
obtained what they crave;) farther Cram- 


mings and Swillings are only a Force on : 


Nature; and hereupon tend to nauſeate the 
| Palate, inſtead of delighting it. The 
proper Gratification ceaſeth; and eve 
repeated Guſt, doth but {et the ſenſeleſs 
Epicure at a greater Diſtance ſtill from the 
Good he aims at. . 5 
Further :-— As there is no Good to be 
obtained beyond the Limits which the 
Author of Nature hath fixed for the right 
Eniayment of our Being; — ſo, there is 
nothin g but poſitive Evil, of one kind or 
another, to be after ward met with: where- 
upon the ranging Treſſpaſſer becomes a 
miſerable Loſer, inſtead of being a Gainer, 
by paſſing the Bounds preſcribed him. H 's 
Dehæuches and Riots moſt wretchedly prey 
upon his darling Part; I mean, upon his 
Body; as well as provoke his rational; and 
gradually deſtroy thoſe Appetites and Taſtes | 
which animal Fruitions were deſigned to 
gratify. So that, in the Iſſue, he not only 
finds himſelf ſottiſhly fooled of the — 
pineſs he centered in; but ſunk into ho 
leſs Circumſtances that bar any fa 


Proſpect of it: yea, to be environed with 
=. —_ of As: Maladies which fport 


in 


r LS 8 
in his future Miſery. ( This is the dire 
% Event of forſaking the Paths of Virtue “ 


.So ſkilfully and kindly hath the Grand 

 Contriver ordered Matters; that, the ri ght 

Enjoyment of our Being, depends (as was 

ſhewn above) on the regular Exerciſe of 

the various Powers inſerted into it. And 

this ſeems to have been done, to induce us 

the more effectually, to act worthy thoſe ; 

rational Natures wherewith we are en 

dowed ; in order to be diſpoſed for that 
' kigher State of Happineſs he is willing. to 2 

advance us, in our future compleated B-. 3 
© RB Pon = — 


But, as thoſe who are beſotted in ani- 
mal Indulgences, are compelled to gull their 
Conſciences with Fairy Conceits, of one 

kind or another, to prevent their Cla- 22; 
mours ; and, are particularly fond of 1 
ſtretching divine Goodueſ into a Ground of f 

ſome Support; and may perhaps lay hold 
on the Account before given of it, to en- 

courage this Preſumption; I apprehend 

it adviſeable to obſerve, — F1FTHLY, 

„That the Goodneſs of God, how ex- 
<« tenſive ſoever it may be thought, cannot 
be ſuppoſed to countenance the leaſt 
Deviation, in any Inſtance, from the 


Q 3 « Laws 3 


A 
« Laws of Nature ; or therefore to excuſe 
aus in any Act, or any Gratification, 

Which Reaſon will not juſtify.” | 


It hath indeed been pleaded before; 
that the conſummate Wiſdom, and conſe- 
quent Goodneſs of the Supreme Being, 
may lead us to conclude ; there was no- 
thing but Good originally propoſed in all the 
Works of Creation, and in all the Directions 
of Providence, in particular with reſpect to 
Mankind : and therefore; that every Thing 
real good for us muſt be ſuppoſed to 
be allowed of. But this very Conſide- 
ration will lead us to this conſequent Con- 
cluſion: That nothing which is manifeſtly. 
inconſiſtent with our State of Being; or 
yet, with the Felicity of any of our fe/low- 
Creatures, can, in the Jeaf}, be allowed by 
the God of Goodneſs, tho conſidered only 
as ſuch :. therefore, no Exceſs in animal 
Gratifications; nor any vitious Indulgences ; 
or any criminal Acts; becauſe ſuch wrong 

Conduct doth unavoidably iſſue, either in 
our oα Detriment, or rt Neighbours; 
- generall ak in unhappy Ef- 
CEE * EA 5 


| Thus do Men ſuffer, in the ws 
Courſe of Things, by their ill ä 


by tranſgreſſing the Law of their Nature; 

and acting inconſiſtently with the. Reaſon 
they are endowed with. We muſt there- 
fore have been differently formed; and 
the Nature of Things reſpecting us, have 
been differently conſtituted; or the ill Ef- 
fects we now feel on behaving vitiouſly, 
muſt neceſſarily follow ſuch irregular De- 
portment.— Such is the Conſtitution of 
our Badies, that they ſuffer always by un- 
natural Indulgences ; and by immoderate 


Draughts of allowed Pleaſure; as they are 


not prepared for ſuch forced Senſualities ; 
nor have Strength to combat with ſuch 
fatal Foes, All is irregular :—contrary to 
the State of Things: and mult therefore 
prove pernicious. So that the ſottiſh Epi- 
cure knows not what he would be at, 
when defiring to be indulged in any kind 
of Pleaſure his Reaſon cannot approve of. 
Every ſuch Gratification contradicts his 
- aobole Being. "Tis inconſiſtent with the 
| Conſtitution of even his animal Part; as 
well as offenſive to his rational. Were 
he therefore allowed to purſue ſuch foreign 
Delights, he would neceſſarily find himſelf 
_ diſappointed, as his Nature is not adapted 


to them. And, in ſuch Purſuits, would 


alſo leave behind him thoſe that are pre- 
pared for his State, of Being: ſo that on 


"oF 
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both Abet he would become amiſs- 
rable Loſer. 


, Wherefore, | even the G 7 of God 
may lead us to conclude; that he cer- 
tainly forbids us every thing which our 
- own unbiaſſed Reaſon is obliged. to con- 
demn :—therefore, every Gratification, and 
every ſenſual Indulgence, that is really ir- 
regular, or not conſiſtent with our State 
of Being is forbidden. | 


The like muſt be cn de redpilting | 
fie Conduct, as appears ſo very. mani- 
teſt with regard to perſonal. Whatever 
Actions are injurious to any of our fellow - 
Creatures, are undeniably criminal; that 
is, do evidently contradict the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things; and herein the Will 
of our common Parent.—Every one has a 
Claim, not only to the Gifts of Nature, 

but to every other Good he is rightfully 

ee of. - This muſt be as readily ac- 

nowledged in reſpect to our Neighbour's 
Rights, as with regard to our own. Now 
Reaſon cannot allow an © Alienation of 
thoſe Rights, unleſs ſome way forfeited : 
therefore muſt condemn a cauſeleſs invad- 
ing another's Properties; and every other 
injurious Act by which he becomes a 
Sufferer. The common Parent muſt be 


5 


"as „„ 
ſuppoſed to join with the Dictates of un- 
biaſſed Reaſon in all Cauſes: for the Voice 
of Reaſon, when rightly informed, is the 
Voice of God. So that, both God and Rea- 
fon do manifeſtly forbid every Thing inju- 
_ rious, in whatever manner practiſed: and 
_ evidently forbid it, on perſonal Accounts, as 
well as ſocial, For, were any kind of 
Violences, Oppreſſions, or Frauds, or any 
unſociable Demeanour between Man and 
Man, allowed of but in one Inſtance ; the 
like Allowance might, with as much Rea- 
ſon, be expected in another: And in the 
Progreſs of ſuch Liberty, the Rights of 


all Men muſt lie expoſed, as well as the 


Rights of one;—by which means every 
individual Perſon might become a Sufferer. 


\- Wherefore, both God and Reaſon are 


even obliged, as I may ſpeak, to forbid 
every injurious Act, reſpecting either the 
Body, or Goods, or Reputation of any one; 
 ——-were it for no other Cauſe, but to 
ſecure the Rights of the injurious Criminal 
himſelf; and more eſpecially for the ſake 
of the undeſerving Sufferer, who is in ſuch 
_ Caſe, a far more worthy Object of Eſteem 
and Favour than he can have any pre- 
_ tence to. gp, 4 | 


pon dhe whole: As the Goodreſs of | 
 God-will be acknowledged to be regu 
DC. „„ ated 


[age] „„ 
5 lated-by unerring. Wiſdom, there can be 


no Ground to imagine it wrongly extended, 


in any one Inſtance, to the Detriment of 
an one: and conſequently cannot allow 
of any Indulgence, or any Act, inconſiſtent 
with — elfare; or therefore incon- 

ſiſtent with our State of Being, or any 
wer belonging to us. obſerve farther, 


mmm v. « That the Account which. 
« hath been given of God's impartial Fa- 
« your to Mankind, while here in this 
« Life, repreſents the divine Goodneſs in ſo 
0 perfectly unexceptionable, and mg en- 
« AS View, as muſt excite in thoſe 

«. perſuaded- of it, the higheſs Adoration, 
s and mot enlarged Fran ene ſeri-⸗ 
« oully eee 17 


It muſt ſurely y operate i in ee ſuch 
manner, on every Judicious Mind, when 
conſidering the Deity in this greatly amaz-. 
and mot endearing Light. The 

>. Skill, and Hos alſo mani- 
 feſted in the preſent State of Things, as 
thus — . are ſufficient to fill a well - 
diſpoſed Mind with extatic Rapture! How 
ſtupendous was the Contrivance! and how 
endearing the Aim, of the incomparable 
n in ee ſuch a pag of 
Ea» 
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Gr as Mankind are; infinitely 
diverſified] by widely different Cireum- 

ſtances, as the 3 Good required 

And yet to accompliſhy the intri- 

cate Scheme in ſo inimitable a manner, 

that every Ind;vidual hath Reaſon to ac- 

count himſelf as kindly regarded, and a 

well provided for, in Proportion to his 

Meetneſs, as any of his low-Mortals | 

yea, to be beſt directed, and 

« for his 07 particular Ben * as we 

« as to beſt Advantage with repoſt. to the 

6} common Wanne | 


This appears to Fo the Cale, on the | 
whole, even of this Life, in thy View of 
anther, if what hath been argued hath 
any real Foundation. When therefote any. 
occur which may be thought an 
Exception ; the real State of ſuch Perſons 
is either quite miſtaken; or muſt otherwiſe. . 
be imputed to their own Faultineſs, or 
Folly : or, ſhould it unavoidably be the 
Effect of the preſent Conſtitution of Things,, 
we may, I think, be aſſured, tis fome way 
or other compenſated. It cannot reaſon- 
ably be concluded, to have originally been 
 defiewed them, unleſs on ſome Account 
deſerving it: nor can it be aſcribed to any 
cauſeleſs Partiality in a providential Direc- 


r 
tion of Things. Did every one carefully 
direct his Steps by the Dictates of his 
Reaſon; and improve to as good Ad- 
vantage as he might, the Circumſtances 
of his Caſe; he would obtain one way 


or another, as true an Enjoyment of his 


State, and alſo as advantageous, in View) 
of another Life, (which ought always to 
be attended to) as any other Perſon, in 
whatever Circumſtances found. 


The moſt trying Caſe that is really pro- 
vidential, might be thus improved; and 
perhaps, as ſoon and. eaſily, as the moſt 
delightful.  Foyous external Circumſtances, 
(by which I underſtand, hodtrly, as well as 
ificts) can turn to no one's Felicity, unleſs - 
they are rationally improved. And when 
thoſe that are thin are thus ſteadily - 
improved; they may turn as beneficially, 
(as hath been proved before) and hereupon 
be the Ground of as true Enjoyment of 
Life, as is uſually obtained the other 
Ig 8 


So wonderfully hath God contrived the 
Natures and Powers of Men, and the ex- 
ternal Things reſpecting them ! — What 
egregious Folly doth it therefore betray, 


EE [237] 
to grow vain, on the one Hand, on exter- 
nal Advantages? or, on the other, to in- 
dulge a repining Spirit in whatever afflitive 
| Caſe No one can be really advanced 
above another, either in Honour or Happi- 
neſs, but by excelling him in Virtue : that 
is, in a wiſer and better Conduct. He 
may ſeem indeed to be his Superior, by be- 
ing priyileged beyond him in the Gifts of 
Nature, or in thoſe of Fortune: but on 
. neither of theſe hath he Ground to value 
himſelf, any farther than they are im- 
proved to ſome ſerviceable Account. In- 
deed, Ignorance and Conceit, impreſs often 
a fanciful Worth on thoſe foreign Com- 
modities : but folid Wiſdom makes little 
Account of them, I call them foreign, 
with reipe& to the Poſſeſſor: for they are 
not the Eſſentials of his rational Being; 
but only C:rcumlantials which incidentally 
_ adhere to it. . Perſons of Underſtanding 
know perfectly well, that Privileges of 
thoſe kinds receive their whole Value from 
the valuable Ends they are made to ſerve. 
And, when they are not improved to be- 
neficial Purpoſes, they are but Incumbran- 
ces ;—an Obſtruction to Felicity; inſtead of 
promoting it. And very often become the 


Bane of it. I 


- * - * 
s ” 
| How 
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- How: little Reaſon then have thoſe who 
are diſtinguiſhed only in Externals, to 
deſpiſe, or diſregard, their imagined Inferi- 
ors; becauſe not accoutred, in like manner 
as themſelves, with. theſe foreign Trap- 
pings? The meaneſt and moſt unſightly. 
is certainly a fellow-Creature wi 
the higheſt Monarch On Earth: and per- 
haps may much excel him. He is evi- 
dently his Superior by Nature, if of more 
Underſtanding : and more eminentiy his 
Superior, if he acts a more honourable 


fuch Caſe, he deſerves his Veneration, in- 
ſttead of his Contempt: for he is raiſed 
above him in the principal Eminences 
which belong to Men. But a good 
Underſtanding will direct every one to de- 
mean himſelf always with true Humanity 
to all his fellow-Mortals, how much ſo- 


ever inferior to him in any Circumſtance | 


of Life. Whereupon it may be obſerved ; 
« That the greateſt Minds are moſt con- 
«. deſcending; moſt fociable ; and moſt 
« beneficent.” Tis the Delight of ſuch, 
to ſhew Compaſſion and Favour to all who 
need it. Diſdain and Inſults are the Pro- 
duce only of little Minds: and fo are all 
the Vices which contradict Humanity. 
Indeed, every Thing unſociable betrays a 
yl "Li e Defect, 


: 7 2 — to recover 


1 
Defect, either in the Under/idn 


Perſon chargeable with it, or otherwiſe in 
the 1 — the n emen 1 


on him. 


Theſe Gn which are | very 
eee ſhould ſhame 8 of what- 
ever Station, out of all 
the meaneft of their Dependents :—ſhould 
ſuppreſs the Fumes of over-beating Haugh- 


tineſs :—reſtrain the Exaſperations of Pride 


and Vain-glory: —and ſhould teach them 


ſuch Friendlineſs to every fellow-Creature, 
as may become the — Members « 
oſs fame ee F amily. 7 = 


x We nid conn a Cloſe of 


this Diſquiſition ; and particularly aim in 
i at being farther ſerviceable to the- 
eur Part of our 


ly unhappy Caſe I a fincerely la- 
and therefore am deſirous of giving 


the Dignity of their Nature, and to obtain 


the Felicity of Men. It may eaſily be 


perceived, I intend thoſe who have caſt 
os the right Exerciſe of their rational Fa- 
culties; and, who fink in their Condutd, 
below the Brute Creation. Of this Num- 


ber, _ W goatiſh Debauchees, 


E and 


Ang of the | 


Indignities to even 


whoſe ex 


— 47x "A+" 


5 [ 246" J 5 

and 2 niſh Bacchanals ; but all the r4pas 
ctous, and injurious Tribes, who knowingly : 
break in, by whatever Methods, on their 


Neighbours Properties. The firſt men- 
tioned Herds are notoriouſly chargeable : 
and the others, of every ſort, deſerve alſo 
in their Meaſure, to be thus ſtigmatized. 
For Reaſon is ſo far from countenancing the 
leaſt Injuſtice, or yet Unkinaneſs, to any - 
fellow-Creature, that it utterly condemns 
them. An unkind Act is a Reproach to 
the Faculty; and much more therefore, 
an injurious one. Underſtanding leads in all 
_ Caſes to a /audable Conduct: and there- 
fore cultivates Diſpoſitions and Principles 
of a ſocial Nature; and prompts to, and 
encourageth the kindeſt Diſcoveries of 
them. The Communication of Good, is 
its prime Object; becauſe beſt promoting 
its proper Entertainment. To his therefore 
it moſt naturally tends: and herein finds 
its greateſt Satisfaction. From whence 
may be inferred ; that thoſe who break in 
on other Peoples Properties; or any way 
act an injurious Part; and eſpecially thoſe 
who are notedly chargeabl e, do herein de- 
mean themſelves as if void of Underſtand- 
ing. They can certainly have no right 
Notion of the real Nature of Things. 
They appear even ignorant of the 1 


: 
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8 Tendency of their own F aculties ; as a 
well as the Nature of their own Conduct; 
and deſerve therefore to be accounted Theats ; 
in Practice, with whatever Capacities they 
may an be endowed. | 


But fame. noche of thoſe infamous 
Criminals may ſmile at the Imputation ; 
being blown up with a Conceit, that their 
known Abilities, and even their artful 

f Conduct! in compaſſing their Aims, are the 

i eee, of it But theſe ought 
do conſider; that the Abuſe of any Talents, 
ſhews a greater Defect, than the natural 
want of them. So far as they are per- 
verted, they are deſpoiled of their Proper- 
ties. They „ what a regular Ex- 
erciſe * have actually rendered them, 
and what Nature intended: 1 
they loſe their intrinſic Value; and 
rate into Droſs. Craft, can be no Evidence 
of a clear Underſtanding, It rather diſco- 
vers a Mind that is overcaſt with a deluſive 
Cloud, ſo as to prevent the viſual Faculty 
from diſcerning rightly the PIPE) that are 
_baſpre it. 5 


"On 1 Founded then, can the art- 
ful Debauchee ; the expert Cheat ; or the 


e W 9 another's Inter 1 5 


* 
7 
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of his arts ? greateſt Skill thoſe feve- 
ral Criminals difeover, is, in a abrtybus 
Aieluding their on Under fandings in im- 

poſing upon themſſelves, by falſe Repreſen- 

_ fations, and deceiving ke whereby, Fe - 


a little while, perha 
their B N derer „Arnd bor. 
 Liſhly take Delight in the mp abhorrent 
Courſes. But, as theſe gr ny: mg 
are rarely carried on rofl the whoſe 'of 
Life, they open at laſt, n 
recover the right uſe of their 
their perfet? Confufion ! and work Abfibr- FR 
rence of themſclves !—— Oh he Un 
Talio Oh rightful amen e Pay 


And, Tet chem firther remetnber: tht 
ie who afe grown expett, either in 
J Knavery, or Vice; — in telitive Wrongs, 

| or perſonal Pebauchery, deferve to be ac- 
counted as a Sort of Moyfters atnong dur 
jes. They are indeed endowed with 

"Tat onal Powerd, bu it Atcover ſuch Pfſpo- 

: ſitions, and engage in ſuch Purſuits, as ute 
= a perfeft Contradiclion to them. Pen, they 
5 differ maſt unaccountably, from every, other 
kind of Creatures. They not only prey 
upon their own Species; but many times, 
een triumph in making Sactifices of hm- 
ſelves ! 


Faculties, to 


[ uh 
Fides 4 rap: Order helides, employ 
pervert even their incipal fs. MYA 
work Evil to themſelves, as well as to thei 
Brethren: and hereby run counter to the 
Deſign of Nature, and to all its regula 
— And the more Artifice — 
it vay diſcover, the more 
-normous is their Procedure, and the fran. 
| ger. Creatures they appear! But how la- 
mentable is this! that, when God hath 
qualified. thoſe deluded. Mortals for the 
nobleſt Enjoyments ; they ſhould fo fot- 
tiſhly fink into the Courſe of Life, wherein 
they fall ſhort even of brutal Gratification! 
yea, wherein they are. conſtrained to get 
out of their proper Rank, to have any 
Enjoyment at all ! Even that poor Share of 
unnatural animal Delight wherewith 0 
Content themſelves, is not to be obtain c 
till they have ſmothered, or n their 
rational Faculties, and hereb 155 
themſelves of the greateſt S be 
on them, How | Ee 7 is this 82 


that Creatures thus endowed, ſhould have 
no better Notion of their Priyilege; and 
c rxeu caſt ſuch wild Contempt ons it! 


| Could the injurious Violators of the 
Laws of Property ; or thoſe who indul 155 
at; M3 


21 


in Debauchery, or Riot; Weekend ta = 
retire, for a Moment or two, within their 


own Breaſts; and calmly compare the 
Dignity of their Nature, with their man- 


ner of Conduct; they would not only be 


miſerably aſhamed, but perfectly confounded, 


at their deſpicable Courſe of Life. Is 
it poſſible for Reafon to have its proper In- 


fluence, while a fellow-Creature is wrong- 
ed, or abuſed, or, but /cornfully treated, by 
a Member of the Family Can Violence, 


or Oppreſſions, or Frauds, or Inſults, be 
conſiſtent with the right Exerciſe of a hu- 
man Underſtanding Can Reaſon allow 


itſelf in breaking in upon Right? or, in 
canceling, without Cauſe, the natural 


Claims of any one to any Sort of Good ? 


Will it ever willingly infringe the Laws of 


Nature, of which itſelf is the Compiler, 


and Guardian *? Can it poſſibly annul 


its own molt excellent Precepts ? or coun- 


tenance any Act that violates the W 4 


; them? 


e wduld every injurious G in 


| haves Inſtance found fo, be perfectly, I 
lay, confounded at his fottiſh Condlact, "Gi 8 


33 * 1 here conſider human uncloudal . As 2 
Ray's of the Divine: and, in his View, as connected 
wit it. 


pl he 
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he ſoberly reflect on the Deſign and Ten- 


_  dency of his rational Nature, and, on the , | 


right Enjoyment of Life ; and then ſet in 
the View of theſe, his Rapines and Wrongs; 
his Violences, and Inſults, cauſeleſiy com- 


mitted againſt unoffending ' fellow-Crea= 


tures? How plainly would he then appear, 
n even his own Eyes, as a Monſter among 
our Species; as having Diſpoſitions dia» 

metrically oppoſite - to what are properly 
humane; and living in Practices moſt 
highly reproachful to his rational Being. 
What Pity tis, that theſe: ſortiſb Offenders 
| ſhould not, for their own: Sake, have a 
trucr Notion of thoſe manifeft Things ? For 
how is it poſ/eble, . they ſhould,” any way, 
obtain the right Enjoyment of Life? or 
yet entirely eſcape that keeneft Part of Miſe- 
ry, the Remorſe and Agony of 4 ſelf-con- 

jemning Mind? — To conceal from a 
buſily-prying Conſcience, their brutiſb De- 
baucheries, their Oppreſſions and Rob- 
beries, their Extortions and Knaveries, 

their Slanders and Back- bitings; or any 
other injurious Practices, is in Nature im- 
poſſible. Wherefore, they are often com- 
pelled to ſtand forth and witneſs againſt 
their ſeveral Crimes; and then, to act at 
once the Part of a ſevere inflexible Judge, 
and of mercileſs Executioners, in pro- 
. | | nouncing 
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Rad. the only —— —— =_ 
r and to 
a little Shelter amidſt the Clamour 


then 
and Buſtle of a giddy noiſy World; or 


otherwiſe perhaps, in a gloomy Imagina- 
ton of an approaching Non-Exi/tence.— 


This /zfr in e is What 
2- Perſon of 
I think obtain. is fo focking to Reaſon, 
as well as contradictory to every rational 
Sentiment, that ſuch a one in particular, 
muſt ſtart back 2t the dire Concluſion, 
whenever he turns a Thought upon it 


and muſt dread this horrible — even 


more chan che fad Diſeaſe to which he 


would fain apply it! How muſt the 
conſcious Soul moſt dreadfully quiver thro' 
every Part, if, apprehending itſelf ſtanding 
on the Brink of Annibilation ! and juſt 
about to drop into it! The Caſe rods 
to be attended with ſuch terrible Afright, 
ment, that the racking Endurance of end. 
Lale. pirrring Torture can ſcarce compare 


* 0 


ms deride, ne _ Apprehenſions; as, 
in a Day of Health e may ſottiſhly term 
them: bus when HA Animal is * 


Vulenſtanding cannot poſfibly 
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ſo little Gita wii a e Diſcae ; 
and eſpecially when he W inrdhis” 
full View of a Diſſolution How daſ- 

tzardy and ies how diſdainfull puny ! ! 
is his whole Deportment ? w little 
then of an Heer, or Thraſo, doth this 
doughty Champion ſhew himſelf ?— | 
Then feminine Tears are wont to flow. 


plentifully! or, ſhould theſe be refrained, 5 


thro ſtrong Shame, or Confuſion; yet, to 
all about him, a perfectiy dejeFed Cowardice, 
and a fotally terrified Spirit, in the moſt 


affecting View appear, 1f not n of. 
his Reaſon. 3 


Io prevent this i noble daflar End; 
and 7 n 11 nh Bd 
Delights of Men ; let all who are en- 
Jowed with any Degree of Senſe, be ba : 

vailed on to evidence it, by Aggie gre eir 
Underſtanding, and not their am 
rrtes, to direct and zovern their Cond. 
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